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Case Name: Former Friends School, Saffron Walden

Case Number: 1452121

Background
Historic England has received an application requesting that we assess the disused Walden School, formerly
known as Friends' School, in Saffron Walden for listing. 

Asset(s) under Assessment
Facts about the asset(s) can be found in the Annex(es) to this report.

Annex List Entry Number Name Heritage Category HE
Recommendation

1 1452764 Main Building at
Walden School
(formerly Friends'
School)

Listing Do not add to List

2 1457876 Assembly Hall and
Music School at the
former Walden
School, originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

3 1457877 Croydon House Listing Do not add to List
4 1457878 Crosfield Building at

the former Walden
School, originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

5 1457879 Leicester Building at
the former Walden
School, originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

6 1458053 Croydon Gate at the
former Walden
School, originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

7 1458188 Chemistry and
Physics Laboratories
at the former
Walden School,
originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

8 1458198 Biology Laboratory
at the former
Walden School,
originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

9 1458296 Craft, design and
technology building
at the former
Walden School,
originally the
Friends' School

Listing Do not add to List

Visits
Date Visit Type
05 December 2017 Full inspection
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Context
Walden School closed in 2017 and was purchased by Chase Homes in April 2018. 

In October 2018 Chase Homes announced plans to build 150 houses on the site. Although pre-application
discussions have taken place with the local planning authority, a planning application is expected to be
submitted following the completion of our assessment.       

Uttlesford District Council have recently extended the Saffron Walden Conservation Area to encompass the
entirety of the school site and playing fields. Prior to the school's closure only the main range fronting Mount
Pleasant Road was included.     

The school was designated a locally listed building in October 2018. 

The majority of the site is identified as 'Protected Open Space for Playing Fields' whilst land fronting Mount
Pleasant Road and in the south-east corner of the site are identified as 'Protected Open Space of
Environmental Value'.

Assessment
CONSULTATION

Consultation on the factual details of the case was undertaken with the two applicants (one of whom was the
local planning authority), the owner, the Historic Environment Record (HER) and the Victorian Society.

The local planning authority provided the following comments: 

COMMENT 1: the report does not make it sufficiently clear that this was the first purpose-built Friends school
in the United Kingdom. The wider context of the indoor school swimming pool, in terms of this being an early
surviving example, is also absent. It would be useful within this report to provide the wider context to allow for
an informed discussion regarding the significance of the site in a national level (for decision-making
purposes), notwithstanding its significance as part of this unique site.

HE RESPONSE: the Consultation Report simply sets out the factual details of the case as we understand
them, clearly showing what evidence we will be considering during the assessment stage of our process,
when the above claims to significance will be addressed.             

COMMENT 2: I am surprised that there are no photographs of the building to support the written report.
Given the complexity of the structure in terms of built elements and style, it would be useful to include
photographs of key areas to aid the reader and assist in the decision-making process.

HE RESPONSE: information from our site visit has been used to inform the Consultation Report, but the
standard format of the report does not allow for photographs to be attached. The consultee is guided to the
listed sources which should help to add clarity if required.

COMMENT 3: I note the Music School was not inspected – was there a particular reason for this? Perhaps
this could be explained.

HE RESPONSE: the Music School was not inspected because the caretaker could not find the key to unlock
the door.

The second applicant pointed out some factual errors and omissions regarding former pupils in the History
section of the reports. In addition, the second applicant  stated that the sources section of the reports should
also include reference to the copies of Edward Burgess's original drawings of the school that were supplied to
support the application. The reports have subsequently been amended where necessary.

A response from the owner stated that they did not view the school building as being worthy of statutory
listing. They suggest that the site is afforded protection by virtue of it being a locally listed building that stands
within a conservation area. This will be addressed in full in the Discussion section below.
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No other responses were received.

DISCUSSION

The criteria for listing are the special architectural and historic interest of a building as set out in the Principles
of Selection for Listed Buildings (DCMS, Nov 2018). To be of special architectural interest a building must be
of importance in its architectural design, decoration or craftsmanship, while significant plan forms may also
have special interest; and to be of special historic interest a building must illustrate important aspects of the
nation’s history and/or have closely substantiated historical associations with nationally important individuals,
groups or events; and the building itself in its current form will afford a strong connection with the valued
aspect of history. The general principles used are: before 1700 all buildings that contain a significant
proportion of their original fabric are likely to be regarded of special interest; from 1700 to 1850, most
buildings that retain a significant proportion of their original fabric are likely to be regarded of special interest,
though some selection is necessary; and from 1850 to 1945, because of the greatly increased number of
buildings erected and the much larger numbers that have survived, progressively greater selection is
necessary; while careful selection is required from the period after 1945. Further guidance on the
assessment of school buildings is laid out in Historic England’s Education Buildings Listing Selection Guide
(December 2017). This provides an historical summary on the provision of education buildings in England
along with specific considerations which will determine whether they will be designated. In general, most
school buildings from before 1840, if they survive in their original form, will be listed already. All schools built
before 1870 should be considered, but examples have to be well preserved and of good quality to be listed.
The most innovative schools of these periods will be eligible for high grades, as they will likely be
architecturally sophisticated and many were designed by architects of national repute. Conversely, the
humblest school is also worthy of consideration if it retains its original form, and especially if it retains internal
fixtures and fittings. Far greater care is needed in assessing the vast number of board schools erected after
1870. Two main factors determine their listability; the quality of the external architecture and the degree of
completeness. A careful assessment also has to be made to see if the building was completed as intended,
that its original form remains recognisable, and that any extensions are not detrimental. Internal components
tend to be simple but attractive, with bold roof trusses to achieve the wide roof spans, strong joinery and
glazed brickwork. A decision to list is unlikely to be dependent on such elements but they are always worthy
of retention. It is important that external characteristics survive intact, since chimneys and gable copings that
are reduced or simplified in the name of economy debase architectural quality. Schools that are imaginatively
designed will inevitably be chosen over plain, utilitarian examples. Ancillary buildings including high-quality
walls, railings and gates may contribute significantly to the architectural impact of a school group, as can
buildings for domestic science, covered playgrounds, toilet blocks and a master’s house. When complete,
these complexes can support the case for listing. Thresholds for listing are higher for more recent buildings.

The following assessment will determine the eligibility for listing of the nine following structures at Walden
School: 

MAIN BUILDING AT WALDEN SCHOOL

The main building at Walden School, originally known as the Friends' School, was built in 1879 to a design by
the Quaker architect Edward Burgess of Leicester. It was extended by Burgess in 1898, 1901, 1902 and
1903, with further additions being added by Fred Rowntree and Ralph Thorpe in 1922, Paul Mauger in 1955,
Kenneth Bayes in 1961 and BH Jolly and RE Millard in 1984. Although Walden School was independently
funded during its early years, its design, scale and date makes it comparable with the many Board Schools
that were built following the passing of the 1870 Education Act. It is therefore against this building type's
exacting considerations that the special interest of Walden School should be addressed.

Walden School is thought to be Edward Burgess's third school work after he completed Wyggeston Girl's
School (listed Grade II) and Charnwood Street School (listed Grade II), both in Leicester, in 1877. His original
drawings, dated January 1877, illustrate how he initially produced plans for a bold and sculptural Gothic
Revival building, with its prominent ‘plenum’ tower indicating how he intended to deploy the then innovative
'plenum’ or forced air ventilation system. Unfortunately, however, with the school probably placing a greater
emphasis on economy rather than on making an architectural statement, Burgess had to dilute his
sophisticated design to one which primarily relied on the sparing use of Tudor and Gothic details for limited
architectural effect. One of the major changes was in the design of the range to the left-hand side of the
entrance tower, which was pared down to a simple composition formed of repetitive rows of large windows.
The omission of the 'plenum’ ventilation system, an expensive alternative to pipes and radiators, further
confirms that the school was striving to achieve an image of tradition and dignity at modest cost.
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Putting aside the fact that Burgess’s initial design was not built, the main school building, or more specifically
its principal elevation to Mount Pleasant Road, has some admirable qualities. The contrasting deployment of
red brick, terracotta and stone is used to good effect, while the detailing is competently handled. Of particular
note is the well composed centrepiece formed by the entrance tower and dining hall; its bold massing
combines with the gables and chimneystacks throughout the rest of the building to produce a picturesque
skyline. Beyond this, however, the interest is significantly diminished, with the modest architectural quality of
the flanking ranges not equalling the dynamic sculptural form of the centrepiece, while the rear is plain and
repetitive. Comparison with contemporary schools listed at Grade II including Riverside School, Bermondsey,
London (1874), Springfield School, Sheffield (1875), Charnwood Street School, Leicester (1877), Beeston Hill
School, Leeds (1880) and Primrose Hill School, Camden, London (1885), illustrates how Walden School falls
short. Although solidly built, it is architecturally unassuming, primarily relying upon its well-composed
centrepiece for architectural effect, rather than displaying an overall consistency of high-quality design
throughout. As well as lacking in architectural sophistication, it also displays no innovation with regard to its
plan form, with all internal spaces being accessed off an east-west aligned spine corridor.

