FRIENDS’ SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN
OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION

MAGAZINE

with
Annual Report and Accounts
138th Year 2007

April 2008

FROM THE EDITOR

I

n last year’s issue of the Association’s Magazine and Annual
Report, I introduced myself as the new Editor and gave a brief
history of what I had been up to since FSSW. So, this time there is
nothing more about me. At least on this page.
One of the responsibilities of the Editor however is to include a Profile
of the Association’s President for the year, and I regret to say that my
appointment as President for 2007‐8 means that elsewhere in this issue
there is more about me, in the form of a short Profile written by Mark
Bertram.
You will be relieved to hear that I am planning to make next year’s
issue an almost completely Gilpin‐free zone.
In the meantime, the 2008 Magazine of course includes the items that
have to be provided, such as the minutes of the AGM, the financial
pages and a list of Officers and Committee members.
There are edited highlights of John Weinman’s Presidential address to
the November 2007 AGM, together with what might be called
“regulars”: obituaries, family news, news of Old Scholars, cricket, the
School staff list, OS Past Presidents, and so on.
In addition, this issue has shoehorned its feet into its walking boots,
put a good supply of food and drink into its rucksack, and has gone for
a tramp. His condition is believed to be serious but stable.
Our first step takes us to a feature on the School Tramp written by the
Association’s late Archivist, Roger Buss. This is now published
posthumously, and is complemented by an edited version of the report
of the 1960 School Tramp: the Last Tramp of All.
Lotte Little discusses whether an artist is born or made, and Julia Dent
has been the catalyst for a feature on autograph books.
If you feel that the OS Magazine could be better, or you have a
contribution of your own to make, please contact me by phone, by
email or by letter.
Don’t keep it to yourself, share it.
This is your Magazine!
Richard Gilpin, February 2008
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THE PRESIDENT FOR 2007/8
Mark Bertram writes:
This year’s President is Richard Gilpin, whose
face may be familiar.
This is because he introduced himself last
year as the new Editor of the Magazine, which
he continues to be.
He has now been appointed President for
2007/8 as well but thought he couldn’t
introduce himself twice, at least not two years
running, so I offered to do so.

F

emerging with a certificate in
French civilisation from the
Sorbonne. Then for three years he
was a management trainee/
assistant in the printing industry,
while in parallel earning a diploma
in Printing Administration at the
London College of Printing. This
set him up for the next 28 years, in
the magazine printing and
publishing industry, in ever more
senior roles of manager and
director at IPC and EMAP, and
then in freelancing and consulting
capacities.
In 1992, he decided that was
enough of that and turned to
something with more human
content, bringing to it his
managerial experience. Outreach
work in London was his choice, at
first with Vietnamese refugees and
then with housing associations
providing housing for refugees
and asylum seekers from all
countries.
He married Tricia in 1969 and in
due course Rebecca and Sam

or reasons best known to
his parents, Richard
arrived at Saffron Walden
in 1952 the day after his
tenth birthday. Deciding after all
that he was not precocious, he did
the first year twice. This improved
his confidence, which seemed to
make him more irritating to the
staff. In one term he accumulated
56 Disorder Points for minor
infractions of School rules,
compared to a form average of 16.
His Form Master reported that he
would only work to capacity at
things he wanted to do, and that
did not include many of his school
subjects.
He has retained his independent
spirit and capacity for deciding
what he wants to do, and doing it
well. He played sport for the
School, football as left back and
cricket as a pace bowler and tail‐
end batsman, scraped his A levels,
and took off to Paris for a year to
repair the damage that A level
French did in those days,
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of Archaeology of London
University. Here he excelled, with
a First Class degree in 2002 and an
MA with Distinction in the
Archaeology of London in 2005.
Since then he has been closely
involved with the archaeological
and museum world.
Fifty years after his Form Master
lamented Richard’s preference for
doing what he wanted, we can see
the benefits of his being his own
man. I think he will enjoy his
Presidency, as he does his
editorship. I am sure we will too.

arrived; now grandchildren are
entering the scene. At about the
same time as Richard changed
course, Tricia wound up her
bespoke catering business and at
41 went to City University to get
the BSc that opened the door to her
second career; she currently works
as a Senior Speech Therapist at the
National Hospital for Neurology
and Neurosurgery.
After seven years of outreach
work and at age 57, Richard,
claiming that a Printing Diploma
was insufficient evidence of a
tertiary education, set another
course and enrolled at the Institute

Mark Bertram

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...
STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...
STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...
Shortly after the Annual General Meeting, but
before the Magazine had to go to press,
Caroline Longstreet (Cannon), at FSSW from
1968-75, agreed to be the Association’s
President for the 2008-2009 year.
You can read on page 21 about Caroline
and the Class of ’75 Reunion
(which she organised).
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FSSW Old Scholars

Are you up to the minute with news
of the School and your Year Group?

If not, don’t get it second hand.
There’s no need to get wound up though:
just clock what’s in the Magazine
and see how the hours fly by.
Send me news and photographs of you and your
friends, your family news (hatch, match and
despatch), and your memories:
by post to 67 Coleraine Road, London SE3 7PF,
or by email to richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk.
Contributions by 31st December please
Richard Gilpin (1952-60), Editor
5

MEMORIES OF OLD SCHOLARS
Iorwerth John FSSW Staff 1956-1974
OSA President 1984-1985

I

was able to attend Iorwerth
John’s funeral at Oxford in
March 2007, and it was quite
the jolliest funeral I have been
to, with Walden well represented.
I am sure Iorwerth would have
approved.
One of the happiest memories I
have of him is my visit to him and
Margaret at Ochr Glog, their
cottage at Cwmystwyth, in May
1996. This was the last time I saw
Margaret. I had had the idea of
trekking through the whole of
Wales, from south to north, with
two friends I made through my
work with HF Holidays.
Dave is a Scoutmaster and a
lover of wild camping. His son
Barry was 13 when we started, and
small enough so the three of us
could share a two‐man tent.
The first year we walked from
Barry Island to Llandovery; the
second, from Llandovery to Devils
Bridge (Pontarfynach). We stayed
at Youth Hostels but also carried a
tent, and it was the weight of the
equipment, as well as the Welsh
weather, which defeated us; we
never reached

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwy
rndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch, as
Barry had hoped.
Ochr Glog means ʹthe side of the
rocky outcrop’ and we had
certainly seen plenty of those by
the time we got that far, on what
proved to be the last day of our
trek before we gave up: we had
hoped to cross the Rhinogs and
Snowdonia, and end up on
Anglesey.
I saw to the route, relying on
previous knowledge, while Dave
saw to the camping side of the
expedition. We cheered up a lot
thanks to the welcome Iorwerth
and Margaret gave us that last
day, and the excellent dinner of
chicken casserole and apple pie
that Margaret set before us,
ʺhelping us liberally to all she
could offerʺ (to quote from ʺThe
Odysseyʺ.)
I was very moved to be able to
introduce people from quite
different chapters of my life to one
another, as happened that day. I
remember seeing a picture of
Saffron Walden Church in their
sitting room, done by Joyce Sturge.
Adrian Smith (1952‐59)

6

Helen Knowles (Burgess) FSSW 1966-1972

T

he day I first met Helen
was the defining moment
of our relationship. I, a
newly up‐from‐the‐
country, shy fish out of water,
sitting in the canteen of the Royal
Academy of Music, sipping a cup
of coffee and wishing that I could
evaporate with the rising steam;
Helen, worldly wise, confident,
assertive, broke the ice with: ‘I’ve
been watching you and I’ve
decided you’re going to be my
friend’. Thus it was, not just
through our time as students, but
through the ensuing years of
marriage, parenthood and the
trials, tribulations and joys of life.
Helen had been educated at
Friends’ School Saffron Walden,
and in later life I came to
understand how it had influenced
her. Forthright honesty was her
hallmark and you always knew
that if she gave an opinion it
would be exactly as she saw it.
She had the ability to analyse and
rationalise and to turn even the
most unpromising of situations to
positive advantage. These talents
were used to full advantage in the
various tributaries of Helen’s
career.
A very fine pianist, Helen
nevertheless decided upon a career
as an arts administrator, starting at
the bottom with lowly roles in
concert promotion and artist
management and a spell in
Community Arts with the Arts

Council, which then sponsored her
on the postgraduate Arts
Administration course at City
University.
In between raising four children,
Helen worked with a number of
small enterprising theatre
companies organising tours and
workshops for children and young
people. During this time Helen
developed the creative, analytical,
negotiating and influencing skills
that would mark her career, and
which led directly to her
appointment as the first general
manager of the Brighton & Hove
Philharmonic Society and the
Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra.
The Royal College of Music, at a
time of quite radical change, then
appointed Helen to a new post
overseeing the introduction of the
new foundation BMus RCM
degree, enabling her to
demonstrate her ability to
influence, persuade and cajole
people at every level of the
organisation towards new and
better ways of working.
In July 1993, Helen set up her own
management consultancy and
became widely known and
respected throughout the music
business. She created her own
niche at the interface between
professional and amateur music‐
makers, earning the respect of all.
Countless amateur music‐making
organisations up and down the
country have benefited from
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her colleagues. We have been
robbed of a vibrant and thoughtful
woman, who still had lots to
contribute, but who still managed
to give so much whilst she was
with us”.
Passion, joy, determination,
enthusiasm, commitment, style,
flair, skill, knowledge and sheers
guts; all of these attributes and
many more spring to mind when
reflecting on the far too short life
of Helen Knowles. With
characteristic chutzpah she
transferred all of this to her more
recent work with NHS Trust
Boards. She helped to develop
their skills, enabling them to
become Foundation Trusts, and
she coached senior executive
teams grappling with the
complexities of leading and
managing modern health services.
Helen also led large, multi‐
disciplinary change‐management
projects: examples include
developing better clinical practice
in the delivery of critical care in
hospitals across north east
London, and ensuring that adults
with autism and Asperger’s
syndrome throughout Sussex had
better access to NHS services.
Helen leaves her husband
Richard, parents Bill and Janet,
brother Philip and her four
children, Simon, Joanna, Rowena
and George. Life is the poorer for
us all without Helen. To have met
her is to have been touched by her
and we miss her.
Sue Freestone
Head of The King’s School, Ely

Helen’s ability to listen to their
problems, encourage them to
identify and face the challenges,
and help deliver the solutions.
One of her driving passions was
to bring the joy of music‐making to
those who might not easily enjoy
it. Through her work thousands of
children’s lives have been
enriched. Only Helen could
persuade merchant bankers,
parents and teachers that the route
to social and racial integration on a
sink estate in East London lay
through their funding and
supporting a string orchestra, so
that all the pupils and teachers in
the school could learn and play
together.
Helen enjoyed very fruitful
working relationships with the
Philharmonia Orchestra, initiating
their first education programme,
the Philharmonia Chorus, the
London Concert Choir and Harlow
Chorus and served for seven years
as a Director on the Board of
Making Music.
She worked closely with the
chair, Andrew Potter, whose
tribute to her, given so movingly
at her memorial service, speaks
eloquently to the sense of loss so
many of us feel: “Helen was a fund
of ideas, enthusiasm and
knowledge for all of the projects in
which she was involved. She
brought vision, colour and depth
to the Board. She was never afraid
to be controversial and
challenging, always drawing on
her great depth of experience. But
she was also greatly supportive of
8

Stephen Edgar Dunstan (1922 – 2007), FSSW

1933 -1939

Stephen Dunstan died peacefully on 29th March 2007
in Blackburn, Lancashire. He was born in London on
31st October 1922, the elder of the two children of
Edgar and Florence Dunstan. His parents were active
members of the Quaker movement and his father was
the editor of The Wayfarer for 16 years. Stephen’s
younger sister, Jane, also attended FSSW. During his
time at FSSW he was a keen cyclist and, together with
his friend Alan Jennings, thought nothing of cycling
from London to Cornwall for a holiday.
On leaving the Friends’ School, Stephen worked initially for his father
until the outbreak of the Second World War when he joined the Friends’
Ambulance Service, serving both in this country and in Europe. This was
followed by a varied career in London, Welwyn Garden City, Cambridge,
and for the past thirty years in Blackburn.
Stephen was articulate, literate and outspoken. He inherited his father’s
love of books and passed this on to all his children. He was also an avid
collector of music, particularly classical and jazz.
A loving father and grandfather, he is survived by his daughters Teresa,
Alison and Caroline, his son Robert and his much‐loved grandchildren.

Helen Turmer
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Helen Turmer,
who passed away shortly before Christmas following a long illness.
In many ways, Helen was the epitome of a traditional Independent School
Headʹs Secretary but tempered this with her own particular style and
personality. She was a pivotal part of the School community for over
thirty five years, having first come to Friendsʹ in May 1972. She went on
to work with five Heads and many generations of pupils, parents and
staff.
Helen took a close interest in the personal development of the children
and frequently referred to many – although not all! – of them as ʺlittle
treasuresʺ.
Parents will remember her for her inimitable way of answering the
telephone and for the invaluable support she gave many of them over the
years. Helen had an unrivalled knowledge of the School, its recent
history, character and ethos and she will be much missed by the whole
School community.
Graham Wigley
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR CO-OPTEES
Proposed changes to the Rules of the FSSWOSA were
forecast in the 2007 issue of the Magazine. These have now
come into force, and the new Constitution and Rules are
printed in full in this issue. The Committee of the Association
now has fewer Officers and a smaller Quorum, and one benefit
will be that properly constituted meetings will be easier to
arrange, allowing greater flexibility in the management of the
Association’s business.
Members will note however that the new Rules also provide for
the Committee to co-opt up to four members to serve as
required. This will enable the wider membership of the
Association to be represented on the Committee, giving it a
more varied range of views and opinions.

