summer 2016
From the Head
As the final half term of the academic year 2015/16 draws to
a close, it is again time to reflect on the past year and to look
forward to September, which will see such a big change.
In a few days’ time we will celebrate our annual Friends and
Families Day, making awards for the many distinguished
performances during the year and bidding farewell to our leavers
as they set off to university and the next stage of their lives. This
is a day of mixed emotions; we are sad to part with our students
but we also feel the pride and satisfaction of seeing another
cohort ready to move on and make their mark in the world in a
wide range of careers and courses, from Film-making and Fine
Art to Mathematics and Economics.
On 3rd July Hannah Sargent will set off for Ecuador for a month
with a team of twelve Year 11 and Sixth Form students. This will
be the second Outlook expedition which Hannah has prepared
and led. Two years ago she took a group to Peru. This year the
team will undertake a community project, helping to build a
road, trek through the rainforest and finish their journey on
the marvellous Galapagos Islands. This is a fine example of the
dedication and imagination of the school staff, who are always
seeking new ways to engage and inspire the students in a variety
of educational and character-building experiences.

the new specification A Level and GCSE courses which have been
entirely redesigned, reflecting some of the biggest changes to
public examinations in decades. From summer 2017 grades at
GCSE will be expressed very differently on a scale of 1 – 9 and
we have reflected this in our monitoring system.
In April we announced a big change to the face of the school.
From 1st September we shall be known as Walden School and
during the coming weeks we shall anticipate that change on our
website and in our publicity. Our new uniform will be available
for purchase over the summer and we look forward to seeing the
next cohort in the new colours in September in both the senior
and the prep schools.
The new school year will see many changes: firstly we embark
on a programme of refurbishment of some parts of the school.
This will be rolled out across the year but we hope that you will
notice the changes to the Reception Area and the Changing
Rooms during the course of next year. Our School Council will be
remodelled as the Innovation Forum, to encourage full student
participation in school development and improvement and to
encourage creative and innovative thinking. We shall be offering
a programme of enrichment seminars in extended thinking,
exposing students to areas of study not usually covered by a
standard school curriculum.

Throughout the year we have enjoyed a range of productions
in Music and Drama, sporting events and a programme of
educational visits to support classroom learning. Highlights in
the past term were some record-breaking performances on
Sports Day, the Music, Dance and Drama Variety Show and the
exhibitions of Art and Photography from the GCSE and A Level
students, always a showcase of excellence.

So much work has been done over the last three years to move
the school forward and we are delighted with the support and
enthusiasm we have received from our staff, our parent and
student body, from our old scholars and governors and from
many long-term friends of the school. The rebranding project
gives everyone a chance to take a fresh look at the school and
to recognise and embrace the positive developments which will
take us forward into the next three hundred years.

Meeting the demands of the ever-changing education system is
always uppermost in our minds and this year we have introduced

I thank you for your ongoing support and hope to welcome
many of you to the school in the next academic year.

Annual Charity
Netball Match
This year our annual staff
v students charity netball
match was a closely
contested affair with only a
one or two goal difference
throughout the game.
Teachers, Ray Mordini
and Matt Miller displayed
excellent skills and technique
while Zak Charlton scored
some difficult goals and Jimmy Roberts showed excellent
defence. The staff took victory at the final whistle with a score
of 12-11. Another great afternoon which raised £60.

www.friends.org.uk

A Night in Boarding for the Junior School
The final day of the spring term provided the perfect chance
for pupils in Year 4, 5 and 6 to experience an overnight
stay in our Boarding Houses. The giant sleepover, cleverly
packaged in the guise of a Boarding Taster Night, was a
wonderful way for our younger children to get a feel for
what it is like be a boarder. The programme was full of fun
things to do, including swimming games, tie-dye t-shirt
making and a scavenger hunt. Dinner in the Dining Hall
followed by a movie and popcorn capped off a busy and
brilliant day.

BBC Microbits for Year 7
As part of the nationwide drive to encourage students to
learn to code, our Year 7 pupils received their own individual
BBC microbit computers. These clever digital devices contain
a whole lot of technology tightly packed into a tiny bundle.
They have spent the term investigating the potential of their
microbits in their Computing lessons.
As Bailey put it, “They are small but powerful, can fit in
the palm of your hand and you can do almost anything with
their coding; everyone will benefit from having their own
microbit and it is a brilliant opportunity for people to learn
how to do coding.”