Later alterations and additions have compromised the architectural integrity of the original school building.
While some of Burgess’s later extensions, including specialist facilities for physical education, swimming and
science, are of some interest, in that they illustrate the school’s progressive educational thinking over and
above the teaching of elementary reading, writing and arithmetic, the buildings themselves lack architectural
distinction. Along with the classroom block added by Rowntree and Thorpe in 1922, the repetitive fenestration
pattern of large windows, while reflecting a concern for adequate light in the classrooms, ultimately produced
functional buildings of utilitarian character. Their design intent has also been weakened by the loss of a large
number of original windows to uPVC replacements. 

The swimming pool and gymnasium, both opened in 1902, are undoubtedly of some significance as early
examples of purpose-built specialist school facilities, but their integrity has been marred by unsympathetic
alterations and additions. The swimming pool, while of modest design quality in the first instance, with plain
brick walls throughout, has been harmed by late-C20 additions on its Mount Pleasant Road elevation (a
chlorine plant room to the right-hand side and the entrance block to the sports hall to the left), and its roofing
material and ridge light are modern replacements, the latter of a different design to the original. The Domestic
Revival style of the gymnasium (latterly used as a drama studio), while of some aesthetic quality, lacks
architectural flair overall and has been undermined by a later school building built against its south and west
sides. While such additions can be overlooked when the claims to special interest are very clear cut, this is
not the case here. 

The Essex Wing, added at the west end in 1961, is of some interest for its design by Kenneth Bayes of the
Design Research Unit, the first multi-disciplinary design office in Britain. For its late date, however, it lacks
innovation in planning and architecture, being a simple, functional building where natural light was maximised
by the use of large windows throughout. As the size of the windows reflect an awareness of thinking about
the educational needs of children, one which is reflected in the building's physical form, their replacement
with uPVC frames has further diminished its integrity. 

The final major addition took place in 1984 when a large sports hall was built at the east end. Designed by BH
Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop's Stortford, it is essentially a functional brick box which displays no
architectural innovation for its late date. While it again illustrates the school’s progressive ethos in providing
specialist education facilities, its scale and form is totally unsympathetic to the design of the original school
building, detracting greatly from its overall architectural quality. 

Some parts of the interior are well appointed, with the dining hall with its collar-truss roof and panelled walls
being particularly noteworthy. However, the infilling of the gallery with a mezzanine office has lessened its
overall interest. With regard to the remainder of the original school building and the later extensions, the
internal spaces are not very well preserved and there is little of really remarkable significance to support the
case for listing. The former Friends' Meeting Room (latterly a library) and some of the classrooms survive
well, but they were always very utilitarian, even the tower has functional spaces. Although some rooms retain
original fixtures and fittings, such as wooden doors and floors, skirting boards and fireplaces, these features
are typical for the date rather than displaying high quality materials and craftsmanship. The swimming pool
more or less survives in its original form, as does the gymnasium, but this interest is not of such significance
as to outweigh the overall lack of architectural quality displayed by these two buildings as discussed above.

With regard to planning interest, the school extensions were not laid out to any known masterplan. While
many educational establishments were often planned around courtyards and avenues, where the formality of
buildings could be offset by the symmetries and incidents of the site, the piecemeal additions at Walden
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School have more than doubled the footprint of the original school building, where its form has been
subsumed into the long and sprawling range of which it now forms part.          

Historically, as the oldest established Quaker school in England, Walden School is undoubtedly of some
significance. However, given that the school was founded in 1702 in Clerkenwell, with it being another 177
years before it moved to Saffron Walden, this interest cannot support the case for listing.

A claim that Walden School was the first purpose-built Quaker school in the country cannot be substantiated
at the present time. As Quaker settlements were initially established in Cumbria in the mid-C17, with schools
for all denominations being founded by a Quaker in Whitehaven and Kendal after 1689, it is therefore
possible that the first purpose-built schools originated in this area. Moreover, the Quaker-founded London
Lead Company established the industrial village of Nenthead in 1704 and introduced compulsory schooling
for all children. Along with the provision of houses, a reading room, public baths and a wash house, a school
was also built. Although it has since been demolished, this structure may have the strongest claim to being
the first purpose-built Quaker school in England.

Walden School, as befitting its Quaker values, was possibly designed specifically to provide a suitable
learning environment rather than to impress with imposing architecture. Its purpose-built facilities not only
show developments in educational thinking of the time, but the physical form of many of the buildings,
particularly the use of large windows to maximise natural light, reflects an awareness of thinking about the
educational needs of children. However, set against these fairly specialist claims, as influenced by the values
of the Society of Friends, are major questions about architectural interest and the degree of alteration. While
the school's centrepiece of tower and hall project an image of tradition and dignity, its overall architectural
quality, though good, does not rank it among the most accomplished schools of this period and it therefore
cannot be recommended for listing in a national context. Nevertheless, this assessment should not be taken
to undermine the local significance of the school as a prominent and affectionately regarded building within
the area in which it served. Although it does not possess special interest nationally, the building is of high
local significance, which is appropriately reflected, and protected, by its status as a locally listed building and
its location in Saffron Walden Conservation Area.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The main building at
Walden School, built in 1879 to a design by Edward Burgess, with later C19, C20 and C21 alterations and
additions, is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The main building at Walden School, built in 1879 to a design by Edward Burgess, with extension by Burgess
in 1898, 1901, 1902 and 1903, and additions by Fred Rowntree and Ralph Thorpe in 1922, Paul Mauger in
1955, Kenneth Bayes in 1961 and BH Jolly and RE Millard in 1984, is not recommended for listing for the
following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     the school was not built as Burgess originally intended, with his sophisticated Gothic Revival design being
diluted to one relying on the sparing use of Tudor and Gothic details for limited architectural affect; 

*     although the entrance tower and dining hall form an imposing centrepiece, this is not sustained across
the rest of the building, which is architecturally unassuming;

*     there is no particular quality of interior fittings or special significance of schools' planning;

*     later alterations and extensive additions, which are also of limited architectural quality, have compromised
the integrity of the original school building;

*     the extensions, which were not laid out to any known masterplan, have more than doubled the footprint of
the original school building, where its form has been subsumed into the long and sprawling range of which it
now forms part.

Historic interest:
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*     while the school is undoubtedly of some significance as a forward-looking educational establishment,
where the values of the Society of Friends resulted in the early provision of purpose-built educational
facilities, this is not of a sufficient standing in a national context to support the case for listing given its overall
lack of architectural interest.

ASSEMBLY HALL AND MUSIC SCHOOL

The assembly hall was built in 1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich. In 1984 a music school,
designed by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford, was added at its north end. The restrained Thirties
Modernist style of the assembly hall unquestionably provides an elegant solution to the functional needs of a
well-lit open space. Its entrance block provides some architectural quality while the full-height windows
project a pleasing symmetrical rhythm. Although executed in a competent manner the building, however, is
not a particularly distinguished example of its type and demonstrates little of the architectural flair, decoration
and innovation associated with the best educational buildings of the inter-war period. The music school
addition at its north end is out of scale and unsympathetic to its architectural style, while the loss of some of
the original glazing units to uPVC replacements has lessened its architectural coherence. Although the pink
brickwork and dark-stained window aprons and eaves are undeniably eye-catching in their aesthetic, the
building itself displays little in the way of design, construction and planning innovation for its late date.

The interior of the assembly hall is a pleasing and well-lit open space. Some interest is provided by the
retention of the original proscenium end stage, while the Second World War memorial clock is a poignant
and sombre reminder of those connected with the school who died during the conflict. Overall, however, it is
a utilitarian space and displays no particular quality of interior fittings. Although the interior of the music
school was not inspected, its external form suggests that it is simply fitted out, with functional spaces of
modest distinction.

While the assembly hall and music school provide some interest as part of the historic development of
Walden School, and its progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, they do not meet the
national criteria for designation due to their lack of overall architectural quality. 

Overall, although the assembly hall works very well functionally, its design lacks the exceptional architectural
qualities required from an inter-war educational building to merit listing in a national context. It does, however,
make a strong contribution to the historical development and expansion of Walden School, with its Modernist
style being a rare surviving example in Saffron Walden. This local interest is appropriately reflected, and
protected, by its inclusion in the Saffron Walden Conservation Area.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The assembly hall at
Walden School, built in 1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich, with the addition of a music school
in 1984 by BH Jolly and RE Millard, is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The assembly hall at Walden School, built in 1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich, with the
addition of a music school in 1984 by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford, is not recommended for
listing for the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     although its Modernist idiom provides an elegant solution to the functional needs of a well-lit open space,
being an unusual surviving example of the idiom in Saffron Walden, its form is derivative and displays little of
the architectural flair, decoration and innovation associated with the best educational architecture of the
inter-war period;

*     the music school displays little in the way of innovation regarding its design, construction and planning for
its late date;  

*     the loss of original glazing units to uPVC replacements has compromised the integrity of the original
design.