So, members of the FSSWOSA...
This is your Association. This is your opportunity to help!
If you would like to volunteer to become a Co-optee, all you
need to do is to contact one of the Association’s five Officers:
Chair: Nigel McTear, The Coach House, 90 Newmarket Road,
Norwich, NR2 2LB phone: 01603 503442
email: mail@mctear.com
Treasurer: Andrew McTear, Midsummer Lodge, 217
Newmarket Road, Norwich NR4 7LA phone: 01603 507555
email: andrewmctear@hotmail.com
Secretary: Chris Spencer, 20 Chaucer Road, Peterborough,
PE1 3LL phone: 01733 343567
email: cmj.spencer@btinternet.com
Editor OS Magazine: Richard Gilpin, 67 Coleraine Road,
London SE3 7PF phone: 020 8858 3980
email: richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk
Minutes Secretary: Mark Bertram, Old Orchard, Little London,
Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 0BA phone: 01435 864820
email: mark@bertram.demon.co.uk
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CRICKET
Report on the School v BATS (Old Scholars) cricket match
held on Saturday 19th May 2007

T

excellent 35. Meanwhile at the
other end wickets were falling
regularly, and as they fell the
excitement mounted. With the last
two batsmen at the wicket, 12 runs
were still needed. One of the two
however was BATS’ captain
William Mallett (42 not out), and it
was he who hit the winning runs
to steer BATS to victory by a single
wicket. This year they scored
three runs
less than
they did in
2006, when
the School
won.
Thanks go
to Nick
Batcheler
and the
School for
all the
arrangements, which enabled the
two teams to renew their rivalry in
a very enjoyable and competitive
match.
Scores were:
School 121.
BATS 122‐9.
BATS won by 1 wicket.
BATS are keen for new cricketers
to join them, so if you would like
to play in the 2008 match, to be
held at the School on Saturday
10th May, please contact Martin
Lamborn on 01494 721006.

he latest round in the
annual contest between
BATS and the School took
place this year with six
recent Old Scholars in the BATS
team. The weather was fine,
allowing 35 overs to be bowled.
The School started well with R
Mordini (15) and J Bloomfield (12)
scoring freely. Following their
dismissals the School then lost four
quick
wickets
until F
Whitfield
(32) and N
Batcheler
(24)
stopped the
rot and put
on a stand
together.
With
D Smith, their No 11, scoring 12
not out, the School were all out for
121 in 26 overs.
There were no run‐outs, and the
wicket takers for BATS were
McCarthy (3), Aldrith (1), Griffith
(2), Mallett (2) and Noakes (2).
The highlight of the innings was a
quite brilliant catch on the
boundary by William Mallett to
dismiss the School’s PE teacher,
Nick Batcheler.
BATS replied with Tom Johnston
opening the batting and scoring an
11

12

BATS CRICKET CLUB REPORT 2007
With their fortieth anniversary now behind them, the aching but
unstoppable BATS were again in action during the summer of 2007.

T

he annual fixture on
Clavering Village Green
was played on Sunday
17th June on a damp strip
and outfield. Even though there
had been no recent rain, the
surroundings had been affected by
heavy falls during the early weeks
of the cricket season.
An administrative oversight
meant that BATS were obliged to
take the field with only ten men,
and the opening exchanges
indicated that this would be a
relatively low scoring match. In
the field, the ball appeared to
follow Simon Clapperton around,
and after spilling a fairly
straightforward chance, he
proceeded to hold on to four
excellent catches. Despite a fine 78
by Claveringʹs opening batsman,
aided by useful contributions from
the lower order, BATS generally
bowled tidily and restricted their
opponents to 197 all out.
BATS, in reply, got away to a
disastrous start, losing the first
three in the order for only three
runs, and it was left to Lil
Lamborn and Wood to rescue the
innings. Both batsmen reached
excellent fifties before a late
collapse made it impossible to
reach the winning target.
Clavering 197 all out (Wood 3 for
40)

BATS 141 all out (Lamborn 66;
Wood 52)
BATS lost by 56 runs
BATS SOUTH COAST TOUR
The first match on Monday 30th
July saw BATS take on Lymington.
BATS won the toss and elected to
bat first; a patient and well‐
constructed 50 from Will Moss,
followed by belligerent
contributions from Steve Wootton
(two sixes and twelve fours) and
Neil Pack (two sixes and six fours),
enabled them to reach a very
respectable total.
These two were involved in an
undefeated partnership of 155 for
the seventh wicket. Lymington
struggled from the outset, and the
introduction of Dan Hills into the
attack put BATS on course for
victory.
Hills posed sufficient problems
for the batsmen and he returned
the fine figures of 5 for 50. A
fruitful seventh wicket
partnership delayed proceedings,
and the last wicket pair just
managed to hang on for an
undeserved draw.
BATS 213 for 6 dec (Moss 50; S
Wootton 79 not out; Pack 48 not out)
Lymington 163 for 9 (Hills 5 for
50)
Match drawn
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manner of bizarre dismissals, and
were ignominiously dismissed just
short of a three figure total. Only
Lil Lamborn and Crispin Mills
achieved double figure scores and a
resounding defeat appeared
inevitable. BATS bowlers,
however, stuck to their task, and
Broadstone experienced similar
problems with the pitch, before
eventually getting home with three
wickets to spare.
BATS 95 all out (Lamborn 31;
Crispin Mills 26)
Broadstone 98 for 7 (M. Ward 3
for 15)
Broadstone won by 3 wickets

Next day, Tuesday 31st July,
BATS were up against Bashley &
Rydal, who have always been
difficult to beat. If that were not
enough, overnight rain had
rendered the main square
unusable, and BATS had to
perform on an artificial surface,
with which many of them were
unaccustomed. BATS again batted
first and sound knocks from Keith
Dancer and Charles Mills, in the
face of an unrelenting home attack,
enabled them to reach 150 all out.
This was never going to be
enough to unduly trouble the
strong home side, but some
juggling around with the bowling
changes put the brakes on Bashleyʹs
reply, and after an impressive start
to their innings, they were made to
work hard to pass the BATS total.
BATS 150 all out (Dancer 43; Chas
Mills 37)
Bashley & Rydal 154 for 6
Bashley & Rydal won by 4 wickets

Unfortunately, BATS were
deprived of the services of Simon
Clapperton and his henchmen
for the entire tour, in view of
Simonʹs forthcoming wedding,
for which congratulations are in
order. It is a sign of the times
that wedding arrangements
appear to take precedence over
the demands of cricket! On the
plus side, it was good to
welcome back Crispin Mills, who
was making a return to the
ranks after an absence of several
years.
Some of the BATS tourists
travelled to Hampshire on the
Sunday, where they enjoyed
the scheduled 40 overs per
side match (restricted by
morning rain to 24 overs per
side), between Hampshire
and Essex at the Rose Bowl,
Southampton.

For the final fixture at Broadstone
on Wednesday 1st August, BATS
were faced with a player shortage,
and it was immensely fortunate
that two of their tourists of
yesteryear called the hotel on the
previous evening to announce that
they were in the area and available
to turn out. Phil Ward and Ken
Eales also brought along Philʹs son,
Mark, who was a promising
young spin bowler. As a result,
they took the field with a full
complement plus umpire.
Sadly, and on an admittedly
tricky surface, they suffered all
14

emphasised how valued the
services of a scorer and umpire
become, especially to ageing
teams, where recuperation time
is most welcome after exertions
in the middle!
The 2007 tourists were Keith
Dancer; Ken Eales; David Hills;
Aubrey Hodder; Graeme Johnston;
Martin Lamborn; Andy Marshall;
Charles Mills; Crispin Mills;
Andrew Moss; Neil Pack;
Malcolm Pim; Sabelo Rawana;
Mark Ward; Phil Ward; Chris
Wootton; Steve Wootton.

BATS’ thanks go to Susan
Moss, who for two of the
matches took care of the
scorebook, and it cannot be over‐

2008 dates for the diary:
Sat 10th May

BATS v FSSW

Sun 15th June

BATS v Clavering (2.30 pm) at Clavering

Sun 3rd August

Hampshire v Essex, at The Rose Bowl,
Southampton

Mon 4th August

BATS v Lymington (2.30 pm) at
Lymington

Tues 5th August BATS v Broadstone (2.30 pm) at Broadstone
Wed 6th August

Hampshire v Yorkshire, at The Rose Bowl,
Southampton
15

FAMILY NEWS
BIRTHS
4th August 2007
21st November 2007

YOUNG: to Verity (Carr 1989‐96) and Liam Young, a
daughter, Ella Rose.
PROCKTER: to Emma Kennedy and Neil Prockter
(1987‐91), a son, Charlie Kennedy Prockter.

MARRIAGES
29th September 2007

VANNER ‐ PASCALL: Robin Vanner (1992‐95) to
Eudora Pascall.

DIAMOND WEDDING
20th September 1947

JENNINGS ‐ CORRIGAN: Alan Jennings (1935‐39) to
Maureen Corrigan at Our Lady of Dolours, Hendon.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
25th May 1957

3rd August 1957
30th August 1957
9th September 1957

HAIGH ‐ GODDARD: Ian Haigh to Pauline Goddard
(1938‐46; Staff 1950‐54) at Saffron Walden Parish
Church.
WELCH ‐ LANE: Michael Welch to Leonie Lane (1942‐
47) at St Luke’s Church, Marylebone, London W1.
WEBB ‐ CHUTER: Donn Webb (1942‐49) to Gillian
Clothier at Friends’ Meeting House, Uxbridge.
BUSH ‐ CLOTHIER: Donald Bush (1941‐46) to Patricia
Chuter (1946‐53) at Willesden Registry Office, North
London.

DEATHS

20th January 2008
15th March 2007
29th March 2007
21st May 2007
24th September 2007

C DAVID ALLEN (1940‐43)
RICHARD BEST (1938‐43)
BERNARD DUTTON (Year Group 1965)
DEREK HOSKING (1948‐51)
HELEN KNOWLES (Burgess 1966‐72)
DAVID POPE (1972‐76)
JEAN WALKER (Palmer 1936‐46)
MARY PROBERT (Fairbanks 1937‐40)
JOHN SOAR (1937‐42)
STEPHEN DUNSTAN (1933‐39)
PATRICIA ROBERTS (Drewery, Staff 1966‐67)
RAYLEEN EATON (Calvert 1942‐46)
16

NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS
This section of the Magazine depends upon you the Old Scholars. If no
one contacts me, there can be no news to print. Please send any information about you and your friends to me so that next year there will be a lot
more News of Old Scholars.
Toby Allen (1952‐1958) has written to say that his years at Friends’
School (1952‐1958) were the happiest years of his life. He suspects that
maybe life was simpler then, people were friendlier, the world was less
stressful, and there were no wars. Whatever the reason, he had wonderful
friends and has great memories. Now in his sixties he reflects back on
“what if”. If he had married Anne, if he had become a professional soccer
player, or if he had stayed in England. After school his parents persuaded
him to do a course in Hotel and Restaurant Management at Westminster
College in London, and this started him off on a successful career
managing hotels and resorts.
Having worked in France, Monte‐Carlo, Scotland, England, ten States in
the USA including three times in Hawaii, the experiences helped him to
become a Vice‐President of three companies along the way. Managing the
massive complex on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon was the most
fun, and it was here that he was in charge of
1200 employees, 1000 hotel rooms, six
restaurants, eight gift shops, 56 tour buses...
and 96 mules. All this after managing hotels
in Death Valley, California. He played soccer
everywhere he worked, and competed in his
last game when he was 50 years and four
months old.
He still runs and bikes, and lives in Hawaii
with his wife Lita. But back to “what if”. He
feels that he might change his life’s direction
if he had to go through it again, but he would
not change the time he spent at Friends’
School. His email address is
tobyallen@hawaii.rr.com, and he would be
really happy for old friends to contact him.
Caroline Cowan (Millington, 1965‐67), left after only two years to
attend other schools for periods of one to two years, which curiously led
her to a career in education. She would like to hear from anyone who
remembers her during her short spell at Saffron Walden. Her email
address is mossclentview@talktalk.net.
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Rita Cox (Miles, formerly Girolami,
1948‐55) has sent in a charming Avenue
photograph. She is on the left, and her
two friends are Sarah Frizzell (Newman)
and Janet Howard (Holmes). Their
nicknames apparently were Mouse,
Nipper and Errol…
Robert Dunstan (1945‐1954) has
written to the Magazine with news from
Australia, where he and Gill live in
Moss Vale, in the Highlands of New
South Wales.
This is an area about 130km south of
Sydney, and not quite half way on the
route from Sydney to Canberra. There are three towns: Mittagong,
Bowral, and Moss Vale. Bowral is the biggest and busiest with many
shops, tourist boutiques, cafes, restaurants, three pubs, a cinema, the
Bradman Oval & Museum, and a number of expensive private schools
close by. Mittagong describes itself as the “Gateway to the Highlands”,
has a wonderful antique centre and other antique shops, one pub (he
thinks), a few quite good restaurants and cafes, and will soon boast a big
new shopping centre just outside the town centre.
Moss Vale, the most southerly of the three towns contains the council
offices and civic centre, some good shops, two pubs, a few cafes and
restaurants, and reputedly the best golf course in the Highlands. In
addition to the towns there are a number of villages, including
Bundanoon where they used to live. Their recent move to Moss Vale has
brought them closer to the shops, to the doctor’s surgery, to the Bowral
hospital (in case of emergencies), and to the rehearsal and performance
venues used by the Highlands Theatre Group.
The move has also provided them with a very nice new house on a much
smaller block of land; this, although also sloping, will be far easier to
maintain than the ¾ acre slope they had in Bundanoon. The house has
beautiful views from the front rooms and is well laid out and spacious.
When some friends of friends were posted overseas, Robert and Gill
took on their seven year old female black Labrador called Belle. She has
taken to her new home wonderfully well, and gives them an extra
incentive to get out walking.
On their third trip back to England, they felt just as much at home as
they had on each previous visit: they just loved the countryside, and made
sure that they saw a lot of it. In a very comfortable rental car, they
travelled from Heathrow to the New Forest, then back through Dorset,
Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Shropshire, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk,
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Essex and Kent, spending the last four days of their five week tour in
London.
They were able to see as many as fifteen OS friends, visiting Nuala
Sterling (Bradbury) and her husband Graham; Bryan and Kate Pickard;
Peter and Brenda Nash; Brian and Judy Hosking; Pat Flack (Cadman); and
meeting Joyce Prager (Coffin);
Jill Verran (Baker); Sarah
(Newman) and Mike Frizzell;
John Cadman; Janet “Miff”
Ashton; Alan Sillitoe; Jane
Wade (Morris); Sue Hourizi
(Haselgrove); and Jenny
Bradridge (Eames).
While staying in a self‐catering
barn in Banbury, they hosted
something of a mini‐reunion.
From left to right they are: Jill
Verran, Robert Dunstan, Sarah Frizzell, Mike Frizzell, Joyce Prager
They would love to have seen more old friends, but it would have been
impossible for them to have seen many more. The weather smiled on
them and the towns and villages and country beauty spots were just as
they had remembered and had looked forward to seeing again. They
were very tired when they finally arrived home, despite four days rest
and relaxation in Singapore between flights.
Robert and Gill’s principal resolution for the future is to remain active
and intellectually challenged whenever possible. They can be contacted at
their email address, which is dunstans@hinet.net.au.
Judith Foster (1947‐1953) has been in touch to say that she changed has
her address and is now living at 28 Mulberry Mead, Hatfield,
Hertfordshire AL10 9EN. Her phone number remains 01707 251427.
Phillip Jost (Year Group 03) has written to correct the phone number
given for him in the 2007
Outreach Directory. This
should read 0049 6132 78 68 78;
he can be contacted by email
on phillip.office@gmx.de.
Chris Lee (Year Group 1959)
would like the world to know
that he hasn’t dropped off it,
even though he has been
ignored by the 2007 Outreach
Directory. He and Mamie
recently had a mini‐reunion
19

