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ANTARCTIC ADVENTURES

Steve Marshall from the British Antarctic 
Survey came to speak to the Prep School 

about life in the Antarctic, as part of this 
term’s Polar Topic in the Prep School. The 
children learnt about many things which are 
unique to this environment but a highlight of 
the morning was learning how to keep warm 
in such a hostile climate – and trying on the 
examples of extreme weather clothing which 
Steve brought along. A fascinating and 
informative morning.

FROM THE HEAD

This week it has been my pleasure to 
welcome the French Exchange party from 

the Collège Saint Thérèse in Quimper in 
Northern France. This is a completely new 
Exchange, organised by Jane Pearce and her 
French counterpart, Marie-Andrée Cheron and 
our group has already spent a very pleasant 
week in Quimper. The value of an Exchange 
transcends the obvious language learning 
opportunity; it is a basis for real friendship to 
develop between two schools and two towns 
and gives participants insight into the many 
things that unite and bring us together. We 
hope that this will be the start of a lasting 
relationship between the two schools. We 
shall also continue our longstanding German 
Exchange with the Lloydgymnasium in 
Bremerhaven and we are indebted to the staff 
who invest so much time and effort in setting 
up these wonderful opportunities.

The School has seen a great deal of individual 
pupil achievement this year, with the excellent 
performance of two Year 10 boys in the 
Mathematics Challenge, the winning of initial 
rounds in the English Speaking Union Debating 
and the ARTiculation competitions and more 
success in the Young Chef Competition. The 
breadth of the education we offer and the high 
quality of the teaching and attention received by 
students enables them to perform with confidence 
in a variety of areas and I am always impressed 
at the quality of work they can produce.

This term has seen the launch of our 
Innovation Forum which will provide our 
students with the opportunity to contribute 
effectively to the ongoing improvement of 
the school; they have so many original ideas 
and this will be a great outlet for them.  One 
of the creative highlights of the term has 
been the opening of the Stonefish Gallery (a 
creative use of space from a former changing 
room!) with the Sculpture Competition. 
This was won by a Year 13 student with a 
spectacular and detailed design of a crocus, 
which will be situated on the lawn at the front 
of the school. 

There is still much to look forward to during 
the rest of the school year and I am sure there 
will be many more achievements to celebrate. 
Our Year 11s and Sixth Formers will take their 
public examinations in May and June and 
already many of the Year 13s have received 
university offers. The uptake of first-choice 
places in recent years has been excellent 
and we have every reason to hope for similar 
success this year. I hope to see many of you at 
Friends and Families Day on Saturday 1st July 
and in the meantime I wish you all a pleasant 
Easter break with your families.

Anna Chaudhri

French Exchange students with their partners



THE SK I  TR IP  –  FOLGARIA,  I TALY

Students from Year 6 to Year 10 enjoyed a wonderful week of skiing in sunny Folgaria during 
February half term. Students made excellent progress throughout the week, with wonderful 

weather and fabulous snow for their five hours of skiing a day. The group also had a great time in 
the evening, getting involved in activities such as bowling, tubing and ice-skating. The Italian food 
went down well, as did the hot chocolate on the slopes!

WORLD BOOK DAY

The annual World Book Day celebration, 
which this year took place on 2nd March, 

saw pupils in the Prep School dress up as their 
favourite picture book character. It was a day of 
books and stories at the Prep as children were 
ready to Drop Everything and Read at anytime, 
in any place. They enjoyed some tasty hand-
baked shortbread letters at break and for the first 
time there was a Book Swap available for pupils 
to exchange their favourite stories for someone 
else’s - a popular new addition to the day!

FROM THE HEAD OF THE PREP SCHOOL

I can’t pretend that the Spring Term is my 
favourite term.  It’s not – but it’s not all bad.  