Historic interest:
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*     while the two buildings have some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and its
progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for their overall lack
of architectural quality in a national context.

CROYDON HOUSE

Croydon House, formerly known as Flint House, was built as a private residence in 1840. Given this, the
considerations laid out in Historic England's Domestic 3: Suburban and Country Houses Listing Selection
Guide (December 2017) should also be taken into account along with those outlined in the introductory
paragraph above. This includes date, selectivity, aesthetic judgement, technology, alteration, subsidiary
features, regional variations and historic associations. Following its purchase by the school in 1930, it was
extended and remodelled in 1931 for use as a junior school, with further remodelling carried out in 1948 to
accommodate domestic science rooms and a dormitory. A single-storey classroom block was added in the
late C20 and further internal remodelling was undertaken in the late C20/early C21. 

The building’s domestic origins are still evident in its Mount Pleasant Road elevation, where the use of
knapped flint enhances its pleasing symmetrical appearance. However, later alterations and additions for
school use have significantly eroded its original form and aesthetic. The additions are not only out of scale
and totally unsympathetic to the architectural style of the original building, but they are also very standard
pieces of school design, largely distinguished by oversized windows rather than a high level of architectural
quality.

The building’s internal layout has been reordered on several occasions since 1840, apparent in the large
number of suspended ceilings, partition walls and replacement doors. Not only is the original plan form no
longer readable, but the existing internal layout does not exhibit any important development in schools’
planning. No original fixtures and fittings of note are also known to survive.  

Although Croydon House has some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and its
progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality and high level of alteration.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. Croydon House, formerly
known as Flint House, is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

Croydon House, originally known as Flint House, built in 1840 as a private residence, converted to a junior
school in 1930-1931, with later-C20/early-C21 alterations and additions, is not recommended for listing for
the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     although the building has a pleasing symmetrical elevation, with the use of knapped flint adding to its
aesthetic quality, large-scale extensions and alterations have significantly compromised its architectural
integrity as a suburban house;

*     the C20 additions are not only out of scale and totally unsympathetic to the architectural style of the
original building, but they are also very standard pieces of school design, largely distinguished by oversized
windows rather than a high level of architectural quality;

*     the building’s original plan form is no longer readable, while its current layout does not exhibit any
important development in schools’ planning.  

Historic interest

*     while the building is of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and its
progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for its overall lack of
architectural quality in a national context, and high level of alteration.
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CROSFIELD BUILDING

The Crosfield Building, built in 1967, is of some interest for being designed by Misha Black, Kenneth Bayes
and Alexander Gibson of the Design Research Unit, the first multi-disciplinary design office in Britain.
Although it is competently executed and little altered, it lacks the overall innovation in architecture,
construction and planning that is required of buildings of this late date to merit listing. The entrance front is
unimaginative and lacking in architectural flair, with the use of first-floor clerestory windows creating large
expanses of austere brick walling rather than a pleasing symmetrical rhythm. Its external appearance has
also been significantly altered by the loss of all its original windows to uPVC replacements. While the use of
large windows on the rear elevation successfully illustrates an awareness of thinking of the educational needs
of children, this maximisation of natural light, a long-standing aim for school design dating from the late C19,
has ultimately produced façades of little architectural distinction with no embellishment.

The internal plan form, while still readable, is conventional rather than innovative for its period, with two
classrooms flanking a central staircase on each floor. While features such as doors, skirting boards and
radiators are retained, the internal spaces are plainly adorned with painted brick and concrete-block walling
and boarded wooden ceilings providing limited decorative affect. The original design intent has also been
compromised by the insertion of suspended ceilings in the ground-floor classrooms.

Although the Crosfield Building has some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and
its progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality.

The benchmark for listing post-war buildings is very demanding and in view of the above the Crosfield
Building does not hold the high level of architectural and historic interest required for listing in a national
context.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The Crosfield Building is
therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The Crosfield Building, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson in 1967, is not recommended for listing for the
following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     it is a very standard piece of design which lacks the overall architectural distinctiveness looked for in
school buildings of this late date;

*     the loss of all the original window frames to uPVC replacements has undermined the integrity of the
original design;

*     the internal spaces are plainly adorned with little elaboration.

Historic interest:

*     while the building is of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and its
progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for its overall lack of
architectural quality.

LEICESTER BUILDING

The Leicester Building, which contains six classrooms, was built in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell.
Named after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, it is a good quality composition which reflects
the school’s progressive ethos of providing specialist teaching accommodation; two classrooms were used
for the teaching of modern languages, two for mathematics and one each for history and English. Overall,
however, it is a standard piece of design which lacks the overall architectural distinctiveness needed in
school buildings of this late date to merit listing. Its conventional brick construction is architecturally modest,
while the loss of all of its original windows to uPVC replacements has further diminished its integrity.
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Moreover, its external form bears a striking similarity to that of the Crosfield Building (1967) by Black, Bayes
and Gibson, particularly its austere entrance front. Its design, therefore, appears to be one of imitation rather
than innovation. While the entrance front was enlivened in 2013 when two mosaic panels depicting Quaker
beliefs were installed on either side of the main doorway, their relatively recent date means that their artistic
interest cannot contribute to the interest, in this case.

The internal design of the building is conventional for its period. Although little changed, retaining radiators,
skirting boards, doors and an open-string staircase with ranch-style railings, the classrooms are plainly
adorned. Its plan-form is also practical rather than innovative.

Although the Leicester Building has some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and
its progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality.

The benchmark for listing post-war buildings is very demanding and in view of the above the Leicester
Building does not hold the high level of architectural interest required for listing in a national context.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The Leicester Building is
therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The Leicester Building, built in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell, is not recommended for listing for the
following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     it is a standard piece of design which lacks the overall architectural distinctiveness looked for in school
buildings of this late date;

*     the loss of all the original window frames to uPVC replacements has undermined the integrity of the
original design;

*     the internal spaces are plainly adorned with little elaboration. 

Historic interest:

*     while the building is of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, illustrating its
progressive ethos for providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality in a national context.

CROYDON GATE

The Croydon Gate is believed to date from 1708, when it was installed at the entrance to 34 Park Lane,
Croydon, a private residence which was occupied by the school from 1825 to 1879. Following the bombing of
the building in 1940 the gate spent 33 years in storage before it was re-erected between modern gate piers
on a site adjacent to the Crosfield Building and Leicester Building in 1976. Historic England's Street Furniture
Listing Selection Guide (December 2017) states that age and rarity of ironwork for gates and gate piers are
likely to be the significant factors when determining their eligibility for listing. However, as indicated by the title
of the Selection Guide, this is primarily applicable to structures that are still in situ, performing the function for
which they were originally designed. 

Of an early-C18 origin, the gate is certainly of some interest on the grounds of date alone. Although it has
been stylistically credited to Thomas Robinson (d 1723) of Hyde Park Corner, London, this attribution has not
been supported by documentary evidence. In the absence of clear documentation, its attribution to a
prominent ironsmith, who worked at St Paul’s Cathedral under Jean Tijou, is therefore not without difficulties,
and can only be measured against known examples of his work. During the late C17 and early C18, as
interest in the aesthetics of ironwork grew, the demand for impressive wrought ironwork influenced by
continental designs increased. This is evident in Robinson's gates at New College, Oxford (1711) and Trinity
College, Oxford (1714), his only known gates that still survive. These two gates display splendid linear
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rhythms accentuated by decorative scrollwork with rich Baroque overthrows. Croydon Gate, on the other
hand, is more conservative in its aesthetic, with simple linear bars surmounted by an ornamental overthrow.
While it is obviously not of the same high quality as Robinson's Oxford gates, this does not necessarily rule
out an attribution to him. However, as its form represents a continuation of traditional blacksmith designs and
techniques, one which reduces its claim to aesthetic interest, it is possible that the gate could also be the
work of one of the many independent ironsmiths working in England in the C18; it is known that the smiths
Thomas Warren, Richard Booth and William Partridge produced similar linear designs for colleges at
Cambridge and Oxford. At present, therefore, an attribution to Thomas Robinson cannot be used to support
the case for listing.   

A further two factors which have significantly eroded the gate's claims to significance are the fact that it no
longer survives in situ and it has lost its original gate piers. Listed examples of gates and gate piers are often
associated with a primary building and still perform the function for which they were originally designed. This
loss of historic context, with the modern gate piers also detracting from its aesthetic interest, means that
Croydon Gate cannot be recommended for listing. It does, however, have considerable local interest,
particularly as it serves as a fitting reminder of the school's long and illustrious history, one which is
appropriately reflected, and protected, by its inclusion in the Saffron Walden Conservation Area.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The Croydon Gate is
therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The Croydon Gate, a wrought-iron gate dating from 1708, possibly designed by Thomas Robinson, which
was re-erected at Walden School in 1976, is not recommended for listing for the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     the suggested attribution to the blacksmith Thomas Robinson cannot be substantiated;

*     its design is one which is seen to represent a continuation of traditional blacksmith designs and
techniques rather than being innovative;   

*     the original design intent has been eroded by the loss of the gate piers. 