with Brian and Jean Elliott and Michael and Jane Newland. Dr Chris has
changed his address however, and is now at Over Langford Manor, Bath
Road, Upper Langford, North Somerset, BS40 5DL. He can be emailed at
LeeDrChris@aol.com.
Chris Levine (Year Group 1978),
who describes himself as a “light
artist”, was featured in the 19th
January 2008 Telegraph Magazine
in connection with his exhibition
Lightness of Being; this included the
first‐ever holographic stereogram
portrait of the Queen, which he
created following sittings in 2003
and 2004.
Andy Nicholson (1961‐63) is back in the UK after spending the best part
of seventeen years in Africa working for a number of international
humanitarian organisations, and expects to stay put for the foreseeable
future. His email address is andy.l.nicholson@gmail.com.
Jill Summerhayes (Wicksteed, 1953‐58) regrets
that she cannot come to the 2008 Reunion. She
went off to Canada in 1969, and rose to become the
first female advertising manager in the history of
the Cambridge Daily Reporter. She was suffering
pain on a daily basis, and the osteoarthritis that
was diagnosed in all of her joints in 1983 meant
that she could no longer do a full‐time job.
Although having to use a walking stick (a cane to
Canadians) when only 40, Jill was not prepared to
be disabled. She set up her own cane consultancy
service, giving it the positive name of Cane and
Able, and imported a range of canes, mostly from
England. This was not enough for “The Cane
Lady” however, and the part time work that she also took on included
becoming a leading promoter of Cambridge’s cultural activities, and
serving as a trainer of palliative care volunteers. Her service to her
community was recognized in 2002 when she was awarded the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee medal. She can be contacted at jillsumm@golden.net.

Any OS wanting to get in touch with others can always go to the message
board on the website: http://friends.org.uk/fsswosa/membersonly/
Email contributions also directly to the Editor at
richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk.
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OS REUNION, MAY 2007, CLASS OF ‘75
Members of the 1975 Year Group were getting to be around fifty years old,
and it seemed to Caroline Longstreet that it was high time they all had a
reunion back at the School. After several months of emailing and
phoning, she succeeded brilliantly. Below is her account of the day.

I

had been told a while ago
that you get increasingly
nostalgic the older you get.
As my 50th birthday
approached I indeed found myself
increasingly thinking back on my
happy and fulfilling school and
university days. Before I knew it, I
had contacted the School to see if it
would be possible to organise
something for my year group in
what was our 50th year, at this
year’s Old Scholars weekend.
Naturally they supported the idea
(as previous year groups have
successfully done in the past), as
did the Old Scholars Association –
so long as I organised it. By
amazing coincidence I was already
in touch with David (Dan) Hills
who as everyone knows, is a great
supporter of the OSA. My
children had attended the same
small primary school in Felbridge,
West Sussex where we lived, and
where he had been Headmaster
until his retirement. FSSW spreads
far and wide...
Actually organising a reunion
proved to be less difficult than I
had at first feared. With people
living far and wide (as you would
expect former pupils of a boarding
school to do after some thirty
years) email has made

communication so much easier. So
I dipped my toe in the water at the
end of last year, and in order to
assess the level of interest began
emailing and writing to everyone
in my year for whom FSSW had
contact details. Surprisingly there
was an immediate take up: I guess
others were becoming equally
nostalgic and keen to support a get
‐together at the School. A few
emails and telephone calls later, 23
of us had committed to coming to
the Old Scholars weekend in May.
What was amazing was that seven
took flights to be there: three came
from the USA (Adrian
Drummond, Nigel Bradley and
James Chang), one from the
Dominican Republic (Mark Steele),
one from Monaco (Gary Weston)
and two from Scotland (Sally
Godfrey and Deirdre Kyle). Others
came from all over the country:
Yorkshire, Somerset, Cumbria,
London, Suffolk, Kent and Surrey,
and even a few more locally!
What a brilliant effort. And what
was heartening too was that a
number of other people from the
class of ’75, for a variety of
reasons, responded by saying they
did not want to, or could not, come
but wished us well with the
occasion. These included Lucy
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memorabilia out on one of the big
tables – this included past editions
of The Avenue, school reports,
photos and even old Sports Day
programmes. As sport had been
probably my only claim to fame at
School, I had kept all mine with
times, lengths and School records
all meticulously recorded – if only
I had shown such commitment in
my academic work!
As we greeted each other and
chattered away, word went round
that John Chapman and Terri
Roxby Bott, long since married of
course, had walked in. Both had
taught me, and embarrassingly I
was even able to show Terri the
rather lukewarm report she had
written about my first term’s
maths in 1968. It was good to see
them both, likewise Mary Mileson
who had taught a number of us
the cello, some with more success
than others (I’m definitely in the
‘others’ category). My little blue
book in which Mary had written
work and practice requirements
for the next lesson contained

Sutton, Emma Majdalany, Kate
Davies, Alison Fielder, James
Gaussen, Chris Lyons, Catherine
Greaves and Peter Jones. But
sadly too I was informed of three
people who had died: statistically
inevitable I suppose, but
nevertheless sad.
Some of us managed to meet
informally in a pub in Cambridge
on the Friday evening. Walking in
and meeting people I had not seen
for thirty years was a strange
feeling especially when I failed to
recognise one of my closest friends
from my school days – sorry
Adrian! But after a few beers we
were soon deep in conversation,
and laughter rang out as we
reminisced on the good ol’ times.
This set us up well for the
Saturday when we all gathered
with other old scholars in Centre
Library. The call had gone out in
advance to bring whatever you
had from your school days (sadly
my green cloak with fetching red
hood was no longer available) and
we spread our assorted
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several exhortations about the
need to do theory and the last
entry printed in capital letters with
exclamation marks read ‘Bring
your theory book or else!’ I can’t
recall whether I had or not, but we
were both there so presumably the
‘or else’ hadn’t applied.
Other staff it was good to catch
up with included Chris and Hazel
Smith, Jean Stubbs and Peter
Cutler. Of course Martin Hugall
was also there, the only current
member of staff who had taught us
and who subsequently married
Rosemary Catterall from our year.
He valiantly pretended to forget
the nickname Lucy Sutton and I
coined for him (Tiger), which we
growled to him every time we
passed him around the School
until he implored us to stop.
Anyway Tiger did us proud as it
happened and took a number of us
on a personal tour of the School.
Everyone was struck by how the
boarding environment had
changed during the past thirty
years – so much more personal
and comfortable than in our day.
We were also struck by how well
the School had improved its
facilities – a fantastic food
technology (cookery to us) room
where the old geography room
had been, the IT rooms (computers
not even thought of in our day),
and the extended art room. As we
admired current pupils’ artwork I
was sure I heard a call across the
easels of “SOS, Stanley” ‐ Imogen
Rowlands’ way of asking pupils
for some item that she needed

immediately. But it turned out to
be just my imagination.
Of course we were not the only
Old Scholars at the Reunion.
There were lots of other groups of
people all around the School
looking, chatting, laughing and
admiring it along with present
pupils and their families, and this
made for a lively and friendly
atmosphere. I found myself
strangely drawn to the changing
rooms (as explained above, this
was one of favourite places) – the
smell of those damp, musty old
canvas hockey boots still seemed
to hang in the air. We recalled
those end‐of‐term occasions when,
with bowls of water, we scrubbed
and cleaned our boots outside, and
agreed how our idea of a clean
hockey boot never seemed to
measure up to Anne Marriage’s
standard. The Assembly Hall too
had not changed much – public
examinations and assemblies
sitting on those hard seats, drama
and musical productions – all
intermingled in a bittersweet mix
of memories. Who can forget our
year’s performance of Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat
or the School play, Zigger Zagger?
None of us had forgotten of
course, and we had a happy time
recalling our various smaller or
larger roles.
Back to the day, and the cricket
got under way in the late morning,
with a large number of people
sitting on the boundary’s edge
eating BBQ food and watching the
traditional School versus Old
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Scholars match. Nostalgically a
group of us then walked across the
playing fields with Martin
explaining why some of the fields
had been or were about to be sold,
to provide for much needed
developments around the School.
Looking back to the School
buildings, it all looked incredibly
familiar (save for that great big
Sports Hall building of course).
We then walked around and back
up the Avenue, that majestic
centrepiece of the School campus.
The OSA had booked an evening
meal at the Eight Bells for any Old
Scholars who were staying on, but
of course none of us remembered
this pub from our schooldays and
we had to get directions. Actually
it had just been refurbished and
was an excellent choice of venue.
This was a highlight for the Class
of ‘75 who had been sensibly
provided with a large table to
themselves, with several other
smaller tables of other Old
Scholars close by.
A great evening of excellent food
interspersed with inexplicable but
remarkably good bursts of operatic
singing from Charles Mills,
numerous photos and increasingly
hilarious stories, all capped a
wonderful day of nostalgia, fun
and enduring friendship. When it
came to say goodbye, it was
surprisingly emotional, not
knowing where and when we
might meet up again. But one
thing is assured: we will most
certainly do so again and it won’t
be thirty years the next time. So

for any other year groups who are
thinking of doing something
similar or who, having read this,
might be tempted to organise
something, all I can say is: do it. It
doesn’t take much effort, the
School and Old Scholars are very
supportive, and the rewards speak
for themselves. Until next
time………………
The Class of ‘75 who attended
(maiden names used): Rosemary
Catterall, Hannah Roberts, Claire
Copeland‐Watts, Claire Holmes,
Caroline Casson, Gaia Shaw,
Rachel Morris, Adrian
Drummond, Mike Mowatt, James
Chang, Richard Hughes, Nigel
Bradley, Chris Hickling, Piers
Fletcher (on Friday only), Deidre
Kyle, Sally Godfrey, Amanda
Dixon, Charles Mills, Gary
Weston, Aubrey Bufton, Mark
Steele, Jac Cannon and Annamarie
Critchard.
Caroline Longstreet (nee Cannon),
1975 Year Group
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The following is a list of Old Scholars and others who were present
at the Reunion on 19th May 2007, painstakingly assembled
from a variety of sources, many of them handwritten.
With apologies from the Editor for any errors or omissions.