It starts in the depths of winter with dark 
mornings and even darker evenings.  Heavy 
frosts, biting winds, driving rain and grey 
drizzle confine the children to their classrooms 
while the staff do their best to keep the mud 
out and the heat in. But there is no time for 
moaning and no place for apathy. There 
is work to be done – lots of it – and as 
we return from the excesses of Christmas 
there is a sense of rolling up one’s sleeves 
to tackle the challenges of the Spring Term 
head on.  This term has been no exception.  
Our Ice Worlds topic has seen the school 
transformed into Polar landscapes complete 
with penguins, huskies, igloos, iceburgs and 
Shackleton’s shipwreck.  Alongside the day-
to-day work in Literacy, Maths and Science, 
there has been a buzz in the classrooms as 
the children have learnt about Inuit art, the 
science of the Aurora Borealis, the heroic 
Serum Run, and the endurance (and The 
Endurance!) of Shackleton’s men.  And that’s 
just the tip of the iceburg (pun intended). 
We have been lucky enough to have visiting 
speakers from the Tim Peake Project and 

the European Space Programme, as well as 
fascinating assemblies from William Grill the 
illustrator of ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ and our 
very own Governor, Celia James to talk about 
ice ages and what we can tell from the rocks 
around us.

We have worked hard on the sports field 
and in the swimming pool too.  There has 
been a steady improvement in our squads 
and teams over the term.  We haven’t always 
won, but we have been proud of the teams’ 
perseverance, determination and positive 
attitude that have made the wins all the more 
sweet.  Our Year 5 and 6 girls performed 
wonderfully at the USSP Dance Festival 
and our Pre-Prep were fantastic at the local 
schools’ Celebration of Dance.

It has been busy in the Music lessons too as 
the children prepare for their Spring Concert.  
I have been particularly impressed with the 
collaborative work of some Year 5 girls 
and the individual musical talents that our 
children possess.

We have even managed to squeeze in a 
couple of new events; a Chess Day for all the 

children and our first Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
where we were not only able to say a big 
thank you to our mums, but could show off 
the culinary skills of our catering staff, and the 
artistic skills of our children.

And before we know it, it is Spring. 

There is something about the sight of a bright 
yellow daffodil braving the fresh winds of 
late Winter that makes me smile.  I love its 
optimism.  I love its tenacity.  I love the way 
it boldly announces the arrival of Spring 
echoing the children’s enthusiasm as they 
burst out of the buildings after months of 
beavering away inside and head out onto the 
adventure playground or up to Forest School 
for a breath of fresh air.  



CROSSOVER ESSEX 
REGIONAL VEX IQ 
ROBOTICS COMPET IT ION
Alexandra Haddad, Bailey Leach, 
Genevieve Haddad and Lowenna Thrower 
represented Walden School Robotics Club 
at the Regional VEX IQ Robotics Competition 
at St Helena’s School in Colchester. The 
competition was fierce with 13 teams 
using innovative and technically designed 
robots. Walden displayed strong teamwork 

which enabled them to move steadily up 
the ranking during the day, achieving 
third place for the Team Challenge Final. 
Unfortunately, due to Walden’s robot falling 
off the platform in the final, the team were 
awarded the seventh highest score across 
all of the games. A great result for their first 
competition! The team faced impressive 
opponents, three teams qualified for the 
National Championships at the Big Bang 
Fair and the Create U.S. Open!

CADBURY DAY

Cadbury House hosted ‘Come Dressed as 
a Chocolate Bar’ day to raise money for 

their chosen charity, Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
Activities during the day included a cake sale, a 
treasure hunt and a ‘design your own chocolate 
bar’ competition. The children were delighted to 
present a cheque for £300 to Denis the guide 
dog and representatives from the charity, Sylvia 
Nicholson and Jad Necel. 

INTERNATIONAL EVENING

International Evening was again a colourful 
celebration of the diversity at Walden 

School. Our Dining Hall provided the venue 
for our students, parents and staff to enjoy 
a veritable feast of food from around the 
world which was prepared by parents, staff, 
and our own Head Chef, Andy White. The 
musical entertainment was no less enjoyable 
with memorable performances from talented 
soloists, some traditional national songs and 
our very own Year 7 Rock Band!

ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION 
COMPET IT ION

Congratulations to our Year 11 students, 
Alessia Ravazzotti (Speaker), Frank 

Dudley (Chair), and Elliot Ede (Questioner) 
who competed in the local heat of the English 
Speaking Union Competition at Saffron Walden 
County High School. Alessia spoke powerfully, 
supporting the view that ‘we have a moral duty 
to intervene in countries where governments 
are oppressing their people.’ Elliot asked some 
thoughtful, probing questions of the Speaker 
from SWCHS, and Frank chaired proceedings 
with style and confidence. Against some 
serious opposition from The Perse, Felsted and 
SWCHS, Walden School won the competition 
and went on to compete in the next round at 
Anglia Ruskin University. While they did not 
go any further in the competition, they put in 
another impressive performance and again did 
the school proud.



TALENTED YOUNG CHEF 
TAKES HOME DISTR ICT 
TROPHY

Alima Nurpeissova, a Year 9 student, won 
the district round of the Rotary Young 

Chef Competition held in Ipswich on Saturday 
25th February. Alima qualified to compete in 
this competition by winning the preliminary 
Uttlesford round which involved other local 
secondary schools.

Competing against students from all over the 
Eastern region, Alima impressed the judges with 
three dishes from her native Kazakhstan. She 
began with a starter salad ‘The Capercaillie’s 
Nest’, a main course of Manti dumplings stuffed 
with pumpkin and minced beef and presented 
Chak Chak for dessert.  She was commended 
on the flavours, textures and appearance of her 
food and also on her excellent preparation, 
organisation and time planning. Alima also took 
the award for ‘Best Dish’, a fine achievement 
considering she was cooking alongside 
contestants who were 17 and 18 years of age! 

WINNER OF THE SCULPTURE COMPETITION ANNOUNCED  
AT OUR NEW ART GALLERY OPENING

Sandi Nurpeissova, a Year 13 student, 
was announced winner of the 

Walden School Sculpture Competition 
at the opening of our Art Gallery on 
Wednesday 22nd February. Head of Art 
Serena O’Connor said, “Sandi hit the 
brief perfectly with her design. It reflected 
our aim as a school: to encourage and 
cultivate our students to grow into resilient, 
confident and well-informed adults. It 
is a seemingly simple design, yet upon 

contemplation it becomes an intellectual 
and sophisticated one.”

Her entry, alongside nine other finalists’ 
work, provided the first showcase for our 
new exhibition space – The Stonefish 
Gallery. The new Art Gallery will host the 
annual GCSE Art and A Level Art and 
Photography exhibitions and will also see 
local artists’ work exhibited. The sculpture 
will be sited in the semi-circular lawn at the 
front of the School.

Congratulations to all the finalists on 
their fine work and creative and inspired 
ideas, but especially to Sandi who has 
demonstrated a clear creative process. 
The opening of The Stonefish Gallery is a 
realisation of one of our aims – to energise 
creativity while the Sculpture Competition 
itself is a perfect example of the creativity 
and talent we have within Walden School.

THE INNOVATION FORUM

This term saw the launch of our Innovation 
Forum. This is a new initiative which 

encourages pupils to develop ideas to improve 
their learning experience. With representatives 
from each year group, this new forum will follow 
a process for ideas generation, consideration 
and review, so pupils get into the habit of 
thinking imaginatively and productively. Our 
innovation panel situated in Map Corridor 
provides a visual for students to see which ideas 
are adopted and at what point in the process 
they are at. And when ideas are implemented, 
they’ll have the satisfaction of seeing their ideas 
come to fruition. There is already an enthusiasm 
for ideas developing – ideas, however big or 
small, which will make the school day better.