Historic interest:

*     as it no longer serves the building for which it was originally designed it has lost its historic context.

CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS LABORATORY BUILDING

The single-storey building housing the chemistry and physics laboratories was built in 1955 to a design by
Paul Mauger, a former pupil. During its first term of use the physics laboratory was gutted by a fire and
subsequently refurbished. While the building is of some interest in illustrating the school’s progressive ethos
of providing specialist teaching facilities, it is an unremarkable example of a post-war educational building
which cannot be regarded as being innovative in terms of architecture, planning, materials or construction for
its late date. Essentially it lacks variety, with the fenestration pattern revealing that it was, above all else,
primarily designed as a functional space where natural light was maximised for the use of scientific
equipment. Alterations in the late C20 and 2000, including the application of cement render to the front and
rear elevations, the replacement of all the original windows with uPVC frames and the insertion of a porch on
the entrance front, have further diminished its limited architectural integrity. As the interior was refurbished in
2000 it retains no historic fixtures and fittings of note. While it is of some interest as part of the historic
development of Walden School, illustrating its progressive ethos for providing specialist educational facilities,
this does not compensate for the building’s overall lack of architectural quality.

The benchmark for listing post-war buildings is very demanding and in view of the above the building housing
the chemistry and physics laboratories does not hold the high level of architectural interest required for listing
in a national context.

CONCLUSION
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After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The chemistry and physics
laboratory building at Walden School is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The chemistry and physics laboratory building at Walden School, built in 1955 to a design by Paul Mauger,
with later alterations and additions, is not recommended for listing for the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     it is an unremarkable example of a post-war educational building which lacks innovation for a building of
its date;

*     later alterations, including the application of cement render, the loss of all its original windows to uPVC
replacements and the insertion of a porch, has further diminished its limited architectural integrity;

*     the interior was refurbished in 2000 and retains no historic fixtures and fittings of note.

Historic interest:

*     while the building is of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, illustrating its
progressive ethos for providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for its overall lack of
architectural quality in a national context.

BIOLOGY LABORATORY

The biology laboratory was built in 1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.  It was initially used for
the teaching of biology and geography but by the late C20 it was  used solely for the teaching of biology.
Along with Johns and Slater’s contemporary assembly hall, the biology laboratory deploys a restrained
Modernist aesthetic which is perfectly competent but architecturally modest given its late date. While the
building works very well functionally, with the fenestration pattern maximising natural light and projecting a
pleasing symmetrical rhythm, it lacks the daring and experimental qualities of the best educational buildings
of the inter-war years. Although Johns and Slater successfully maximised its internal space by placing the
main entrance in a corridor on the east side, this has ultimately deprived the building of a strong focal point
around which a more influential aesthetic could have been shaped. Moreover, the corridor range itself is of
little merit, being both out of scale and totally unsympathetic to the architectural style of the main building.
The design intent has also been undermined by a late-C20 addition on the west side, which now obscures a
significant proportion of this elevation.

Internally, the layout of the two classrooms and a staff room accessed from a corridor on the building’s east
side remains intact, while some original fixtures and fittings, including glazed doors and floor tiles, survive
in-situ. However, the two laboratories, while never of the highest quality in the first instance, have been
refurbished and retain no historic fixtures and fittings of note.

Although the biology laboratory has some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and
its progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality.

Overall, although the building works very well functionally, its design lacks the exceptional architectural
qualities required from an inter-war educational building to merit listing in a national context. It does, however,
make a strong contribution to the historical development and expansion of Walden School, with its Thirties
Modernist style being a rare surviving example in Saffron Walden. This local interest is appropriately
reflected, and protected, by its inclusion in the Saffron Walden Conservation Area.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The biology laboratory at
Walden School is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION
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The biology laboratory, built in 1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich, with late-C20 alterations and
additions, is not recommended for listing for the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     although its Thirties Modernist idiom provides an elegant solution to the functional needs of a well-lit open
space, being an unusual surviving example of the idiom in Saffron Walden, its form is derivative and displays
little of the architectural flair, decoration and innovation associated with the best educational architecture of
the inter-war period;

*     by placing the main entrance in a corridor on the east side, the building lacks a strong focal point around
which its aesthetic could have been shaped;

*     the two laboratories have been refurbished and retain no fixtures and fittings of note.

Historic interest:

*     while of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, illustrating its progressive
ethos for providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s overall lack of
architectural quality.

CRAFT, DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY BUILDING

The craft, design and technology (CDT) building was initially built as a classroom block in 1950 to a design by
Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit (DRU). It was converted to CDT use in 1967 and extended in
1987. Initial interest in the building is derived from it being the work of DRU, the first multi-disciplinary design
office in Britain. With the school only raising £12,000 of the £35,000 sought for its ‘Post-War Fund for
Extension and Modernisation’, the DRU was probably employed to try to produce a functional building of
some architectural distinction at limited cost. Bayes’s use of flint-faced concrete blocks, which acknowledges
the proximity of Croydon House (see above), provides a welcome variety from the brick-built buildings that
dominate the school's expansion programme. Where the design falls short, however, is the monotonous
deployment of this material, with its austerity only being relieved by a small number of metal-framed
casement windows. Although the ‘goalpost’ surround, which acted as the original entrance, provides an
attractive focal point, its design intent has been diminished by the loss of the original door and window to
modern replacements. The 1987 addition is also of no merit, being a functional brick-built structure that is
totally unsympathetic to the architectural style of the original building. Internally, the building is functional in its
aesthetic, with plastered and painted walls and ceilings to the 1950 block and fair-faced concrete block walls
(partially painted) to the 1987 addition. It retains no historic fixtures and fittings of note. 

Although the CDT building has some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, and its
progressive ethos of providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for the building’s
overall lack of architectural quality.

The benchmark for listing post-war buildings is very demanding and in view of the above the craft, design and
technology building does not hold the high level of architectural interest required for listing in a national
context.

CONCLUSION

After examining all the available records and other relevant information and having carefully considered the
architectural and historic interest of this case, the criteria for listing are not fulfilled. The craft, design and
technology building at Walden School is therefore not recommended for listing.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION DECISION

The craft, design and technology building at Walden School, originally built as a classroom block in 1950 by
Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit, with later alterations and additions, is not recommended for
listing for the following principal reasons:

Architectural interest:

*     it is an unremarkable example of a post-war educational building which lacks innovation for its late date;
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*     alterations and additions have compromised the original design intent;

*     the interior retains no historic fixtures and fittings of note.

Historic interest:

*     while the building is of some interest as part of the historic development of Walden School, illustrating its
progressive ethos for providing specialist educational facilities, this does not compensate for its overall lack of
architectural quality.

SUMMARY

A great number of schools were built in the mid- to late Victorian era, largely as a result of the passing of the
Education Act of 1870. Only the very best examples can be recommended for addition to the List and
amongst the qualities which are sought are factors such as architectural quality, intactness, rarity and
innovation in plan form which reflect contemporary advances in educational thinking. The form of the original
school building by Burgess can still be read, but the many and sizeable additions of the later C19 and C20
have altered the building considerably and are not, of themselves of sufficient interest or importance to merit
listing and do not reflect particular innovation above and beyond the national norm at this date. In its altered
state the school does not meet the high standards required for the listing of a building of this type and date.
As a prominent and affectionately regarded building in the area which it served, Walden School clearly has
strong local interest however.

Countersigning comments:

Agree. The Former Friends School, Saffron Walden is a notable building of considerable local interest but is,
on the whole, architecturally modest and has undergone numerous, incremental alterations and additions
which have diminished the original architectural composition. As such it does not meet the criteria for listing in
a national context. Caroline Skinner 14/11/2018

Second Countersigning comments:

Agreed, the structures assessed at Walden School should not be added to the List. Tony Calladine. 21 Nov
2018
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Annex 1
Factual Details

Name: Main Building at Walden School (formerly Friends' School)

Location: Friends School, Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  

In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.  

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds.  Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    
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In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    

The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
The main range at the former Walden School, originally known as the Friends' School, a former Quaker day
and boarding school. It comprises the original school building which opened in 1879 to a design by Edward
Burgess, along with additions by Burgess in 1898, 1901, 1902 and 1903. Further additions were added by
Fred Rowntree and Ralph Thorpe in 1922, by Paul Mauger in 1955, by Kenneth Bayes in 1961 and by BH
Jolly and RE Millard in 1984. The school closed in 2017.

MATERIALS: the buildings are largely of red brick, with terracotta dressings used for the original school
building, with tile and pantile roofs and brick stacks.