Allin, Richard (YG97)
Baily, Roger (1950‐55)
Baker, Tim (1950‐55)
Barbanell, Ann
Barbanell, Derek (1936‐45)
Barber, William (1993‐96)
Beeson, Doris
Beeson, Lenon (Staff 1950‐56)
Bertram, Mark (1955‐60)
Bradley, Nigel (YG75)
Brown, Adrian (1958‐65)
Bufton, Aubrey (YG75)
Chang, James (YG75)
Chapman, John (1967‐72)
Chapman, Thérèse (Roxby Bott
1956‐63, Staff 1967‐70)
Collins, Elizabeth (Bichard YG80)
Cowan, Amanda (Cooper, Staff
1975‐84)
Crichard, Annamarie (1968‐75)
Croucher, Giles (1989‐91)
Dhammapattiyā, Mollie (Hamling
1957‐62)
Dickinson, Carey (Hingston
1972‐79)
Dixon, Amanda (YG75)
Drummond, Adrian (YG75)
Dutton, Dave (1970‐77)
Evans, Claire (Holmes 1968‐75)
Fairbanks, David (1944‐49)
Fletcher, Piers (YG75)
Foster, Julie (1971‐78)
Frost, Harry (1952‐59)
Fulleylove, Claire (Copeland‐
Watts 1968‐75)
Gardner, Margaret C
Gardner, Maurice

Gilpin, Richard (1952‐60)
Glover Palmer, Molly (1936‐43)
Gonzalez‐Carter, Moni (YG06)
Good, Adrian (1961‐69)
Grigg, Geoff (1961‐67)
Haigh, Pauline (Goddard 1938‐46,
Staff 1950‐54)
Hawkes, Mary (Wiseman 1959‐64)
Hayler, Wilf (1940‐48)
Hickling, Christopher (1968‐75)
Hills, David (1954‐61)
Holmes, Martin (1945‐55)
Hugall, Martin (Staff 1972‐)
Hugall, Rosemary (Catterall
1968‐75)
Hughes, Richard (1986‐75)
Johnston, Graeme (1955‐61)
Jones, David (1942‐49)
Kikaya, Sally (YG06)
Lamborn, Martin (1957‐65)
Longstreet , Caroline (Cannon
YG75)
Mansbridge, Deirdre (Kyle 1968‐75)
Marshall, Di (Lane 1958‐62)
Masters, Richard (YG40)
Mayer, Jill (Hanson 1957‐64)
McLean, Paul (1957‐64)
Mercer, Peter (1950‐55)
Meyer, Michael (YG68)
Mileson, Mary (Noyce Staff
1952‐55, 1963‐2003)
Mills, Charles (1968‐76)
Moody, Steve (1968‐71)
Morris, Rachel (YG75)
Mowatt, Mike (1973‐75)
Phillips, John (1974‐79)
Pim, Malcolm (1960‐63)
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Rawana, Sabi (1958‐63)
Richardson, Emma (YG04)
Roberts, Hannah (1968‐73)
Rothwell, Frances (Shepherd
1957‐64)
Schaufeld, Jackie (YG06)
Shaw, Gaia (YG75)
Spencer, Christopher (1962‐69)
Spencer, Ruth
Steele, Mark (1968‐73)
Stubbs, Jean (1928‐36, Staff
1956‐81)
Taylor, Caroline (Casson 1968‐75)

Tuckwell, Rebecca (YG85)
Turnbull, Jack (1933‐35)
Turnbull, Mike (1961‐69)
Watson, Margaret (Pilgrim
1943‐54)
Watson, Tony (1944‐55)
Wedd, Graham (1943‐54)
Weinman, John (1957‐63)
Weston, Gary (YG75)
Willmott, Jo (Beechey 1986‐93)
Wood, Chris (1947‐54)
Wright, Sally (Godfrey YG75)

Caroline Longstreet (Cannon) was at FSSW from
the first form in 1968 to the upper sixth in 1975,
following in her older brother Simon’s footsteps
(now living near Lincoln – 4 children and has
just become a grandfather!!).
She excelled at sport – athletics, swimming, and
hockey in particular which has been an enduring
interest all her life, and which she thanks the
School for developing so well. Indeed she only
gave up playing hockey this past season having
played at university, county and club levels over
the years. She fared reasonably well academically at school and went on to
read English and History at Hull University, where she graduated in 1979.
Her love of these subjects she puts down to the excellent teaching she had at
FSSW from Cyril Mummery, Anita Thistlethwaite and John Gillett.
Caroline then joined the Home Office on their graduate programme and had
a number of different jobs working in Croydon and London, travelling from
her home in East Grinstead until 2002 when, with her family, she moved
down to the West Country in a ‘quality of life’ move. Not surprisingly, she
married a sportsman. They have two children: Kate, who has just graduated
with a History degree from Nottingham University and James who, having
just completed a gap year at Melbourne Grammar School as a sports
assistant, is about to go to Cardiff University to read Modern History and
Politics. Sports and History are in the genes, it seems.
She now lives in an old farmhouse at the foot of the Brendon Hills, works
locally in Taunton and continues to pursue sporting interests, but in a more
sedate manner – golf and tennis, and long walks with the dog.
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NOW WE ARE 70
Members of the 1955 Year Group have – give or take the odd month
either way – now turned 70, and they celebrated this anniversary
in July 2007 with a splendid dinner at the House of Lords.
Below is Alan Sillitoe’s report on how the day went.

W

e had all arrived at
Saffron Walden
around 1947, and
while some left part
way through, those who stayed the
course left in 1955.
If you are looking for an eye‐
catching London venue for a
special reunion it does help to
have a peer of the realm amongst
your number, and we are indebted
to Tony Newton (President of OS
in 2001‐2) for agreeing to act as our
host for this occasion.
Tony has spent most of his
working life at Westminster as an
MP, a Minister, and now as Lord
Braintree.
The Palace of Westminster is
central and easy to find: I only
mention this because one of the
favourite passages quoted by our
late history teacher Cyril
Mummery (who received
honourable mention at the dinner)
concerned one of the great reform
bills of the 1800s when
backwoodsman peers were
dragooned into voting and
“London was full of peers that bright
May morning, all asking their way to
the House of Lords.” Well, we found
it without trouble.
This was the most elaborate and
carefully planned of a series of

class reunions. Some have been at
the school – including of course
the Tercentenary – and some have
been mini‐reunions in London or
Rugby, but nearly all have owed
their existence to the enthusiasm
and organising ability of one
person: Joyce Coffin as was, now
Joyce (or Madeleine as she prefers)
Prager. As a result of her IT skills
we also have a chat line, which
enables overseas class members to
keep in touch.
Before we sat down to lunch in
the Attlee room we were treated to
a guided tour of the Palace of
Westminster.
Tours are bookable, provided
that Parliament is not sitting, and I
do strongly recommend a visit.
Not only should we all see the
home of our democracy, but we
can also wallow in the exuberant
colour and craftsmanship of the
Victorian gothic revival.
It was not a formal dinner, so
speechmaking was kept to a
minimum, but we expressed our
grateful thanks to Tony as host
and to Joyce as organiser, and
Martin Holmes brought us up to
date with the development
planned at the school.
Afterwards, a sizeable group of us
crossed Westminster Bridge
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and walked along the river to inspect the splendidly refurbished Festival
Hall. It was built when we were schoolchildren, and now it is looking in
its prime.
Just like us in fact.
Alan Sillitoe
1947‐55

The House of Lords photograph shows, from left to right:

Back row: Graham Sterling (Nuala’s husband); Bryan Pickard;
Martin Holmes; John Robertson; Janet Claxton (Hunn); Alan Risdon;
Mike Frizzell; Tony Osborn; Peter Kelly; Sue Hourizi (Haselgrove).
Centre row: Nuala Sterling (Bradbury); Alan Sillitoe; Linda Robertson
(John’s wife); Jane Wade (Morris); Margaret Collison (Shepherd);
Jill Verran (Baker); Ruth Allen (Hatch); Ingrid Osborne (Davies);
Rachel Ashton.
Front row: Rita Cox (Miles); Brenda Kelly (De’Ath); Sarah Frizzell
(Newman); Tony (aka Harold) Newton; Diana Golding (Weeden);
Joyce Prager (Coffin); Elda Elliott (Gale); Janet Chamley (Fairs).
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1940s (and more) REUNIONS
It all began when we heard that Paddy Carter (Thomas)
was visiting the UK from her home in Australia “why don't we have a reunion to greet her?"...

A

nd so the 1940s (and
more) reunion group
was born.
Originally it was
basically a 1950 year group
reunion, but over the years we
have spread out in both directions
with Old Scholars from earlier and
later years.
We arrange to meet annually
(usually in early July) and
alternately south and north of the

Group at the 2007 reunion

We have been very grateful to
those Old Scholars who have
entertained us and catered for us
with delicious spreads in their
homes (often on farms).
If there is anyone who was at
FSSW around our time and would
like to attend our next Reunion,
you will be most welcome. Please
contact me if you would like to
go on the mailing list.

Cake from 2006 reunion, courtesy of
Michael and Jane How

Wilf Hayler (1940‐48)
wehayler@tiscali.co.uk

Thames to make it easier for folk to
attend.

If any other Old Scholars meet up on a regular
(or even occasional) basis, and would like the world to know —
please send details and photos to the Editor:
richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk
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OLD SCHOLARS REUNION WEEKEND 2008
In 2007, the Old Scholars’ Association decided to encourage two Year
Groups to come back on Reunion Day. Dinner at the Eight Bells was
arranged, and the day was a great success...

F

ollowing last year’s
success with the 50’ish and
60’ish age groups (Year
Groups 1965 and 1975), the
Committee is repeating the
exercise, and has chosen to move
on one year and focus on the 1966
and 1976 Year Groups.

official gathering of the group
since a 25th anniversary gathering
in May 1991 ‐ and that was a great
day.
So, 17 years on, he’s hoping for
more of the same and praying for a
beautiful Spring day in Saffron
Walden!
Come along and celebrate, come
and catch up with your old school
mates or come and lay to rest any
bad memories (and replace them
with better ones)! Let’s make it a
memorable day.
If anyone reading this is in
contact with someone from this
year group Geoff would welcome
any contact information or leads.
You can reach him at
geofft101@btinternet.com.

Where are you, class of ’66?
Geoff Thompson has been
contacting as many of the 1966
year group as he could locate. He
reminds readers that the invitation
is to all leavers from the second
year sixth form in 1966 as well as
any others from the same Year
Group who left earlier than that.
1966 of course is a very special
Year Group: it is the only group to
leave Saffron Walden in the year in
which England won the World
Cup.
The plan is to gather at FSSW on
Saturday 10th May as part of the
school’s “Friends and Family” day
and then move on to the Eight
Bells in the evening for dinner
together.
As if that were not enough, he is
also considering organising
something on the Sunday – maybe
a country walk ‐ to encourage
people to stay over a little longer.
Spouses and partners are also
welcome on what will be the first

Class of ’76: help please!
As this issue of the Magazine
goes to press, the Committee is
still looking for someone from
Year Group 1976 to round up
others from that year and get them
back to Saffron Walden for the
10th May. If you’re game, please
contact Nigel McTear on
mail@mctear.com.
The President’s Year Group (‘60)
Please come back too: for the day
and dinner, or just for the day.
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138th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
John Weinman (Presiding)
steady year: there could be no
expectation that spectacular years,
like the tercentenary, could be
more than occasional. The
finances and the membership were
robust. The General Committee
had looked at the options of what
was consistently deliverable by
way of encouraging Old Scholars
to return and to keep in touch.
The year’s experiment to hold
dinners for the year groups
turning 50 and 60 at the Eight Bells
in the evening of the May
Reunion/Friends and Families Day
had been promising: there were
about fifty diners, with the turn‐
out of the 50s outnumbering the
60s. The OSA had subsidised the
food (but not the alcohol). The
Committee hoped that this was a
basis on which to build.
(b) Membership affairs were now
looked after by the School. Today,
membership stood at 1,074: just
over 85% of members living in UK.
There had been 43 new members
during the year, predominantly
school leavers, and 10 losses.

There were 23 members present.
The President welcomed those
present and a short silence was
observed. The Chair read the
notice convening the meeting.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
were received from: Janet Claxton,
Daphne Francis, Mary Fulford,
Trevor Hurrell, Rebecca Parker,
and Pam Tracey.
MINUTES: The minutes of the
previous meeting held on 18th
November 2006 had been recorded
in the Yearly Magazine sent to
members. The meeting agreed
that these were a true and accurate
report and accordingly the
President signed them.
MATTERS ARISING: None.
OBITUARIES: The Secretary read
the names of those whose deaths
have been reported during the last
year: Richard Best, Janet
Bloomfield, Helen Burgess,
Stephen Dunstan, Bernard Dutton,
Derek Hosking, David Pope and
Jean Walker. A short silence was
observed.

