
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I think that some of you may already be aware of an important change that is taking place at Friends’ 

School, Saffron Walden from 1st September, 2016. Following a detailed piece of market research and 

brand analysis, involving our key stakeholder groups, we have decided to upgrade how we look to the 

outside world.  

Over the last two years we have been making many improvements to our facilities, our curriculum and 

our approach to teaching and learning. We wish to make these changes better known to the wider 

community and distil them into a refreshed appearance and brand. From September 2016 we will simply 

be known as Walden School, which is really a simplification of our full title, The Friends’ School at 

Saffron Walden. We have chosen a short, memorable name which locates us geographically and does not 

unwittingly create confusion. Moreover, in looking back at the records, we notice that many Old Scholars 

refer to the school as ‘Walden’ so we hope that the name will strike a chord with many of you. 

We have updated our logo and colour palette to reflect this change and new sense of purpose and rigour 

in the school. We retain the crocus, a symbol of the town in which we have been based for the last 137 

years, but its new design is modern and precise. The colour palette is lively and bold and will form the 

basis of all our publicity materials and our new uniform. Over the coming months the change will 

become increasingly apparent, as the website changes and our advertising takes on a new format. 

The changes we are making have been received very well among our pupils, staff and parents; most 

people have commented very positively. All of this has been done in response to what our pupils, parents, 

prospective parents, governors and old scholars have told us. The heart of the school remains the same; 

the values of the Quaker foundation permeate the pastoral care and culture of the school but there are 

many things we have improved and still others that we can and will improve in the coming years. We 

intend to project this confidently to the outside world. 

We hope that you will support us in taking the school forward into this new and exciting phase of its long 

history. Please keep in touch with us through the Old Scholars’ website www.oldscholars.com, our 

Facebook group or email Stef Godfrey at stefaniegodfrey@friends.org.uk. We hope to welcome many of 

you to the Old Scholars’ Reunion on Friends and Families Day or at other future events. The Old 

Scholars Association is an integral part of our bigger school community and we would like you to get 

involved. 

Thank you for your support! 

With best wishes 

 

Anna Chaudhri 

Head 
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