PLAN: the main range is broadly rectangular-on-plan, aligned east to west, with the original school building
(1879) standing at the centre. Attached to its north-east corner is a three-storey range (1903), originally
masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a lecture theatre and a workshop, while a two-and-a-half-storey
classroom block (1922) adjoins its south-east corner. Standing to the east is a single-storey art room (1922)
and a two-and-a-half storey range (1902) housing a boys' changing room and a drama studio (originally a
gymnasium), with a girls' changing room (1955) attached to is south side. To the east again is a swimming
bath (1902) and then a large sports hall (1984).           
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Projecting from the north side of the art room is a small, two-storey range (1898) which originally housed
music and dark rooms but was remodelled in the late C20 as a study centre.

Adjoining the west side of the original school building is a three-storey classroom and dormitory block and a
single-storey range (both 1901), the latter built to accommodate mistresses’ rooms, but converted to a
medical centre and dormitory in 1995. Attached to its west side is a two-storey classroom block known as the
Essex Wing (1961).

EXTERIOR: the original school building of 1879, which displays some Tudor and Gothic details in its
aesthetic, comprises an asymmetrical composition of mainly two-, two-and-a-half and three-storeys. At the
centre of its north-facing principal elevation is a five-storey entrance tower incorporating a three-storey canted
corner bay, both with moulded cornices and crenellated parapets. The corner bay contains a recessed porch
with a double pointed arch of which the inner arch is of terracotta with fleur-de-lis ornamentation. It springs
from engaged octagonal columns with terracotta capitals while the spandrels to the arch are laid in
herringbone bond and decorated with terracotta floral tiles. Above the porch is two-storey canted oriel with a
terracotta-tiled quatrefoil band to its corbelled apron. On each floor there are single, flat-headed windows with
cusped lights. The tower's five-storey north face has round-headed lancets to the top floor and flat-headed
windows with cusped lights to the other four floors. Concealed behind the parapet is a pyramidal tiled roof. All
the windows in the tower, which is framed by off-set buttresses, have terracotta surrounds.

Projecting to the right-hand side of the entrance tower is a gable-ended dining hall. It has two, double-height,
mullion and transom windows and a rectangular clerestory window, all of three cusped lights with terracotta
surrounds and moulded drip moulds. The apex of the gable is embellished with a geometric brick pattern in
shallow relief while its left-hand return wall is divided into two blind bays by three offset buttresses.

Adjoining the right-hand side of the dining hall is a long, asymmetrical range of one-, one-and-a-half and
two-storeys, with a scattered fenestration pattern across its eight unequal bays. The two-storey sixth bay,
which forms a gateway to a rear courtyard known as the ‘Kitchen Court’, is gabled with a four-centred
carriage arch with arched brick ribs to the soffit. Above the arch is a four-light oriel and to its right-hand side is
a truncated stack.  

Standing on the south side of the courtyard, rising above two late-C19/C20 additions partly concealing its
lower storeys, is the three-storey north wall of the original girls’ classroom block and its identical addition of
1901. Its combined first floor level contains three, twelve-over-nine horned sashes and a fire-escape door,
while its second floor has a central pair of two-light casements flanked on each side by single-light windows
which are in turn flanked by horned sashes. Attached to the right-hand side of the three-storey extension is a
single-storey addition of 1901. Its north wall has three cross casements with segmental heads and a
rectangular uPVC window.   

Moving back to the entrance tower, the section of the original school building standing to its left-hand side is
formed of an asymmetrical composition of two distinct ranges. The first range, which stands to the tower's
immediate left, is of two-and-a-half-storeys with offset buttresses with cusped gablets dividing it into 2:2:1
bays. Both principal floors have tripartite sashes with square-paned transom lights while the attic has
three-light dormers of late-C20 date. Placed between the ground and first floor windows are moulded
terracotta panels with a repeating diamond pattern embellished with quatrefoils. Rising from its ridge are two
brick stacks with corbelled tops, while a third identical stack rises at the rear.  

Projecting to the left is a three-storey range divided into two gabled bays by offset buttresses. The ground
floor has six, single-light casements, with two, three-light casements on the upper floors, those on the first
floor being oversized. The windows on the ground and first floors are flat-headed beneath segmental brick
arches while those on the second floor are flat-headed with flat-headed brick arches with drip moulds. The
gables contain arrow-slit windows.  

Attached to the left is a three-storey extension built in 1922 to accommodate masters’ rooms, science
laboratories, a lecture room and a workshop. Of three unequal bays, the gabled centre bay breaks forward
with six-over-six horned sashes on each floor, of which the second-floor window has an aediculed surround.
The right-hand side bay has a round-headed, recessed porch with six-over-six and three-over-six horned
sashes on the first and second floors respectively. Its left-hand side bay has six-over-six horned sashes on
the first two floors and a three-over-six horned sash on the second floor. Two tall brick stacks rise from the
ridge.
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Standing to the left-hand side of the 1922 extension, projecting on a north-south alignment from a late-C20
flat-roofed addition adjoining the north side of the art room (1922), is a narrow block of
one-and-a-half-storeys. It was built in 1892 to accommodate music and dark rooms and then remodelled in
the late C20 as a study centre. The building's east and west walls both have segmental-headed casement
windows with square-paned glazing and gabled dormers; the former also with an oculus and a plain wooden
door. A late-C20 external staircase of brick and concrete rises to a late-C20 wooden doorway inserted into
the attic storey at the north gable end. Its deep concrete plinth and pantile roof date from the late C20.

To the left again stands a two-and-a-half-storey range built in 1902 to accommodate changing rooms on the
ground floor and a gymnasium (latterly a drama studio) on the first floor. Its ground floor has three, two-light
casement windows across which a later-C20 wooden staircase rises to a later-C20 wooden door inserted into
the right-hand section of a tripartite, first-floor, casement window of 2:3:2-lights. Above a deep, moulded
cornice is a gabled attic storey with a central oculus set within a geometric pattern of half-timbering. All the
windows have square-paned glazing.

Adjoining the left-hand side of the former gymnasium is a contemporary swimming bath. It is
rectangular-on-plan, aligned east to west, with a blind north wall with a dentilled eaves, divided into eight bays
by plain pilasters. Its early-C21 pantile roof has a glazed ridge light. A late-C20 catslide addition adjoins its
right-hand end while its left-hand end is connected to the 1984 sports hall by a contemporary link
block/entrance range.  

The sports hall, which book ends the main range's east end, is also rectangular-on-plan, aligned north-south.
It has blind, pink, brick walls divided by pilasters that rise to a deep eaves of horizontal boarded timber.

The rear elevation of the original school building, which is of three-storeys across twenty unequal bays, and
the west-side classroom addition of 1901, which is part three- and part four-storey across four bays, are both
characterised by rows of horned sashes and oversized casement windows; many of the casements are uPVC
replacements. Most windows on the ground and first floor, and the second floor of the 1901 range, are
segmental headed while those on the upper floors are flat headed. The main focal point at the rear of the
original building is an off-centre left projecting range of two wide bays. Its ground floor has two, four-light
mullion and transom windows with cusped lights and terracotta surrounds while its first floor has a central,
single-light, oriel flanked to its left and right by three and two-light casements respectively. Rising above the
oriel at second-floor level is the base of a truncated stack, which has a clock (reputedly from the school's
Croydon building) inserted into its walling. It is flanked on each side by four, two-over-two, horned sashes.

Adjoining the left-hand side of the classroom addition of 1901 is the south wall of the contemporary
single-storey range, with three-light casements beneath segmental heads. Adjoining its west side, and
forming a small courtyard, is the Essex Wing, a two-storey classroom block of 1961. It is roughly
T-shaped-on-plan, with large cross windows to both the ground floor and the first floor gable ends, while the
upper storeys have two-light casements, all uPVC replacements. A glazed corridor on its east side links it to
the 1901 range. Attached to its north gable wall is a two-storey ancillary block of probable contemporary date.
Its ground floor is largely comprised of single- and double-wooden doors on its east and west sides, while its
gabled north wall has single-light casement windows to each floor.

At the west end of the original school building, standing on a north-south alignment with a rectangular plan, is
a two-and-a-half-storey classroom addition of 1922. This is of a restrained Queen Anne style with corner
pilasters and coved eaves. Its six-bay east wall has uPVC cross casement windows across both floors, while
its north wall has a central recessed panel containing a two-light casement on the ground floor, a large cross
casement on the first floor and two half dormers with cross casements to the attic, all of uPVC. On its east
side, against which a later-C20, flat-roofed, infill block now obscures its ground floor, there are single and
paired two-light casements to the first floor and a large, seven-light dormer to the attic, all timber-framed.

Adjoining the right-hand side of a later-C20 infill block, is tall, single-storey art room of 1902. It is
rectangular-on-plan, aligned north-south, with a pair of two-light casements and wheel window to its
gable-ended south wall. It is now accessed through the infill block which has half-glazed, double doors
beneath a flat hood.  