(c) Treasurer
(Andrew McTear): Andrew noted
that this was his 18th report as
Treasurer. Copies of the accounts
were circulated. The Association
was in good financial health,
income and expenditure were both
steady, and there was, as usual, a

REPORTS:
(a) Secretary (Nigel McTear):
Nigel reported that it had been a
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Andrew was now retiring from the
Board after serving on it for
sixteen years as an Old Scholar
Representative but he would
continue to sit on its Business
Working Group. He was being
succeeded in January 2008 by
Douglas Kent, who is currently
technical secretary at the Society
for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings.
Andrew’s years on the Board,
during which he had served with
four Heads, had been something of
a roller coaster ride. As he was
joining, the assisted places scheme,
which funded about a third of
pupils, was being abandoned and
this threw the senior school into a
real crisis. An increase in paying
foreign students helped for a while
but it was through strengthening
management, marketing and
academic success that the School
managed to pull through. Day
scholar numbers increased
markedly, but boarding numbers
approximately halved, and the
senior and junior schools came
better to complement each other,
to spread the Board’s risks and to
respond to demographic changes
in Saffron Walden. Recently the
School’s land and buildings were
transferred from a Quaker charity
to the School itself, thereby
instigating the development
proposals. The School, he
concluded, had a distinct character
and a big responsibility. It was
now in better health than when he
joined the Board, and he had every

“normal” annual surplus of about
£2,000 which the General
Committee dispensed in pursuit of
the aims of the Association as it
thought most fit. This year the
bulk of the surplus went to
funding the latest Outreach
Directory. The Association was
carrying a cash surplus of £10,000
which once the investments have
been transferred from Friends
Trust to Charles Stanley will be
invested. Other investments had
increased by about 10% over the
year. The audit of the accounts was
in hand.
At the end of the meeting, the
Treasurer reported that the audit
had been completed by Charles
Mills and Graeme Johnston, and
that the former would request
Christopher Hickling to act next
year as the third auditor that the
Rules require every fifth year.
(d) Old Scholars’ Representative
on Board of Governors
(Andrew McTear reporting on his
own behalf and that of Martin
Holmes): Andrew said that the
School had had a good year. Over
the past three years numbers in the
senior school had been increasing
and in the junior school decreasing
but both had stabilised in this last
year. There were also two
encouraging signs: both the sixth
form and the early years numbers
were up. The development plan
for the School was continuing and
Tony Watson would report on
that.
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infected with a virus. Then it
transpired that the printer’s
software was incompatible with
the Editor’s and his production
slot was missed. But all came right
in the end, thanks to the support of
many, and the Magazine was
posted in time for the May
reunion.

reason to expect it to go on
growing in strength.
Tony Watson (Clerk to the
Governors): Tony was hopeful
that the Uttlesford Planning
Committee, after many delays,
would finally consider the School’s
development proposals at a
meeting later that month. All
earlier objections from the
statutory and environmental
bodies had now been dealt with
but the local neighbours remained
opposed to the scheme. He hoped
that a result would be available
before the Magazine went to press.

Richard, now with a new
computer, proposed to use the
same printer for 2008 but to close
for press in early March and
deliver to the School for mailing in
early April. He had not been
stampeded with contributions for
the Magazine but things were
coming on well and he was sure
that last year’s experiences would
prove useful. He had been deeply
impressed by the way that the
School had set out its stall at an
open morning that he had
attended in October.

Tony Watson took this
opportunity to express deep
thanks to Andrew for all the work
he had done and wisdom he had
injected while on the Board. He
had done a splendid job in helping
steer a path through grave
financial difficulties and he was
glad that his expertise would
remain available to the Board and
to the OSA.

Richard voiced the view of many
that the latest edition of the
Outreach Directory was a
disappointment and that he hoped
the School and the OSA could find
a way to work better together to
ensure an altogether better
Directory next time.

(e) Editor
(Richard Gilpin): Richard had
had an interesting and demanding
first year as Editor, with rather
more writing and rather less
editing than he had expected,
despite valuable help from Mary
Mileson. He had struggled with
an ageing and dodgy computer
and been dismayed to find that his
anti‐viral software had itself been

(f) Head’s report for 2006/7
(Graham Wigley): Graham
pointed out that much of the year
was described in a booklet
produced for Friends’ and
Families Day and that the School’s
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the benefits of a Friends’ School
education, with over 90% of our
students achieving better results
than expected. The average ‘value
added’ to each GCSE grade was
0.8, or just under a grade during
the two years from the beginning
of Year10.

website pages gave excellent
summaries of all that was going on
in the School. So his report would
be more by way of a brief update.
“Academic Results. These are an
improvement even on last year’s
excellent results, with a 100% pass
rate (for the third year running).
Thirty five per cent of grades were
at A (30% in 2006), 65% at A or B
(48% in 2006) and an incredible
93.5% A‐C (78% in 2006). This is a
truly remarkable set of results
given that we have an ‘open’
policy on entry, unlike those
schools which have entry policies
that ensure good ‘headline’
figures. We are extremely proud
of our sixth formers’ achievements
and wish them good luck as they
head off to a range of top
universities including Durham, St
Andrews and Imperial College.

Pupils number 245 in the Senior
School, chiefly as a result of a
significant entry into Year 9 and an
encouraging ‘stay on’ rate of just
over half of Year 11 into the lower
sixth form, which currently
numbers 27. There are 139 pupils
in the Junior School. I remain
aware that we still need to work
hard to recruit and retain pupils at
all levels and I have just appointed
Alex Cox as our new Marketing
Manager; I am sure she will be an
asset to the school.
Quaker links. We celebrated a
very enjoyable and thought‐
provoking Quaker Schools’ Week
in September, with the Sixth Form
all attending a Peace Conference
with young people from other
Quaker schools at Leighton Park,
while pupils in Years 10 and 11
attended lectures at Friends’ about
Peace with representatives of CND
and local Quakers. Earlier, four
sixth formers had attended the
Southern Quaker Schools’
Pilgrimage to the Lake District.
Old Scholar Tom Robinson
published an article in The
Guardian in which he talked about
the benefits of his Quaker
education here and in the same

GSCE results, too, were very good,
with 92% achieving 5 or more A*
to C grades (88% last year). 89% of
all grades were A*‐C (83% last
year). The A*/A and A* to B
grades were also higher at 60%, up
from 55% last year. It is wonderful
to be able to celebrate these
figures, but our focus remains on
individual students: many of those
who did not achieve eye‐catching
A* and A grades still achieved
remarkably well, often as a result
of their hard work and application.
It is the ‘value added’ score (the
measure of improvement over and
above that which we would
normally expect) that underlines
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have been reviewed and revised;
there is a new Behaviour Policy in
place and a new computer‐based
information Management System
has been introduced to aid
assessment, report writing and the
monitoring of pupil progress.

week there was an article on behalf
of all Friends Schools in The
Independent promoting our
international dimension. The
week ended with boarders
enjoying an evening’s discussion
at the Saffron Walden Meeting
House.

Finally, I should like to thank the
OSA officers for their work and
the support that they give to the
school; a strong OSA is very
important to the school and I hope
that the Association continues to
thrive.”

Out and About. Last year ended
with a very successful Activities
Week that saw Year 7 on a
residential course in Sheringham,
Year 8 enjoying four days of
outward bound activities,
including sailing and mountain
biking, Year 9 went to Normandy,
Year 10 on a fortnight’s Work
Experience and the sixth form
visited Prague and Dachau.
Already this year Year 10 and 11
historians have visited World War
battlefields in Belgium and France
and there have been numerous
other opportunities for pupils to
benefit from education outside the
classroom. In the Junior School
Year 5 have already had a week in
Sheringham and all Year 6 made it
(again!) to the top of Snowdon
during their week in north Wales.
I am delighted that our Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award activity is now
based in school where we have
more control over training; this
remains a very popular activity.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
THE RULES OF THE
ASSOCIATION
The proposed amendments had
been circulated before the AGM.
The Secretary recapitulated the
case for amending the Rules (the
Constitution itself did not need
amending): it was eight years since
the last amendments and there had
been significant changes since then
in the way that the Association
operated. In particular, now that
the School had taken over the
“backroom” tasks of the General
Committee, there was no
requirement for that Committee to
operate on the scale that it used.
The proposed changes reduced the
Officers from eight to five,
introduced a Chair as the lead
managerial Officer, provided for a
President role that could be as
honorary or as hands‐on as the
incumbent wished (and did not

School improvement. With our
Independent Schools’ Inspection
next February, a huge amount of
work has already been undertaken
in preparation for the inspectors’
visit. A range of academic policies
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The Head would nominate two
School Correspondents.

require ‐ but would not deter ‐ a
presidential address), and
slimmed down the size of the
Committee from 27 to 13 while
retaining the flexibility of co‐
option. The Chair and President
terms would not be fixed. The
President, Will Weinman,
emphasised the significance of the
change to the President role: it
could be too heavy a load, and this
put candidates off.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None.
10.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next AGM would be held at
the School on Saturday 8th
November 2008.

After discussion, the AGM
required one change: that the
quorum for the General
Committee should be (instead of
four) five members, of whom at
least two must be officers. The
amendments were then formally
proposed by Molly Glover,
seconded by Jack Turnbull and
accepted unanimously by the
meeting. The changes would
therefore become effective six
weeks from the date on which they
became available for download
from the website.

APPOINTMENT OF
PRESIDENT ELECT for 2007‐
2008
A President to succeed Richard
Gilpin in November 2008 had not
yet been appointed: it was hoped
that the name would be
announced in the next Magazine.
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
Professor Will Weinman gave a
learned, fascinating and well‐
received talk about “Walden,
Psychology and Me”, which can be
found on page 37.
He also donated a careful selection
of psychology textbooks
(including one co‐edited by him)
to the School library. Graham
Wigley warmly thanked him on
behalf of Old Scholars for his
erudite address and the School for
his generous gift of books.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mark Bertram proposed that,
assuming the amendments to the
Rules are unopposed by the
membership, the five Officers
would be: Nigel McTear would
continue as Chair, Andrew McTear
as Treasurer, Richard Gilpin as
Editor and Mark Bertram as
Minutes Secretary: Chris Spencer
had agreed to become Secretary.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
As noted in the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, the President,
John Weinman, gave a well-received talk to members of the Association.
Highlights from his address are below.

Members of the Association in the Library for the AGM

L

I was excited because I know that
Walden scholars will find
Psychology a wonderful subject to
study at A level and beyond.
Psychology is the scientific study
of human behaviour, how it
changes and develops over the
lifespan, how it differs across
individuals and contexts, and how
it is affected by illness and injury.
Far from being what some
educational traditionalists have
ignorantly described as a soft
option or a ‘dumbed down’ A
level subject, Psychology is very
much a science in its methods, its
rigour and in its development of
and reliance on good theory.
For sixteen year olds, it has the
additional bonus of being a subject
that can provide insights into their

ast May I attended
Friends and Families day
at Walden, and I can
strongly recommend this
to any Old Scholar wanting to get
a feel for the atmosphere and
accomplishments of the school
now. Also, it was during his Head
Teacher’s report on that day, that
Graham Wigley happened to
mention that Psychology was
about to be introduced as an A
level for the first time, and this
really excited me for a number of
reasons. As someone who has
made a career as a practitioner,
researcher and teacher in
Psychology, this news provided
me with ideas for my Presidential
address and for choosing my
Presidential gift to the school.
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a religious philosophy,
particularly to its meditative and
pacifist tenets.
The other aspect of my family
which has had a huge influence on
my life was that I grew up with
two congenitally deaf brothers,
one four years older and one four
years younger. Profound deafness
has major effects on language
learning and, since many deaf
children are born to hearing
parents, early parent‐child
communication and later
development can be affected in
many ways. The natural
communication for a profoundly
deaf child is sign language, which
is as rich and complex as oral
language, but this was neither
recognised nor encouraged at the
time we were growing up. Despite
this I automatically learned to sign,
and growing up with two deaf
brothers has provided me with a
wealth of important experiences
and insights into another world,
with all its differences and
potential difficulties. As brothers
we were very close and I realise
now that I have learned so much
from my early childhood. Looking
back, I can see that these early
experiences were indirectly
instrumental in my eventually
attending Walden and in
becoming a psychologist.
The Walden connection came
about because my brothers needed
to be at boarding school and my
parents thought that it would only
be fair for me to do the same.
Initially I went to a boys‐only

The President gives his address

own behaviour and feelings at a
really crucial time. I also feel that
the subject will fit well with the
great liberal tradition of FSSW,
with its strong emphasis on
individuality and personal growth.
Learning that Psychology was
going to be taught at FSSW also
started me thinking about the
ways in which being at Walden
might have influenced my choice
of career as a psychologist but, to
be honest, my initial thoughts
revealed no obvious links.
However, after further thought, I
realised that there was a common
factor which had played an
important role in my coming to
Walden and in eventually
becoming a psychologist. That
common factor was the family
within which I grew up. My
parents were immigrants from
Nazi Germany and had not only
been supported by Quakers in
settling in England but had also
been very drawn to Quakerism as
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voluntary work in the Third
World, I opted for the fleshpots of
London and ended up sharing a
flat with Malcolm Pim and Arnie
Wilson. In the midst of all the
hedonism and freedom of the
Swinging Sixties, one event took
place which was to have a massive
influence on my future and, again,
this stemmed from my early
family life.One day, quite out of
the blue, I was called by a
Psychiatric Social worker, who
was the mother of a close Walden
friend, David Hadley. At that
time, she and her colleagues had
been trying to assess and treat a
congenitally deaf boy but were
unable to get through to him at all.
When they realised that they
were getting nowhere and were
looking for solutions, she
remembered me and my sign
language skills and asked me if I
would like to help. I acted as an
interpreter for a number for
assessment and therapy sessions
and this seemed to help them to
break out of the impasse in which
they had found themselves.
It was this experience which
finally galvanised my decision to
study Psychology. I had been
nurturing a growing interest in
“the mind” and the ideas of Carl
Jung, but chose to study at
Reading, as it had been
recommended as a strongly
experimental and scientific course.
I loved the rigour of the course
and the opportunity to get my first
taste of research, and ended up in
my final year conducting an