From the Junior School Head
By the time you read this the term will
be over, and pupils and staff will have
dispersed across the globe to take some
much needed rest and recuperation. But
as I sit here, with three weeks to go before
the end of term, that seems to be a distant
dream and the Herculean task of fitting five
weeks’ worth of activities into three weeks
is upon us. Reports, sports day, the Icknield
Walk, visits to Audley End and the Town
Trail, visiting theatre groups, two school
productions, Friends and Families Day, a Year 6 camp out, a school
disco, rounders and cricket matches have all to be fitted around our
already busy and broad curriculum. The next few weeks are not for
the faint-hearted! Fortunately the staff and the pupils are resilient.
Sleeves are rolled up and with a dogged determination to make
every minute count, the Junior School sallies forth in a bid to make
these last few days a fitting end to what has been a busy year.
Our Year 6, whilst looking forward to their move to Senior
School, are realising that their days with the Junior School are ever
decreasing. The friendships that they have made here are strong
and enduring. They have been a wonderful cohort: always ready
to be involved in the life of the school; accomplished in Music, and
Sport as well as in more academic subjects; pivotal in driving the
School Council and Green Team; and being great ambassadors
for our school on Open Mornings, and other public events. Their
legacy to the school swimming records is impressive, as too are the
numerous medals and trophies won over the year in a wide variety
of sports. We wish them every success as they move on to the next
stage of their schooling, and hope that they will remember their
time here with fondness.
Sadly we had to say goodbye to Sally Manser, who despite all outward
appearances, is ready for retirement. Sally has taught here for 21 years,
giving tirelessly of her self for the benefit of the school and the children
in her charge. Her contribution to the school has been enormous
and on a personal note, her support and wisdom in my first year of
headship (and in the preceding 17 years as Deputy head) has been
invaluable. We wish her every happiness for the future.
We also say goodbye to Iain Mann who is taking up a full-time
Head of Music position at Ely College. His time here has been brief,
but his impact has been big, particularly with string players in the
Pre-Prep, and through his passion for his subject in class Music.
In contrast, we are looking forward to the launch of the school as
Walden Prep and Pre-prep, and welcoming all the new children to
in September. These are exciting times and I feel privileged to be a
part of it.
Sally Meryick

EU Debate

A trip to Swanage for our International
Students
Our international students had a wonderful break in Swanage
over the May Bank Holiday weekend. Accompanied by
Jonathan Slinger and Linda Langford Powell, they enjoyed a fun
and varied itinerary including archery (congratulations Niki on
your perfect bull’s eye!), watching Viking and Saxon warriors
fight to take control of Corfe Castle, riding the Hogwarts
Express and hunting for fossils with a palaeontologist!
Another fantastic ESOL trip.

Earlier this term we hosted an EU Debate in preparation for
the referendum on 23rd June. Sandy Walkington, the Liberal
Democrat party candidate for St Albans spoke in favour
of remaining in the EU while Stuart Agnew, the UKIP MEP
representing the East of England, argued we must leave. Sixth
Former, Oliver Northover chaired the debate which was well
received by our Year 11 and Sixth Form. No vote was taken at the
time duriong our own referendum on 23rd June the pupils voted
to remain. We shall soon see how the whole school feels about
the issue when our own referendum takes place next week!

A Fantastic May Fair!
The May Fair was without doubt a fabulous family day out for
the whole school community in what was some very warm
weekend weather. The playing fields were transformed into
a traditional fair complete with pony rides, a miniature train,
a climbing wall and zorbing! It was great to see the crowds
arrive and enjoy such a marvellous day out in the beautiful
sunshine. Genuine thanks to our tireless PTA who worked
incredibly hard to make the May Fair such a success. Thanks
also to Tucker Gardner for their support and sponsorship.

Residential trip to Flatford Mill
It was Year 4’s turn to prepare, pack and venture off for a fun
filled residential trip at the beginning of the summer term.
Educational opportunities packaged as wonderfully interesting
and fun activities kept the group focused and interested. They
had a wonderful time studying freshwater and woodland
habitats, constructing water rockets, playing team games,
sketching in the sunshine (and rain), and venturing out on night
walks in the countryside. Well done to Year 4 who made the
most of their experience at Flatford Mill.

Old Scholars’ Reunion – a Trip Down Memory
Lane
We had the pleasure of welcoming back thirty Old Scholars
who were at Friends’ in the 1940s and 50s on Thursday for
their biennial reunion lunch. The group enjoyed a trip back in
time as they queued for lunch in the Dining Hall and took a
tour of the school, the boarding houses and our lovely new
Junior School facilities.
All students automatically become members of the Old
Scholars’ Association when they leave, which gives them an
opportunity to keep in contact with each other and the school
in the years to come via the Old Scholars’ website.