Attached to the east side of the art room is a two-and-a-half-storey range which contains a boys' changing
room on the ground floor and a drama studio (originally a gymnasium) on the first floor. Its gabled south wall,
to which a girls' changing room of 1955 date projects from its ground floor, is identical to its north wall, with a
tripartite first-floor window of 2:3:2-lights (the glazing bars now missing to the left-hand side light) and a
dentilled gabled with a central oculus set within a geometric pattern of half-timbering. Its left-hand return wall
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is of five pilastered bays with two-light cross casements to each first-floor bay. The right-hand end bay of the
ground floor has a doorway with a segmental aedicule. All the windows have square-paned glazing

To the right again, the south wall of the swimming bath is also identical to that of its north façade, with blind
brick walling with a dentilled eaves, divided into eight bays by plain pilasters. Its east wall has an oculus to the
apex of the gable.                      

INTERIOR: the rooms in the original school building of 1879 and its additions of 1901 and 1902 stand to the
north and south sides of an east-west aligned spine corridor. The upper floors of the 1903 and 1922
extensions have an identical layout, whereas the ground floor layout of these two additions has been altered
in the C20/early C21. The rooms in the 1961 addition at the west end stand on the east and west sides of a
north-south aligned corridor. 

The building's principal internal area of interest is the dining hall, which stands on the north side of the spine
corridor, at the centre of the original school building. It has a six-bay collar-truss roof with arch braces
springing from foliated corbelled brackets. Each collar is dentilled above which is an open arcade of
round-headed lights supporting king posts and struts. Its walls are covered with square-framed panelling (a
section on the west side has been removed to accommodate a servery) and an original hinged bench seat
survives in the north-west corner. A former open gallery on the south side was infilled in the late C20 to
create a mezzanine office space. The adjoining kitchen range to the west has bolted queen-post roof trusses
and plain plastered and painted walls.

Standing directly opposite the dining hall, on the south side of the corridor, is the former Friends’ Meeting
Room, converted into a library in 1936. It has plastered and painted walls with two blind segmental arches on
the north side and a rectangular-panelled ceiling with ribs supported by moulded brackets. On its west side is
an oak bookcase inscribed in memory of John Edward and Anna Phillis Walker, headmaster and
headmistress from 1890 to 1922.

The majority of the remaining rooms in the original school building, which were mainly used as classrooms,
administrative offices and dormitories, along with ancillary functions such as a medical centre, changing
rooms and staff flats, are primarily functional in their aesthetic. Most have plastered and painted walls and
ceilings, with some painted brick walls in places, along with plain skirting boards, picture rails and cornices. A
large number retain original wooden panelled doors, some with panelled architraves, but many have been
replaced with modern fire doors. Several rooms in the original building are also characterised by ceiling
beams supported by paired diagonal brackets. The main central staircase is close-stringed with turned
wooden balusters and a moulded handrail, while the concrete staircases at the boys’ and girls’ ends are
open-stringed with metal stick balusters.

The swimming pool is comprised of glazed red brick to dado level above which is yellow stock brick with a
polychromatic eaves course of red brick. The east gable end wall also has horizontal red brick banding. Its
six-bay roof is comprised of king-post steel trusses with steel tie rods rising above the level of the supporting
steel wall brackets.  

The former gymnasium, latterly a drama studio, is reached by a closed-string, open-well staircase with stick
balusters, moulded handrails and newel posts with round-topped finials. It has a boarded floor, bare brick
walls and a five-bay roof of arch-braced steel trusses with a boarded ceiling. Inserted at the south end is a
late-C20, mezzanine control booth. The ground-floor changing room has painted brick and plaster walls with
a vinyl floor and boarded ceiling.           

The original ground-floor classrooms in the Essex Wing have parquet floors, plastered and painted walls and
acoustic ceiling tiles, with the corridors having an identical treatment with terracotta-tiled floors instead of
parquet. The refurbished ground-floor classrooms, latterly used for domestic science, have vinyl floors,
plastered and painted walls and suspended ceilings incorporating lighting units. Placed in a bare-brick
stairwell is a dog-leg, boarded concrete, staircase with half landing and metal, stick balusters and ranch style
railings. The first-floor classrooms (latterly used for art) and the staff room also have parquet floors, plastered
and painted walls and ceilings clad in boarded timber.     

The interior of the sports hall was not inspected.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
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Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
Websites
Information from the Friends' School Saffron Walden Old Scholars Association website, accessed 26 June
2018 from http://www.oldscholars.com/
Other
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Annex 2
Factual Details

Name: Assembly Hall and Music School at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.
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In 1786 the School moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
Assembly hall at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, built in 1936 to a design by Johns
and Slater of Ipswich, with a music school added in 1984 by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop's Stortford.

MATERIALS: the assembly hall is of Flemish bond red brick with a pantile roof while the music school is of
stretcher bond pink brick with a bituminous felt roof.  

PLAN: the assembly room is rectangular-on-plan, aligned north-south, while the music school adjoins its
north side and has an inverted U-shaped plan.    

EXTERIOR: the assembly hall, which has a Thirties Modernist style, has metal-framed windows and a
double-height main hall with a gabled roof with pedimented gables and a moulded eaves cornice.
Single-storey ancillary ranges are flat-roofed with a double-banded eaves of soldier-coursed brickwork and
concrete-coped parapets.  

The hall's east-facing entrance front is of seven symmetrical bays. Projecting at its centre is a three-bay
entrance block with central, double doors set within a raised surround with a decorative keystone and a
stepped parapet of soldier-coursed brickwork. It is flanked by receding half bays, with the two bays flanking
the doorway having rectangular windows with horizontal glazing bars. The remaining four bays of the main
hall range have double-leaf French windows (of which two are uPVC replacements) and two-light clerestorey
windows, all with horizontal glazing bars.

The rear (west) elevation is also of seven bays, with a two-bay ancillary range projecting at the right-hand
end. All have double-leaf French windows and two-light clerestorey windows, all with horizontal glazing bars;
the French window to the second bay from the left is a uPVC replacement.     

To the south gable end there is a single-storey ancillary range, with rectangular windows with horizontal
glazing bars on its east, west and south sides. Its east side also has a recessed porch while its west side has
half-glazed double doors.  

Adjoining the north gable end is a flat-roofed music school addition of 1984. Its principal entrance is on the
west side and comprises a recessed porch with half-glazed double doors beneath a flat hood with a deep
fascia clad in horizontal timber boarding. The remainder of the building has an identical aesthetic comprised
of pink brick walls divided at regular intervals by rectangular, single-light, timber windows with weatherboard
aprons. Above is a deep fascia clad in horizontal timber boarding. 

INTERIOR: the entrance lobby to the assembly hall has a terracotta-tiled floor and a set of glazed double
doors with a triplet of horizontal glazing bars. The main hall is divided into seven bays by cambered roof
trusses encased in painted plasterboard, with the ceiling itself also of painted plasterboard. The walls are
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painted and plastered with raised and fielded panels between the windows. At the south end is a proscenium
stage which retains its original wooden floorboards. The flooring to the rest of the hall is of late-C20/early-C21
laminated timber. Above the door on the east side is a Second World War memorial clock with a wooden
plaque reading 'Presented at Whitsun 1948 by the Old Scholars / as a tribute to the service of all connected /
with the School during the years of the war'.  

The interior of the music school was not inspected.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 3
Factual Details

Name: Croydon House

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
A former detached house, originally known as Flint House, built in 1840. It was converted into a junior school
at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, in 1930 and extended in 1931 by Johns and
Slater of Ipswich. In 1948 it was remodelled to accommodate domestic science rooms and a dormitory. A
single-storey classroom block was added in the late C20 and internal alterations were undertaken in the late
C20/early C21.   

MATERIALS: the original house is of knapped flint with stock brick and stone dressings and a slate roof. The
two-storey rear addition of 1931 is of brick while the single-storey additions of 1931 and the late C20 are
roughcast rendered, all with flat roofs covered with bituminous felt.  

PLAN: the building, which stands at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, is roughly
rectangular-on-plan. Its front range comprises the original house of 1840, which is aligned east-west, and a
large rear addition of 1931, which is aligned north-south.  

EXTERIOR: the north-facing principal elevation of 1840, which is of two storeys in three bays, is of knapped
flint with brick pilastered quoins with a flint infill. Between the windows are vertical brick bands which rise the
full height of the building to a dentilled eaves course. At the centre of the ground floor is a C20 panelled door
with a rectangular fanlight set within a raised flint and brick surround with a stone lintel and a dentilled
cornice. Flanking the doorway on each side are six-over-six unhorned sashes with stone cills and lintels with
dropped keystones. The first floor has three identical windows along with a rectangular window of
square-paned glazing immediately to the left-hand side of the centre window. The hipped roof has a deep,
overhanging eaves with boarded soffits and decorative fascia boards. 