minor public school for a year and
loathed it. At that time a very dear
Quaker friend of my parents
recommended Saffron Walden and
I started there in September 1957.
For me going to Walden was a
complete breath of fresh air and I
settled into the friendly and
relaxed atmosphere of the school,
making many lifelong friends on
the way. I have to confess that for
my first few years I could only be
described as an academic
underachiever, and the idea that I
might eventually become an
academic would have been
considered totally absurd by those
who made valiant attempts to
teach me.
Endless hours of daydreaming
about girls and football – and
sometimes both – were not
conducive to academic progress,
but I somehow scraped into the
Sixth form, where a slow
transformation took place. With
its narrower academic focus and
increased scope for responsibility
and autonomy, Sixth form life was
something of a turning point for
me as I discovered the world of
ideas and was spurred on by
teachers who clearly believed in
my ability to do well.
I left Walden in the summer of
1963 and, even though I had found
an enthusiasm for study and a
confidence in my own abilities and
ideas, I was still totally undecided
about a choice of career. So I then
embarked on what now would be
called a gap year but, rather than
throwing myself into worthwhile
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The President donates
a selection of books to
the School

but I feel that it has contributed in
a small way to a greater
understanding of the ways in
which our behaviour can influence
how we cope and respond when
illness strikes and how this, in
turn, impacts on the outcome of
the illness. All through my career
I have tried to ensure that my
research findings have the
potential to be translated into
improvements in health care
delivery and in medical education.
I know that I have been
incredibly lucky to have ended up
in such a fulfilling and absorbing
career. The study of brain and
behaviour in health and illness is
still in its relative infancy but it is
an exciting and fast moving field.
This is why I am so delighted that
A level Psychology teaching will
be taking off at Walden, and it is
for this reason that I have chosen
to donate a collection of new
Psychology books to the school
library in the hope of inspiring
students to take up the challenge
of understanding and optimising
human behaviour.
John Weinman

ambitious study on visual memory
in deaf children at my younger
brother’s school in Brighton. It
was on the strength of this study
that I was offered a postgraduate
research post in Neuropsychology
and the chance to undertake
clinical training at the Royal Free
and a PhD at the Institute of
Neurology in London.
During the mid‐seventies I had
decided that I needed to find a job
which combined research, teaching
and clinical work, and was lucky
enough to obtain a lectureship in
the Medical School at Guy’s
Hospital. Although the Medical
School has grown massively by
merging with two other medical
schools, I have remained there and
have taught countless medical
students over the last thirty plus
years. During that time, my
research has focused on the role of
psychological factors in the
outcome of a wide range of
physical health problems, and on
the complex links between stress,
immunity and recovery. Looking
back, I know that this research was
not going to win any Nobel prizes
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THE RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION
As noted in the Minutes of the AGM held on 10th November 2007 the
Constitution of the Association has remained unchanged. The Rules have
been amended however, and with apologies for having to use such a
rather small type size, the full Constitution and Rules are as below.
CONSTITUTION
1.
NAME
The name of the Association shall be “Friends’ School Saffron Walden Old Scholars’
Association” – hereinafter called “the Association”.
2.
OBJECTS
The objects of the Association shall be:‐
(a)
To promote fellowship and maintain contact amongst the Members and between the
Members and the Friends’ School Saffron Walden (“the School”).
(b)
To promote the interests and uphold the best traditions of the School, which was
founded at Clerkenwell in 1702 and moved to Islington Road in 1786, to Croydon in 1825 and
to Saffron Walden in 1879.
3.
POWERS
The Association may engage in and organise religious, charitable, educational, cultural,
social, recreational and similar activities and shall have authority to raise and hold funds and
purchase and hold property and land in pursuit of its objects.
4.
BRANCHES
Local Branches may be formed in any way found suitable provided that their objects, powers
and activities are not in conflict with those of the Association.
RULES
1.
MEMBERSHIP
(a)
Ordinary
Ordinary Membership of the Association shall be open to all former scholars of the School, to
all past and present members of the Staff of the School and, at the discretion of the General
Committee, to parents of past and present scholars and to other persons closely associated
with the Association or the School. A subscription as defined in Rule 2 below shall be
payable.
(b)
Honorary
Honorary Membership of the Association may be conferred by the General Committee as a
mark of esteem for outstanding service, merit or achievement in connection with the
Association or the School.
(c)
Termination
(i)
Membership shall cease by resignation or removal. Removal shall be at the
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discretion of the General Committee including when an ordinary Member is more
than two years in arrears with his or her subscription. Removal shall be recorded in
the Minutes of the General Committee and shall have effect forthwith.
(ii)
Non‐payment of subscription shall disqualify an ordinary Member from
office, nomination and voting, and from receiving a copy of the Annual Report.
2.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
(a)
Date Payable
Annual subscriptions shall be due and payable on the first day of April in each year.
(b)
Amount Payable
Subject to paragraph ‘c’ below, ordinary Members shall pay a minimum annual subscription
as decided by a General Meeting.
(c)
Reduction and Waiver
The Membership Secretary may (subject to confirmation by the General Committee) reduce
or waive the current annual subscription where circumstances justify it.
(d)
Life
There is no Life Membership. Members who have previously paid a lump sum for Life
Membership shall continue to be Members for the remainder of their life.
3.
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
(a)
Composition
The affairs of the Association shall be managed by a General Committee made up from:‐
Officers:
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Minutes Secretary
Editor of the Annual Report
Ex officio Members:
President
Two School Correspondents (nominated by the Head)
An Old Scholar on the School Board of Governors
(b)
Frequency and record keeping of meetings
The General Committee shall meet at least once a year and minutes of the meetings shall be
kept.
(c)
Notice of Meetings
Minutes of the last General Committee meeting shall be sent to all Members of the General
Committee at least two weeks before the next meeting and shall constitute notice thereof.
(d)
Quorum
Five Members of the General Committee shall form a quorum, of whom at least two must be
Officers.
(e)
Co‐options
The General Committee shall have power to co‐opt up to four members to serve as required.
(f)
Expenses
All offices of the Association shall be unpaid, but the General Committee will reimburse its
members for expenses authorised by the Committee.
(g)
Requisition
If not less than four Members of the General Committee deem any business of the General
Committee to be urgent they may, by requisition signed by all, serve notice upon the
Secretary to convene a special General Committee meeting for its consideration to be held
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within six weeks of the date of the receipt of the notice and the Secretary shall do so,
indicating in the notice convening such meeting the nature of the business and that it has
been requisitioned.
4. GENERAL MEETINGS
(a)
Convening Annual General Meeting
The General Committee shall convene an Annual General Meeting of Members.
(b) Convening Special General Meeting
A Special General Meeting to consider urgent business may be called by the Committee or at
the signed request of at least twenty Members. The Chair shall convene the Special General
Meeting within three months the Secretary acting in accordance with paragraph ‘c’ below
but indicating that the meeting has been requisitioned.
(c) Notice
Notice of General Meetings shall be sent to every Member. Notices shall be posted at least
three calendar weeks in advance of the meeting and shall indicate the agenda.
(d)
Quorum
Twenty Members shall form a quorum.
(e)
Annual General Meeting Agenda:‐
(i)
Notice convening the Meeting.
(ii)
Worship.
(iii)
Notices and messages.
(iv)
Minutes of the last General Meeting.
(v)
The Reports – provided for in Rule 5 – and their adoption.
(vi)
Appointments and elections as provided for in Rule 6.
Report on any conferring of Honorary Membership as provided for in Rule 1(b).
(vii)
(viii) Any other business
.
(f)
Procedure
Motions at General Meetings shall be moved and seconded. Voting when needed shall be by
a show of hands. On points of order and procedure the decision of the Chair shall be final.
(g)
Requisition to include item on agenda
If not less than fifteen Members deem that certain business should be considered by the
Members they may, by requisition signed by all, serve notice upon the Secretary to include
such business in the agenda of the next General Meeting, and the Secretary shall do so,
indicating in the notice convening such meeting the nature of the business and that it has
been requisitioned.
(h)
Minutes
The General Committee shall cause to be kept in any suitable and convenient form minutes
of all General Meetings.
5.
REPORTS TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(a)
Committee
The following officers shall present reports:‐
(i) Secretary to report on the activities of the Association for the preceding year.
(ii) A School Correspondent to present a report on the membership of the
Association.
(iii) Treasurer to present audited accounts and a balance sheet for the past
financial year and the report of the auditors appended to the balance sheet. At the Annual
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General Meeting the Treasurer shall present the original signed auditors’ report to the Chair.
(iv)
One of the Board of Governors to report on the activities of the Board for
the previous year.
(v)
A School Correspondent to present a report on the activities of the
School for the previous year.
(b)
Auditors
One of the Auditors shall present their signed report which shall be appended to the balance
sheet and accounts as presented to the Annual General Meeting. The report shall state
whether the assets of the Association have been verified and whether the terms of all trusts
have been observed.
(c)
Other
Any other Officer or a Member of the General Committee or a Member appointed under
Rule 3 (e) may give a report if the General Committee so requests.
6.
APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS
(a)
President
The President shall be appointed by the General Committee in the year preceding his or her
period of service. All appointments are confirmed and take effect from the date of the
Annual General Meeting.
(b)
Officers
The Officers defined in clause 3 (a) shall be appointed by the General Committee to serve
until resignation or removal, such appointment to be confirmed by the next Annual General
Meeting.
(c)
Ex officio Members
The above shall be appointed by the General Committee to serve until resignation or
removal, such appointment to be confirmed by the next Annual General Meeting.
(i)
President.
(ii)
School Correspondents: two members of staff nominated by the Head of the
School.
(iii)
An Old Scholar member on the School Board of Governors, nominated by
the Board of Governors.
(d)
Trustees
Three Association Trustees, one of whom shall be the Treasurer for the time being, shall be
appointed by the General Committee and their appointments are to be reported to the next
Annual General Meeting. The General Committee shall review the appointments every five
years.
(e)
Auditors
Two Members of the Association shall be appointed as Auditors for the ensuing year at the
Annual General Meeting. No Auditor may serve on the General Committee and once every
five years a third member of the Association shall be appointed auditor to review the audit
process over the previous four years and the current year. All payments from the
Association’s bank and building society accounts shall be signed by the Treasurer and
counter‐signed by one of the other Officers.
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(f)
Nominations
Nominations for any office must be received by the Secretary before the commencement of
the Annual General Meeting in writing signed by a proposer and seconder and accompanied
by the consent of the nominee to serve if elected.
7.
ANNUAL REPORT AND ARCHIVES
(a)
Contents
An Annual Report shall be published and circulated to all Members within twelve months of
the preceding Annual General Meeting and shall include:‐
(i) The Minutes of General Meetings.
(ii) The balance sheet and accounts and Auditors’ report.
(iii) A list of Officers, Ex‐Officio Members and any Co‐opted Members.
(iv) Such other matters as the General Committee or the Editor may decide.
(b)
Definition and safe custody of official archives.
The Annual Report, all minute books, reports presented to General Meetings not elsewhere
recorded in full and a copy of all official communications to the Members shall be considered
to be official archives.
(c)
Duties of Archivist
The Archivist shall be responsible for the collection, preservation, safe custody, availability
and appropriate display of the official archives and other archival material such as reports,
records, photographs, illustrations and papers generally as might prove of interest to future
generations of the Association or the School.
8.
FINANCE
Financial Year
(a)
The Association Financial Year shall end on the last day of March.
(b)
Investment of current income
During the Association Financial Year revenue temporarily in hand may be invested or
deposited at interest in the name of the Association as the Treasurer may direct.
(c)
Property
Property given or bequeathed to the Association may be retained at the discretion of the
Association Trustees in its existing form.
(d)
Income from Property
Income from property held by the Association shall not be considered to be net and
disposable unless provision for dilapidation and disrepair, depreciation or amortisation shall
have been made in such amounts as the Treasurer – acting if necessary on the advice of an
Architect or Surveyor – considers proper. Adequate policies shall be maintained.
(e)
Payments
Cheques drawn on the Association’s bankers shall be signed by the Treasurer and one of the
other Officers.
9.
FUNDS
(a)
Separation of funds
All funds shall be kept separate or be separable and the investments thereof shall be
identifiable.
(b)
Definition of Capital Funds
The Capital Funds of the Association, which shall not be disposed of except under Rule 12,

45

shall consist of:‐
(i)
Subscriptions of Life Members who have died prior to 30 September 1956.
(ii)
Any Fund the terms of which forbid its disposal.
(c)
Investment of Capital Funds.
The Trustees are empowered to invest trust money in the purchase of or at interest in the
security of such stocks funds shares securities or other investments or property of whatever
nature and wherever situated as the Trustees in their absolute discretion think fit to the
intent that the Trustees shall have the same full and unrestricted powers of investing and
transposing investments as if they were beneficially entitled to the Trust Fund.
(d)
Life Membership Fund
The Life Membership Fund consisting of subscriptions of Life Members paid after 30
September 1956 shall be reviewed every five years when the General Committee shall direct
the Treasurer as to its future.
(e)
Gifts and Bequests – Application
The General Committee shall be responsible for the acceptance of and for ensuring that all
funds are applied in accordance with the known conditions of the gift or appropriate. Subject
to such conditions the General Committee may apply the capital or income thereof at its
absolute discretion.
(f)
Gifts and Bequests – Sub‐Committee
The application of fund income may where necessary be delegated by the General
Committee to a sub‐committee of not less than two managers who shall report annually to
the General Committee on the total amount disbursed and the number (but not the names) of
the beneficiaries only.
(g)
Gifts and Bequests – Report of particulars
Particulars of all gifts and bequests to the Association received during the preceding
financial year shall be reported by the Treasurer to the General Committee and to the next
Annual General Meeting.
10.
TRUSTEES
The Association Trustees shall arrange for the investments of the Association to be dealt with
and held on behalf of the Association by Friends Trusts Limited or such other Trustees as the
Association Trustees may recommend. This recommendation should be adopted by the
General Committee. In default of unanimity on any matter the Association Trustees shall
refer to the General Committee for a decision.
11.
CONSTITUTION AND RULES
(a)
Availability
A Copy of the Constitution and Rules of the Association shall be available on request to each
new Member and copies shall be available to any Members or intending Member on request.
(b)
Amendments
Any proposal to amend the Constitution and/or Rules of the Association shall be the
business of a General Meeting, with at least six weeks’ notice to Members.
12.
DISPOSAL OF ASSETS
Should the Association be dissolved all assets shall be disposed of and any liabilities
exceeding these settled as directed by a General Meeting.
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
as at 31st March 2007
£
Income
Members subscriptions
Investment income
Life fund
Accumulated