Children go back to 1926 to celebrate Queen’s
Birthday
Pupils in the Junior School celebrated the Queen’s 90th
birthday by dressing up as a character from1926. Stanley
Baldwin, Hercule Poirot, a set of traffic lights, Charlie Chaplin
and Pavlova all made an appearance, complete with a short
explanation of who or what they were so everyone could
learn a little bit more about the world at the time the Queen
was born. It was certainly a fun and memorable way to
celebrate such a special day.

May the Fourth be with You!
On Wednesday 4th May Penn House at Friends’ Junior School
held a fundraising event for East Anglian Air Ambulance as part
of their school-wide House fundraising initiative. Driven by the
pupils themselves, they decided to hold a Star Wars Day, which
required all pupils to dress up as their favourite character and
donate to the charity for the privilege. Cake sales, crossword
competitions and light sabre lessons all contributed to the fund,
which totalled over £200 for the charity.

A Visit to the National Stud for Reception
Reception children were thrilled to get so close to the foals when they visited the National Stud in Newmarket as part of their
Growing topic. They were also able to don racing colours, ride the horse simulator and pretend to be ladies at the races!

Sports Day
Sports Day was once again a great success. The weather was
kind, the students committed and many great performances
were recorded. The day started with the 3rd annual house
top team competition, a hugely enjoyable morning for all
taking part.
Twelve house teams (four from each house) participated in
12 different challenges in the morning, ranging from water
relays, basketball shootouts, and a rugby passing challenge,
to more traditional long jump and shot put. Year 10 house
captains led the teams admirably and showed excellent
leadership skills throughout. Many bonus points were given
out for commitment, attitude and focus. Congratulations to
Mennel who were the overall winners of the house top team
competition with 3867 points.

The track events once again provided the excitement we have
come to expect from our Sports Day afternoon and this year did
not disappoint with some of the fastest times recorded in recent
years. Highlights include Skye Wicks’ performance in the 100m,
in which she broke the all time school record with 12.69s,
and Sam Fuller’s time of 24.21s in the 200m. Both fantastic
performances - breaking records that have stood for 23 and 40
years respectively.
Well done also to Tom Mutali who set a new record in
the 400m metres with a time of 57.25s – a brilliant effort
considering he had just run the 100m and 200m!
Congratulations to Mennell who emerged the winners of
the Sports Day track competition with 1049 points. Lister
finished in second place with 924 points and Tuke were third
with 839. Well done to all competitors on their sustained
commitment and attitude towards the whole day – it was a
fantastic Sports Day.

Cricket Success
The U13 cricket team have had a great season, not least their
sensational match against The Leys earlier in the term. Friends’
bowled first with Joe Davies and Thomas Morgan keeping
a tight line and bowling well. After 20 overs The Leys had
recorded a healthy 132, which was a formidable target to
chase. Will Barnett and Joe Davies got things moving along
nicely but when Barnett fell for 15, Friends’ total had only
reached 62. Joe Davies continued to bat with maturity and
skill, striking the ball to all corners of the ground. It was a
gripping final over which saw Joe Davies score two runs off the
last ball to tie the game and finish unbeaten on 88 not out. A
brilliant team effort and a fantastic innings from a very talented
cricketer, well done Joe.
The U13 team have continued to go from strength to strength
this term achieving some great wins throughout the season.
Some highlights include Dan Batcheler’s hat-trick against JFAN,
Michael O’Callaghan’s three wickets against Birchwood and
Thomas Morgan’s and Harry Hughes bowling with accuracy and
taking important wickets. Look out for more cricket news in the
school magazine next term.

Athletes Selected to represent North West
Essex
Earlier in the term a number of students attended the North
West Essex athletics trials at Tabor High School. They all
performed well against some tough opposition. Sam Fuller
was selected to run for the Inter-boys team in the 200m and
Thomas Wong in the 100m. Kierah Nabena was selected to
compete in the 100m for the inter-girls team and Skye Wicks
in the 200m for the Junior Girls’ team.

Swimming Gala
The Junior School’s annual Swimming Gala was again a
great afternoon where records were broken and personal
achievements were made. Congratulations to all who took
part and well done to Cecily Hannam, Sophie Hodgkinson
and Stirling Dempsey who all broke school records.
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Those students went on to represent North West Essex in the
Essex Schools’ Athletics Championships on Saturday 11th
June in Chelmsford. The competition was fierce as all the
top school age athletes in Essex were in attendance. It was a
brilliant experience to compete at this high level – well done
to Sam, Thomas and Kierah for putting in a great effort in
their heats. Skye ran a great race to win her heat and went
on to gain 3rd place in the final. Congratulations Skye!
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