At the rear the addition of 1931 projects as a two-storey cross wing from the rear of the former house and
rises to a taller but narrower two-storey block at its south end. The east side of the cross wing range has a
four-bay loggia with brick columns with moulded capitals. At the centre of the ground floor is a large, tripartite
window comprised of an eight-over-eight horned sash flanked by six-over-six horned sashes. To its left is a
late-C20 door and to its right is a former doorway, now with a late-C20 window with square-paned glazing,
and then a six-over-six horned sash. On the first floor there are three six-over-six horned sashes and two
rectangular windows of square-paned glazing. The south face of the narrower block at the south end has two,
single-light, rectangular windows on the ground floor and a large, two-light, rectangular window with transoms
on the first floor, all with square-paned glazing. Adjoining its west side is a contemporary, single-storey
classroom block with oversized, single-light windows with square-paned glazing with hopper-opening lower
panes and top-hung upper panes.       

Adjoining the west side is a late-C20, single-storey, classroom block. At its right-hand end is a tripartite sash
comprised on an eight-over-eight horned sash flanked by six-over-six horned sashes. To its left are paired
six-over-six horned sashes and at the left-hand end there is a single, six-over-six horned sash.
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INTERIOR: it has a modest interior of plastered and painted walls and ceilings, with the majority of the rooms
now subdivided by stud partition walls to create bedrooms and communal rooms for dormitory use. Some
original skirting boards along with dado rails and picture rails survive in the 1840 house and the 1931
extension, but the majority of the fixtures and fittings from these two main phases, including doors and
fireplaces, have now been removed.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley, James, Pevsner, Nikolaus, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-60
Watson, T (Editor), A History of Friends' Junior School, (2012), 14-17
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends' School, Saffron
Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 4
Factual Details

Name: Crosfield Building at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.   

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
Classroom block at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, built in 1967 to a design by
Black, Bayes and Gibson of the Design Research Unit.

MATERIALS: of brick with a plain tile roof.

PLAN: the building is rectangular-on-plan, aligned east to west. Although it projects a two-storey external
appearance, the classrooms occupy an internal space of two-and-a-half-storeys.  

EXTERIOR: the north-facing entrance front is of seven symmetrical bays with half-glazed double doors to the
centre of the ground floor. The other ground-floor bays have two-light uPVC casements, while the first-floor
has seven, timber-framed, clerestory windows.

The rear (south) elevation has a blind central bay flanked on the ground floor by two-light casements with
deep transom lights. On the first floor there are seven two-light casements. All are uPVC replacements.     

The left-hand (east) gable end has a two-light cross casement at first floor level while the right-hand (west)
gable end is blind.

INTERIOR: the two ground-floor classrooms stand to east and west side of a central entrance lobby while the
two on the first floor are accessed by a dog-leg staircase with a closed-string upper section with metal stick
balusters and ranch-style timber railings. The external-facing classroom walls are of painted brick while the
internal walls, along with those to the stairwell, are of painted concrete block. Both ground-floor classrooms
have suspended ceilings incorporating lighting units while the ceilings to the first-floor classrooms and
stairwell are of boarded wooden panels. All the classrooms retain their original wooden doors with glazed
centre panels.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 5
Factual Details

Name: Leicester Building at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the School £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
Classroom block at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, built in 1975 to a design by
Philip M Cowell.

MATERIALS: of stretcher bond brick with asbestos slate roofs with gablets.  

PLAN: the two-storey building has an inverted T-shape plan with a north-south aligned entrance block and an
east-west aligned rear range.    

EXTERIOR: the building's uPVC casement windows and timber-framed glazed doors are all early-C21
replacements.     

The eight-bay entrance block faces east with off-centre left glazed double-doors beneath and early-C21 open
porch. Placed on the wall to either side of the doorway are two mosaic panels which are dated 2013 and
depict Quaker beliefs. Designed by the multi-media artist Jim Anderson, the left-hand side panel is titled 'Live
Adventurously' and right-hand side panel is titled 'Walk Cheerfully'. Above the doorway, on the first floor,
there is a two-light casement with a top transom light. The remaining seven ground-floor bays all have a
two-light casement while those on the first-floor bay have single-light, horizontal, rectangular windows.           

At the rear of the front range, placed on the same alignment as the entrance bay, is a two-storey, flat-roofed,
link block. Its north and south sides both have glazed double-doors beneath early-C21 flat hoods, the latter
dividing the doorway from original fanlights, while the first floors are slate-hung with clerestory windows. The
remaining seven bays at the rear have two rows of two-light uPVC casements with top transom lights; the
ground-floor transoms being deeper.       

The longer north and south walls of the rear range are of four bays, with the north side having two rows of
two-light casements with top transoms; the ground-floor transoms are deeper while the windows to the two
bays at the right-hand end are also wider. On the south side, the ground floor has an early-C21 addition at the
left-hand side, with two, single-light, horizontal windows above it on the first floor. The two left-hand side bays
have two-light casements with transoms to both floors, of which the ground-floor transoms are deeper. 

INTERIOR: the internal spaces are functional in their aesthetic with plastered and painted walls and ceilings
and plain skirting boards throughout. Original wooden doors have glazed centre panels and plain wooden
architraves. The first floor is reached by an open-string, dog-leg staircase with metal stick balusters and
ranch-style timber railings.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
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Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 6
Factual Details

Name: Croydon Gate at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
A wrought-iron gate dating from 1708, possibly designed by Thomas Robinson. It was installed at Walden
School, formerly the Friends' School, in 1976 and restored in 2003. 

MATERIALS: a wrought-iron gate with brick piers with stone caps.

PLAN: the gate stands on an east-west axis at the entrance to a north-south aligned footpath leading to the
Leicester building (1975).      

DETAILS: a single-leaf wrought-iron gate of 1708, with a scrolled overthrow and fixed side panels. It stands
between brick piers with flat stone caps dating from 1976.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 7
Factual Details

Name: Chemistry and Physics Laboratories at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
Chemistry and physics laboratories at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, built in 1955
to a design by Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use in 1955 and
rebuilt in the same year. Both laboratories were refurbished in 2000.

MATERIALS: of brick, cement-rendered on the north and south sides, with a shallow-pitched roof covered
with bituminous felt.

PLAN: the single-storey building is rectangular on plan, aligned east to west, with the chemistry laboratory on
the east side and the physics laboratory on the west side.   

EXTERIOR: the north-facing principal façade, which was cement rendered in 2000, is divided into ten bays by
plain pilasters. At its centre is a projecting, four-bay entrance block of later-C20 date, with a overhanging flat
roof supported by four steel columns (two at each end). Positioned between the columns are glazed double
doors with uPVC frames and sidelights. To the walling between the doors there is a single-light window
(originally of two-lights) and a two-light window, both with uPVC frames. The remaining six bays of the north
façade have one-over-one uPVC casement windows.

The south-facing rear elevation, which was also cement rendered in 2000, has glazed doors with uPVC
frames to the second and ninth bays. The remaining eight bays have one-over-one uPVC casement
windows.  

The two, shallow-pitched, gable ends are of Flemish bond brick. A large, wooden, storage shed, probably of
2000 date, adjoins the east gable end.

INTERIOR: the fixtures and fittings in the two laboratories and the centrally-placed teachers room largely date
from the building's refurbishment in 2000. This includes painted plasterboard walls, suspended ceilings
incorporating lighting units, vinyl floors and free-standing workbenches placed in perimeter and peninsula
arrangements.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 659-660
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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Annex 8
Factual Details

Name: Biology Laboratory at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
A former biology laboratory and geography classroom at Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, built in
1936 to a design by Johns and Slater of Ipswich. When the school closed in 2017 it was being solely used for
the teaching of biology.   

MATERIALS: of English bond brick with a plain tile roof.

PLAN: the building has a north-south aligned rectangular footprint of three distinct ranges: a tall,
single-storey, L-shaped classroom block, a contemporary, north-south aligned entrance corridor on its east
side and a late-C20, single-storey addition in the angle on the west side.        

EXTERIOR: the north façade of the classroom block has six, tall, flat-headed windows arranged in pairs, with
horizontal glazing bars, brick cills and continuous cill and lintel bands of soldier-coursed brickwork. Windows
are metal framed with lower-level hopper lights.  

The west side of the classroom block has four identical windows, again with brick cills and continuous cill and
lintel bands of soldier-coursed brickwork. Projecting to its right, in the angle of the L-shaped classroom block,
is a late-C20, single-storey range. To its left-hand side there is a large corner widow of 1:4 irregular lights,
while the remainder of the façade has a four rectangular windows with horizontal glazing bars. Visible above
the flat roof of this range are the top two lights of the original tall, flat-headed windows which were retained as
clerestorey windows when the addition was added; the remaining sections of the original window openings,
which survive within the late-C20 range, now accommodate late-C20 casement windows.    

Flanking the left-hand side of the classroom block is a single-storey entrance corridor, with a single entrance
bay containing a half-glazed plank door. Its east wall has a brick plinth and weatherboard cladding with two,
three-light windows and glazed double doors. Visible above its flat roof, which has several roof lights, are two
pairs of clerestorey windows to the east wall of the classroom block.  