£

6,292

1,282
376

School on the Hill publication (net)

Expenditure
Annual Report
Outreach directory
Notices Annual General Meeting
Spring reunion

2007
£

6,640

1,327
214
1,658

1,541

-

43

7,950

8,224

4,410
2,369

5,200
-

300
250

253
250
550

Annual gatherings Annual General Meeting
Spring reunion

2006
£

-

503

(135)
(135)

(135)

366
-

550
1,500
(237)

7,695

7,381

Surplus for the year
Accumulated fund brought forward

255
11,708

843
10,865

Accumulated fund carried forward

11,963

11,708

Committee members expenses
Gift to School
Bank and credit card charges
Total expenditure
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st March 2007
£

2007
£

£

2006
£

Funds
Life Fund
Accumulated Fund

Represented by
Life Fund
Investment at costs
Cash at bank

Accumulated fund and five year appeal
Cash at bank
Investment at cost

Less: Annual Report creditor
Subscriptions in advance
AGM notices accrued
Outreach Directory accrued

Total net assets

10,393
11,963

10,393
11,708

22,356

22,101

5,297
5,096

5,297
5,096

10,393

10,393

15,400
6,595

11,763
6,595

21,995

18,358

(4,908)
(2,255)
(500)
(2,369)

(4,500)
(1,900)
(250)
-

11,963

11,708

22,356

22,101

Auditors' report
We have audited these financial statements in accordance with approved auditing
standards. We agree that the statement of recommended practice for charities does
not apply to these financial statements. In our opinion the balance sheet and income
and expenditure account shows a true and fair view of the affairs of the Association at
31 March 2007, and of the results for the year ended on that date. We have verified the
assets of the Association. We have not been able to confirm that the terms of all the
trust funds have been observed.
Charles Mills Graeme Johnston

49

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS
as at 31st March 2007
Cost
£

Market Value
2007
2006
£
£

Accumulated Fund
Newton Income Fund (1,400.23 units)
Legal & General Group plc 608 Ord 2.5p
Neptune Multi Manager Income (3,872 units)

Life Fund
Barclays Bank plc 2,648 Ordinary shares
Legal & General Group plc 9,000 Ord 2.5p (5 for 2)
Newton Income Fund (2,347.53 units)

3,301
294
3,000

8,376
984
6,342

7,930
855
6,225

6,595

15,702

15,010

69
228
5,000

19,410
14,571
14,043

18,562
12,667
13,295

5,297

48,024

44,524

Notes on the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2007:
1.

The accumulated fund includes a legacy from Dorothea Waring
given in 1951 of £1,431 for the general purposes of the Association.
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

The front of the School and the view northwards in 1880

For a period of nearly sixty years, the School Tramp was an important
annual event in the School calendar. Roger Buss, who died last year,
wrote a short piece on the history of the Tramp based on material that he
had found in the Archive. In his memory, this is now published below.

M

familiar with the nature of the
activity, a School Tramp took the
form of a walking tour, away from
the school, lasting for a few days at
the beginning of the summer
holidays. There are some years,
including war periods, when there

any Old Scholars
will recall that for
part of the
twentieth century
the School Tramp was an
important annual event in the
School calendar. For readers not
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the first time) accompanied by five
of the teachers enjoyed a delightful
week near Keswick at the
commencement of the summer
holiday; they were joined by some
Old Scholars. ʺTours were made
in the district with a view to
botanical, geological and
archaeological research. The party
had been prepared by means of a
short address or papers on various
subjects of interest, and the tour
was felt to be of considerable
educational value”.
Other annual School reports,
where reference to a Tramp is
made, do not contain so much
detail. Issues of The Avenue, which
was founded in 1910, often contain
specific articles on Tramps; brief
reports sometimes appear in Old
Scholarsʹ Annual Reports.
An article giving day‐by‐day
details of the Tramp in East Anglia
in 1914 makes reference to the
Trampers’ Song Book, which will
be warmly remembered by many
who were not Trampers. The
authors thank Mr and Mrs
Rowntree and the then Old
Scholarsʹ President and his wife
who accompanied the excursion.
Gertrude Rowntree in her
Presidential Address to the
Association in 1932 on the subject
of Fellowship gave the flavour of
the early Tramps.
She stated ʺSome of us will recall
a never to be forgotten walk over
the Long Mynd on the 1926 Tramp
‐ the stiff pull up from Plowden,
lunch and somersaults amongst
the bilberries. The scramble down

was no Tramp, but so far records
of 34 Tramps have been
discovered in the Archive.
The Tramp was apparently the
concept of C Brightwen Rowntree,
commencing when he was a
master of the school and
continuing when he became
Headmaster until his retirement in
1933. Indeed he led twenty‐one
Tramps. It was his son, Henry
Rowntree (not a member of the
school staff), who with Bernard
Jacob led the last group of
recorded Tramps in 1956 to 1960.
Other members of the school staff
who participated included Stanley
King Beer who led the
ʺexpeditionsʺ from 1934 until his
untimely death in Devon in 1939,
George Morris, Margaret Yapp,
Florence Priestman, Stanley
Pumphrey, Eric Lenz and Brian
Stanger.
The School Tramps had a strong
educational purpose and should
be viewed in the context of the
period when hiking was a popular
recreational pastime. Recent
School leavers, those who were
newer Old Scholars, often took
part in Tramps.The first report of a
Tramp is contained in the Annual
Report of the School for 1907 to the
London and Middlesex Quarterly
Meeting. This states that during
the summer C B Rowntree took
several boys of the 1st class on a
geological excursion around the
coast of Kent. The report for 1910
states that following the practice of
some former years, some fifteen
scholars (including some girls for
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There are photographs, many
rather small, of well‐known places
of interest; they were taken before
the advent of mass tourism, and
include few motor cars. There are
eighteen albums and other
photographs covering the period
1910 to 1932, during which period
there were seventeen Tramps. The
most visited areas amongst the
dozen or so destinations were the
Lake District, Dartmoor and the
Peak District.
Amongst the memorabilia
collected by the Trampers were
specially printed train tickets for
the Friendsʹ School party. It is
instructive to see how readily the
Trampers travelled across the
country by rail.
With the various sources of
information in the school and Old
Scholar Archive it is possible to
obtain an impression of the
Tramps in most years. In a few
cases there is a detailed report.
However, for some years there is
little documentation and some
contradictions.
If readers of this article have
documents or other information on
Tramps or on School life generally,
it could be of great benefit to the
Archive. Copies of material would
also be much appreciated if the
owners wish to retain the original
documents.
Roger Buss

Light Spout with its wonderful
streams and rockpools bright with
patches of mimulus. On, down
Cardingmill Valley and then the
climb up to Caer Caradoc. What a
walk!ʺ.
While the Tramps were mainly
walking tours, those held
immediately after the Second
World War (both of which went to
the Lake District, where the
accommodation was at the Young
Friendsʹ hostel at Cockermouth)
included cycling.
My current special interest in the
story of School Tramps
commenced when new material
was kindly presented to the
Archive. This amplified a series of
albums containing photographs
taken during Tramps held in the
1920s.
Some of these contain fascinating
illustrated small booklets giving
the itineraries. Unfortunately, the
photographs do not always list the
participants. Nevertheless these
are interesting, if only to observe
the ʺdress codeʺ. In the early
years, before the general
availability of casual wear/ leisure
clothes, the walks were
undertaken in school uniform;
boys in short flannel trousers and
jackets and girls in tunics, with the
occasional Old Scholar in the
Associationʹs striped blazer.
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THE LAST TRAMP OF ALL
The preceding piece by Roger Buss indicated the importance of the
School Tramp. The Tramp that took place in 1960 is significant because
much of it was organised by the late Iorwerth John (see elsewhere
in the Magazine), and because it was The Last Tramp of All.

T

he Editor, who took part
in the Last Tramp of All,
has shortened the hitherto
unpublished report to a
fraction of its original length. The
photographic record was restricted
by the poor weather.
The Tramp caught the 11.45 am
express from Paddington on
Friday 22nd July and passed
through Reading, Swindon and the
Severn Tunnel before arriving at
Cardiff. From there the Trampers
were taken by bus to the Welsh
Folk Museum at St Fagan’s. This
included a woollen factory and a
great deal of machinery used in
the past in the Welsh wool
industry. It emerged that while
one pound of Welsh wool could
only be carded to two miles, a
similar amount from Australian
Merino sheep could be carded up
to eight miles.
After the visit, a coach then took
the Trampers to the Malthouse (a
simple hostel providing good food
and an ever‐warm welcome) at
Wick. This was on the South
Wales coast near to Llantwit
Major, the site of the first Christian
shrine in Britain. A short walk
after supper led down to the sea,
with Atlantic breakers crashing
against the fascinatingly stratified

Trampers outside the Malthouse

limestone cliffs.
On Saturday the Trampers went
by coach to Glyncorrwg and
started walking in a worsening
drizzle, tramping north and
upward for two miles before
skirting Resolven Mountain,
descending to Blaengwrach on the
River Neath, and from there to the
Scwd‐yr‐Eira falls. After lunch
they went northward to the Clyn‐
gwyn falls, where the main course
of the river passed through a
limestone region into the
underground course at Porth‐yr‐
Ogof. Using torches, Trampers
inspected both ends of this half‐
mile course before going on to
Ystradfellte, where the coach was
waiting. They arrived back at
about seven, and were more than
grateful for the ensuing hot meal.
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Trampers in the dunes near Kenfig Pool

Porthcawl Golf Course parallel to
the sea for another two miles.
Having covered six miles the
Trampers enjoyed a very welcome
lunch in the sand dunes outside
Newton before continuing to
Ogmore Castle. From here a track
led the Trampers into St Brides
Major. One group then returned
to the Malthouse and had an
enjoyable swim at the end of Cwm
Nash, while the rest turned off for
Southerndown Bay and had an
excellent swim there.
On Tuesday Marian Ashton
celebrated her sixteenth birthday,
and Trampers gave her a
photograph album, which they
had signed. The coach then took
them to their first destination,
Llynfi electricity power station,
where the Trampers were shown
into the Conference Room. The
processes involved in power
generation were explained in

On Sunday they left the
Malthouse and attended Meeting
for Worship at Pentre Rhondda.
Trampers were warmly welcomed
by Rhondda Friends and after
Meeting travelled to the Maes‐yr‐
Haf Educational Settlement. The
warden gave them a short talk on
the need for the Settlement during
the depression in the nineteen
thirties and the need for it in the
present day. On their return, a few
brave souls walked down to the
sea with Mr Jacob for a swim.
At nine oʹclock on a rather bleak
and raw Monday morning, the
Trampers filed into the coach
again to be taken to Kenfig, where
they made their way through
marshes and dunes, around Kenfig
Pool (an area noted for its wild
flowers) to the beach. A further
mile and a half to Sker Point, and
the Tramp came inland again,
walking along the edge of
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detail, and Trampers were given a
snack in the Llynfi canteen (where
some Trampers made creative use
of the pegboard menu) before
returning to the coach.
After lunch at Neath they made
their way to Llandarcy and the
British Petroleum refinery, where
all fire‐making implements and
cameras were instantly
confiscated. The coach then took
them to the dock where they saw
several tankers and a network of
pipelines. After this they went to
the training centre and the
laboratories; after a good tea
provided by BP, the Trampers
went back to the Malthouse via
Neath, Port Talbot and Bridgend.
On Wednesday at nine oʹclock
the Tramp left the Malthouse by
coach in dismal and drizzly
weather and went through a
number of small villages. Iorwerth
John pointed out the township of
Pencoed where, in a secondary
modern school, he had been given
his first teaching post. The coach
passed through Tonyrefail into the
Middle Rhondda valley, through
Gwynn, Pontygwaith, Tylorstown
and Ferndale. As the coach
climbed ever upward the
Trampers were able to see row
upon row of ugly mining houses
stretching round the river;
crowning the hill were two slag
heaps pointing their steaming
cones above the squalor of the
valley. At a small place called
Llanwonno they left the road and
went into the graveyard of a small
church, where they encountered