Sandi Nurpeissova with her winning design



ART ICULAT ION

Gus Annis competed in the Regional  
Heat of the 2017 ARTiculation Prize at  

the Sainsbury Centre’s Visual Arts in Norwich 
organised by Roche Court. Gus got through 
to this round with her talk on the sculpture 
Mater Dolorosa (Our Lady of Sorrows) by 
the Spanish Baroque Artist Pedro de Mena 
which is currently on show at the Fitzwilliam 
Museum. The adjudicator Ghislaine Wood 
(Acting Curator of the Sainsbury Centre 
Gallery) commended Gus for setting and 
discussing the piece well within its ‘curatorial 
context’. She thought that the presentation 
was very well structured and enjoyed Gus’s 
personal response. Gus spoke very eloquently 
without notes (and seemingly without nerves) 
at this prestigious event – well done Gus!

CHESS IN THE PREP

Earlier this term the Prep School welcomed Chess Master Bob Eamer into school for a whole school chess experience. Every year group from Nursery 
through to Year 6 had the opportunity to learn the basics of the game. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day and a brilliant introduction for those pupils 

who had not played the game before. 

DANCE FEST IVAL 

It was another brilliant presentation from the 
Prep School girls at the local Dance Festival 

this term. The audience was transported 
back to the 1970s with an energetic and 
fabulously choreographed routine – thank you 
Shelley Jackson! Congratulations to the girls 
on their brilliant routine. 



USSP HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENT 

The Prep hockey team had an excellent 
day at the USSP tournament at JFAN. In 

a tough group, the boys and girls finished 
3rd from five and qualified for the 5th 
and 6th place play-offs in which they lost 
narrowly 1-0 to Roding’s Primary School. 
The group learnt much about teamwork and 
resilience during the tournament, finishing 
in 6th position overall from 10. Well done 
to our players of the tournament - Heston 
Westerhuis and Andrea Rodriquez  - for 
their consistent effort and leadership on and 
off the field.

A QUICK ROUND-UP OF BOYS’ SPORT
•  Well done to the Senior basketball team 

who finished top of their pool in the District 
League. They await the final against  
Freman College. 

•  The Seniors also played well to beat Hills 
Road and Long Road in two friendly matches. 

•  The Year 9 basketball team had a strong 
season with some tough games but played 
well throughout to finish third in their league - 
just missing out on the playoffs.

•  The U15 football team played to well to beat 
CIS and had a strong 4-0 win over Gosfield. 

•  The U15s played a very strong Kings Ely side 
and despite being down four of their usual 
players due to the French Exchange, put in a 
great effort on the field. 

•  The U13 football team have had some 
excellent matches –the highlight being a 6-2 
win over Stoke College.

•  The Year 8 Basketball team faced tough 
opposition throughout the season but  
showed great commitment and an improved 
skill level with each game. Ollie Brook and 
Ziggy Wicks were stand out performers for 
the team.

•  The U16 Football team had a great 7-1 win 
against CIS with four goals to Tom Wong, 
two to Will Adye and one to Jack Taylor. A 
great performance by the team. 

•  A big thank you to Nick Rust who kindly 
donated our very smart new Senior  
Football kit.

NETBALL 

It has been a busy season for the girls 
with training sessions, fixtures, and the 

district competition. 

•  The Year 7 team have formed a 
strong team and consequently had a 
great season with wins against HRS, 
Leventhorpe, Newport, Hockerill, 
SWCHS and Gosfield. 

•  The Year 7 girls played up a year at 
the district tournament and played well 
to win half of their games. 

•  Libby Barnett has had a great season, 
improving her shooting skills as the 
season has gone on. 

•  The Year 8 and 9 team have been 
training hard and showed great 
determination throughout the season.

•  Sissie Charlton-Hunt shows great 
agility on the court and reads the 
game very well. 

•  The Year 10 team have continued 
their winning streak, beating Bishop’s 
Stortford College, Birchwood, 
Gosfield, CIS, Freman and Newport. 