The north wall of the classroom block, which is gabled, is blind, with continuous cill and lintel bands of
soldier-coursed brickwork.

INTERIOR: the two laboratory rooms are functional in their aesthetic with plastered and painted walls and
ceilings, vinyl floors, suspended lighting units and free-standing workbenches of late-C20/early-C21 date.  

The late-C20 range on the west side has exposed floorboards and ceiling beams and contemporary
workbenches placed along the perimeter of the west wall.

The entrance corridor has a terracotta-tiled floor, painted brick walls and a boarded ceiling.
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Annex 9
Factual Details

Name: Craft, design and technology building at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School

Location: Walden School (formerly the Friends' School), Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 3EB

County District District Type Parish
Essex Uttlesford District Authority Saffron Walden

History
Walden School, formerly the Friends' School, a Quaker day and boarding school, was founded in 1702 at St
James’s Workhouse, Clerkenwell, London. It was funded by the Society of Friends to provide work and
accommodation for impoverished children and poor and elderly Quakers. Teaching was initially provided at
the local Peel Meeting House for children who left at the age of 14 to take up apprenticeships. As the
workhouse gradually evolved into a combined workhouse and boarding school, the first schoolmaster was
appointed in 1706 and the first paying boarders were admitted in 1707.  
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In 1786 the school moved a short distance to an early-C18 building on Islington Road, taking over the
remaining 148 year lease from the Worshipful Company of Brewers. In 1825, with the Islington Road building
beset with damp problems, the Friends’ School, as it was renamed in 1811, moved for a second time, to Park
Lane Croydon, where it took up residence in a house built in 1708. The Islington Road building was
subsequently demolished and redeveloped with a series of terraced houses, the rents from which helped to
sustain the school at Croydon.  

Following outbreaks of typhoid in 1875, the school moved for a third time, with Saffron Walden chosen for its
healthy location, accessibility by train from London and its strong Quaker traditions. The Quaker architect
Edward Burgess (1847-1929) was appointed to draw up plans for a new boarding school for 150 children (90
boys and 60 girls) on land given free by local businessman and Quaker George Gibson. It opened on 19
August 1879, with 58 boys accommodated at the east end and 32 girls at the west end.

Over a 21 year period from 1892 to 1913, Burgess extended the school on several occasions. Music rooms
and darkrooms were added at the east (boys’) end in 1898, while classrooms, a dormitory, a workshop and
mistresses’ rooms were added at the west (girls’) end in 1901. At the east end, a gymnasium and indoor
swimming bath were built in 1902, while a block accommodating masters’ rooms, science laboratories, a
lecture room and workshop were added in 1903. A sanatorium (now demolished) was built in 1913.     

In 1922 a single-storey art room and a two-and-a-half-storey classroom block was built on the site of the
Fives Court at the east end. Designed by Fred Rowntree (1860-1927) and Ralph W Thorpe (1885-1966), they
are believed to be the first school buildings not to have been conceived by Burgess. In 1925 a cricket pavilion
(now demolished), designed by Paul Mauger (1896-1982), a former pupil, was built on the playing field.  

In 1929 the school marked 50 years at Saffron Walden with an appeal for £1,900 to purchase Flint House
(1840), a detached dwelling at the corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Debden Road, for its junior school. It
opened in September 1930 and was extended in 1931 to designs by Johns and Slater of Ipswich.        

In 1935 the Trustees of the Islington Road Estate gave the school £39,000 as its share of the capital sum
arising from the termination of the 148-year lease. The money subsequently financed the building of an
assembly hall and a block for the teaching of biology and geography. Both were completed in 1936 to designs
by Johns and Slater. At the same time the lecture room in the main building was converted into a library by
Paul Mauger.  

In 1946 plans were drawn up for a two-stream school for 240 pupils along with a sixth form of about 30
students. Although Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit prepared an ambitious scheme, the project
was cancelled due to a lack of funds. Despite this, and with an increasing demand for more space, a limited
appeal was launched to fund two classrooms for the junior forms. Completed in 1950 on a site to the west of
the assembly hall, they were extended and converted into craft, design and technology workshops in 1987.
Prior to this, in around 1948, the junior school was closed and remodelled to accommodate classrooms and a
girls’ dormitory. On reopening it was renamed Croydon House.    

In 1955 a girls' changing room was added to the south side of the gymnasium and a single-storey range
housing chemistry and physics laboratories was built on the site of the boys' playground, both designed by
Paul Mauger. The physics laboratory was gutted by fire during its first term of use, and both laboratories were
extensively refurbished in 2000. 

Extra bedroom accommodation was constructed for boys in the roof space of the main building in 1959, while
a new classroom block including art rooms and a staff room (later named the Essex Wing) was built at the
west end in 1961 to a design by Kenneth Bayes. With the opening of a new sanatorium in 1966, the original
sanatorium was converted into a junior boys’ boarding house and renamed Gibson House.  

A block of four classrooms, designed by Black, Bayes and Gibson, and named Crosfield after a family who
had given much service to the school, was completed in 1967. In the following year the school purchased a
covered reservoir (mid- to late C19) and water tower (1913; listed Grade II) which stood immediately to its
west on Debden Road. Both structures were subsequently converted into a recreation centre, which opened
in 1975 to a design by Philip M Cowell. In the same year a block of six classrooms, also designed by Cowell
and named Leicester after Mark Leicester, one of the school’s benefactors, was built alongside the Crosfield
building.     

In 1976 the school installed a gate of 1708 date at the entrance to a footpath leading to the Leicester building.
Set between new brick piers, it originally stood at the entrance to the school’s Croydon premises and has
been attributed to Thomas Robinson.    
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The next major development at the school took place in 1984 when a sports hall and music school were built
to designs by BH Jolly and RE Millard of Bishop’s Stortford. They were financed by fundraising appeals and
from capital released from the sale of school land for residential development.    

In 1992 Gibson House was adapted to accommodate the new junior school, which expanded to take over the
whole of the former medical centre in 1995. The medical centre was subsequently rehoused in the main
school building, in the single-storey extension of 1901 at the west (girls') end.    

A new junior school, designed by Anna Bardos of Tim Rolands Architects, opened in September 2012. It was
funded by the sale of school land for residential development, which subsequently resulted in the demolition
of Gibson House, the former underground reservoir, the cricket pavilion and several ancillary buildings.
Although the new junior school was planned as the first stage of a major redevelopment programme, further
schemes for the restoration of the original school building, improved boarding and sixth-form facilities and
new accommodation for arts and drama were all abandoned due to lack of funds.  

The school closed at the end of the summer term in 2017.

Notable former pupils include: architect Ralph Erskine (1914-2005); gardener and garden writer Margery Fish
(1892-1969); sculptor Emily Young (1951-); actress Deborah Norton (1943-); journalist and defector John
Peet (1915-1988); fashion designer and ceramist Sally Tuffin (1938-); and musicians Tom Robinson (1950-)
and Imogen Heap (1977-).

Details
A classroom block at the former Walden School, originally the Friends' School, built in 1950 to a design by
Kenneth Bayes of the Design Research Unit. It was converted into craft, design and technology workshops in
1967 and extended in 1987.  

MATERIALS: the 1950 building is constructed from flint-faced concrete blocks with a concrete slab roof. The
1987 addition is of red brick with a plain tile roof.

PLAN: the two buildings, which stand parallel to each other, are rectangular-on-plan, aligned east to west,
with a single-bay link block at the east end.    

EXTERIOR: the original classroom block of 1950 is comprised of a double-height range with a single-storey
range on its north side, both with flat, overhanging, concrete-slab roofs. The east side of the double-height
section is blind while the single-storey range has a projecting, 'goalpost' surround enclosing a recessed,
glass-panel door to the left of a two-light window with a weatherboard surround, all of probable 1984 date.    

The north wall of the double-height range has six clerestorey windows while the north wall of the single-storey
range has five rectangular windows; all are metal framed and of four lights with vertical glazing bars.    

Standing on the south side of the 1950 classroom block, built on the same alignment, is a double-height
extension of 1987, with a contemporary link block joining the two. Of stretcher bond red brick, its five-bay
north and south walls have square and rectangular windows respectively, while its east and west gable ends
have corbelled eaves courses and oculus windows to the apex of each gable. The east gable wall also has a
three-light casement window with a segmental head while the west wall has a glazed double door with a flat
head.  

INTERIOR: the interior of both ranges are functional in their aesthetic, with plastered and painted walls and
ceilings to the 1950 block and fair-faced concrete block walls (partially painted) to the 1987 addition. The
latter also with a five-bay roof of A-frame trusses supported on plain pilasters.

Selected Sources
Books and journals
Bettley,  J, Pevsner,  N, The Buildings of England: Essex, (2007), 359-360
Buss, R, 'Principal Building Developments 1879-2002' in , The School on the Hill: 300 years of Friends'
School, Saffron Walden 1702-2002, (2002), 17-23
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