Happy Trampers (and BBJ’s dog)

an interesting tombstone, which
told the story of an athletic young
man, Griffith Morgan. He had
died in 1737 at 37 years of age, and
had been accredited with having
run twelve miles in ʺseven minutes
under the hourʺ.
In Abercynon the coach and
lunch were awaiting. Fully
refuelled, the Trampers were
dropped at the foot of a steep fern‐
clad hill. They continued past
some slag heaps and down a steep
path leading to Caerphilly, but
before they arrived at the town,
some of the boys (Mark, Peter,
Roderic, David and John Elsden)
decided to take a ʺshort cutʺ into
Caerphilly. This turned out in fact
to be two miles longer…
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Trampers tried to buy some
Caerphilly cheese in the town, and
were astonished to hear that it was
only made and sold in the
mountainside farmhouses. By the
time they got into the coach at half
past four they were all very wet
when, and they completely
steamed up the windows. On
their return to the Malthouse,
Trampers were glad at last to get
into dry clothes.
On Thursday the coach took the
Trampers to the Storey Arms, a
Youth Hostel on the Merthyr
Tydfil‐Brecon road at a height of
1440 ft. Meeting up with the Army
they tried their 75 lb backpacks
and were given packets of Army
biscuits before setting off to climb
the Brecon Beacons. Rather
depressingly, the day’s weather
turned out to be showers
separated by heavy rain.
After a long climb they reached
Pen‐y‐Fan, the highest peak of the
Beacons at 2906 ft. By this time
every Tramper was wet through.
From Pen‐y‐Fan they descended to
Torpantau station, where the
coach eventually arrived to take
them back to Wick. After dinner
Iorwerth John took a small group
on a conducted tour of Cardiff,
especially Tiger Bay, home to
people of many different
nationalities. He had worked in a
Pacifist Service Unit there during
the war, and knew many of the
inhabitants.
On Friday, Trampers said good‐
bye to the Malthouse and their
hosts, who had made their stay so

Back again at Paddington

pleasurable by looking after their
needs, cheerfully drying out
enormous quantities of wet
clothing, and providing them with
many entertaining stories. At
Llandaff they visited the Cathedral
and the Castle, before going on to
Cardiff and the train back to
Paddington. The Last Tramp of
All was over.
Thanks to its leaders and their
careful planning, the Tramp had
provided an excellent introduction
to the topography and economic
geography of one of Britain’s
geographical regions.
The Tramp was led by Bernard B
Jacob, Sally G Jacob, Iorwerth John
and Henry B. Rowntree, and the
Trampers were Marian Ashton;
John Barnard; Mark Bertram;
Susan Clarke; Roderic Dutton;
John Elsden; Peter Fraenkel;
Richard Gilpin; Peter Hart; Ann
Hirst; Lesley Jacob; John Masham;
Ann Rose; Ursula Rowntree;
Adrian Smith (Year Group 1961);
Roger West; Katharine Whitlow;
and David Wicks.
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The Owl, scraperboard by Lotte Little (Walde),
reprinted from The Avenue, December 1955
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IS AN ARTIST BORN OR MADE?
Having arrived at FSSW in 1953, Lotte Little (Walde) found herself drawn
into a world in which visual images would be her chosen medium for
communication. She writes below on what art means to her
and how it has influenced her whole life.

I

Relationships need to be sustained;
it may be that these are family, or
friends, colleagues, children, or
spouses. They all add grit to the
oyster. There is the maintenance
factor; this may be to do with art,
or it may be completely different.
There were periods when I
wished to disconnect work and art,
and the variety of jobs I had was,
well, life‐enhancing. Some artists
re lucky enough to earn their
living through their own oeuvre,
but they are very few, and even
they have lean periods when their
art is out of fashion…….ah, yes,
fashion, now that is an important
consideration. But not in this
piece. And from one piece to
another, one needs to make peace
with one’s own history.
Everything that one is,
physiognomy, temperament,
experience, desires, talents and
even lacks, will figure in what one
makes.
Looking back on my creative
path, I see that certain subjects
remain strong. One is nature, not
animals, but trees and seasonal
changes, and our relationship to
them. My childhood was spent in
splendid and undisturbed
isolation in both rural Essex and
Norfolk. I was free to roam where

s an artist born or made?
Whichever answer you give
to this question, the born
artist needs nurturing, and
the putative artist needs inspiring
and knowledgeable teaching.
Both of these were available to
me at Friends School. I must have
been a funny child, dreaming my
way through lessons I found
difficult, but intensely absorbed
when let loose in arts subjects.
This sense that my vocation was
already in place was gently
handled; I was privileged to be
given the keys to what I felt was
my kingdom – the Art Room – and
trusted to create alone at free
times.
Freedom is a basic need for an
artist: if he or she cannot follow
their own creative ideas, with as
little interference as possible, they
will not find their own voice.
Being a student of the free Sixties,
however, I also feel that
knowledge of subject history and
an understanding of traditions are
strengthening too. Iconoclasm
may follow ideas, if that’s where
they lead. Upheaval patently is
part of the human condition.
There are several strands to a life,
so it is not always possible to see
where one is going at first.
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Chestnut

print, this of course is in the
Romantic tradition, and in some of
the material I shall use, I join in the
love affair between British artists
and watercolour.
I always enjoyed writing; so
language is also an important
strand – how and why are sounds,
concepts, linked and transmuted
into marks; that is, writing? As a
visual artist one is inevitably
dealing with visual comment, so in
the end product, mark‐making will
probably take precedence over
other forms in one’s work. But to
communicate without writing or
speaking in a culture like ours,
which is so language‐based, is
difficult.
An audience without a
knowledge of the history of visual

my curiosity took me; my horizon
in both places was bounded by
enormous trees (I was small at the
time).
Recently there has been a
discussion in Amsterdam centring
on the chestnut tree outside Anne
Frank’s house, the seasonal
glimpse of which gave her such
hope; it is now unstable and the
argument is for or against keeping
it as a symbolic part of her story. I
am lucky enough not to have had
to suffer for it, but I empathise
with her feelings for this tree, and
at present I am working on two
books specifically related to the
importance trees have played in
physical and imaginative
development. Although these
books will be in some form of
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Lyre

references can easily misinterpret
visual symbols; may take them at
face value, and not see beyond this
to the intended meaning of an art
work. Skilfully rendering a juicy
pomegranate has very different
connotations in a thirteenth
century illustrated Bible, a luscious
seventeenth century Dutch still life
and an amateur still life lovingly
painted at home. Without
explanation, the rich iconography
of the simple pomegranate can
remain hidden.
Language was important in my
role as a mother, too. What sort of
form to use to give shape to all the
feelings this new life can evoke,
when photographs and cinefilm
could so adequately take care of
the visuals? On the whole, given

time and necessity, I found that the
line of least resistance was best,
and was really only able to run a
fine art life after the family was
older.
This was one of the periods in
my life when art and work became
more disconnected; although the
need to create was fulfilled in a
practical way by starting a small
designer knitwear business to earn
while staying at home. This was
rather more successful than I
expected, and I had to make a
conscious effort when the family
officially left home to find a return
path to painting and sculpture.
I was fortunate that KIAD
Canterbury, the local Art College,
was running a part time degree
course, which I joined in the late
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Lotte displaying her work at the Small Publishers Fair, October 2007

needing freedom, as I have said
earlier in the article, every so often
I break into larger‐scale
watercolours, sometimes
combined with collage (cutting
and sticking); as well as
printmaking, particularly screen
printing and lino‐cutting, and
letterpress (hand set type). All
these combine happily in different
ways.
This, for an eclectic person such
as I am, is an unending creative
journey.
Lotte Little (Walde)
1960 Year Group

80s, to fill in the gaps in my art
progress. This was followed in
1999 by a joyous MA year at
Camberwell College in London,
exploring the possibilities of
making books, which I had started
while being Artist in Residence in
the Printmaking Department at
Christchurch College, Canterbury
(now a university).
I now find that a lot of the work I
do finds a home in this curious
niche of Artists’ Books, small
editions of books in which the
artist is responsible for both the
content and the form. Although,

Please note that the images on pages 58, 60 and 61 are © Lotte Little

62

FIFTY YEARS ON
In July 1958 The Avenue was published for the first time on an annual
basis in order to reduce production costs; it had previously come out twice
a year. Some of the highlights are below, Fifty Years On.

W

A letter from Heiner Holl, a
German student who spent one
term in the sixth form, offers an
interesting perspective. He
describes the School’s
“extraordinarily large sports
grounds” and is surprised by
“how many buildings are
obviously indispensable for an
English boarding school”. What
impresses him even more is “the
complete tolerance of different
peoples with their different ideas
and thoughts” and “the apparently
spontaneous obedience and
discipline”.
There is a letter from Caroline
Duchène, who also spent a term at
the School, and this deserves to be
reprinted in full and unedited:

hat comes across
loud and clear is the
effect that the ‘flu
epidemic of Summer
1958 had on the School’s activities.
It coincided with (and disrupted)
the Summer examinations,
delayed the School Play and
affected the School’s sports
programme. In the words of Sally
MacClymont: “The San is full,
Croydon House is full, School is
full – full with flu‐ites – only a few
remain...The Assembly Hall is
filled with eight rows – only a
murmur is heard as the hymn
strikes up”.
There were indeed so few left to
minister unto so many that one of
her abiding memories is “the boy
prefects filling the first‐form girls’
teddy‐bear hot water bottles!”
It appears that during the earlier
part of the year the School
functioned normally.
Some of the girls in the fourth
form were “lured away from
cookery and needlework by the
attractions of jackplane and
circular saw”, spending much of
their leisure time learning
woodworking.
Anthony Newton was
congratulated on his appointment
as Librarian of the Oxford Union.

“I prefer very much the English
School what the French School,
because, in the English School the
pupils are many liberty, they work
not very much but better, they
play many games, the school with
a big garden, in my school in
French the garden is enough big
for the French schools, but very
small for the English schools.
The lessons are very more
interesting what the lessons in
French, but I find, the pupils are
not very many time for the dinner,
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gardeners’ trolleys, to face the
absolute bafflement of the staff.
Fortunately a good home was
found for it, although it remains
questionable whether the prefects
actually wanted to have their
space invaded by this bulky piece
of furniture.
This issue included an account
from Peter Southgate of his 700‐
mile cycle tour of the West
Midlands and Wales (which was
somewhat blighted by fifteen
punctures) and reports from many
societies and clubs, ranging from
the Girls’ Reading Club and the
Debating Society to the Young
Farmers’ Club. I recall joining the
latter, not because I was a young
farmer (which I certainly wasn’t)
but because the Club seemed to
organise some rather interesting
outings, one of which was the visit
to the Felsted Sugar Factory
referred to in that copy of The
Avenue.
Sports reports covered athletics,
swimming, hockey, netball, tennis,
football (an unusually poor season
for the First XI, who lost ten out of
fourteen matches) and cricket (a
rather better season).
The report on the Under XIV
cricket team mentions a certain
Graeme Johnston who as captain:
“has been the outstanding player
of this team...scoring strokes all
round the wicket...bowled his off‐
breaks with good success.”
Members of BATS please note.

de 1h to 2h in French the pupils
are 12h to 2h. I find also that the
pupils are not mocking and much
better nice that the pupils in
French school.”
Your Editor is not going to start
sneering or indeed mocking
(clearly not something that one
does at Saffron Walden); if he were
to write a letter in French, instead
of being merely quaint it would be
thoroughly incomprehensible.
The School Play was Pygmalion,
starring Karin Fernald, who went
on to pursue a successful career on
the stage, and who became well
known for her solo show as Fanny
Burney. Co‐starring in Pygmalion
was David Cadman, who avoided
a stage career by becoming an
urban land economist and
Professor.
The School Choir gave a recital in
Saffron Walden Parish Church,
and followed this with
performances at Thaxted,
Finchingfield and finally at
Friends’ House in London.
There is a reference in The
Avenue to the prefects acquiring
an organ. An unusual acquisition
you might think, and you would
be right. The Editor recalls
attending an auction in the town
and making what he thought was
a humorous (and very low) bid for
this item, which was in fact a
harmonium. To his great
discomfiture no one else wished to
bid for it, and he and some friends
had to pull it up the hill on one the

Richard Gilpin
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AUTOGRAPH BOOKS
In response to a plea from the Editor for contributions, Julia Dent (Dyer)
who was at Saffron Walden from 1930 to 1944, sent in some pages from
her old autograph book. These are reproduced below, but first of all,
what do we know about such books?

W

A signature and an autograph
are therefore rather like ham and
eggs. Where the eggs are
concerned, the hen is merely
involved, but where the ham is
concerned, the pig is committed. A
signature suggests the involvement
of an individual, but an autograph
implies personal commitment.
Having discarded the
domesticated animals and having
returned to the human race, it has
to be noted that autograph books
are a less than recent phenomenon.
Far from it: they have been around
for over four hundred years, and
can be found as part of the culture
of many different countries.
One European collection of
autograph books includes items
dating from 1580 to 1828 from
Sweden and Germany, with
contributions that were made in
many places throughout Europe,
including entries from Queen
Christina and King Charles XI of
Sweden, James VI of Scotland and
Christian IV of Denmark.
The Württemberg State Library
holds a combination of complete
autograph books and fragments
dating to the Renaissance period.
The Guildhall in London holds
an autograph book containing the
original handwritten signature of

hat do you find
inside an autograph
book? Does it
usually seem to be
filled up with peoples’ signatures?
What is the difference between an
autograph and a signature?
Dictionary definitions suggest
that the word signature can mean
a name, a mark, or a sign
representing a name, and that this
is indicative of a person’s identity.
The word comes from Late Latin,
and originally referred to the
marking of sheep (and how many
sheep do you find signing their
names?). A signature need not be
written, and could be provided by
someone other than the named
person.
One example is the signature
tune, which identifies a musician,
but may well have been composed
by someone else altogether.
Another is the chef who has a
signature dish, but who might find
a problem squeezing a plate of
mashed potato onto the pages of
an autograph book.
An autograph is indeed a form of
signature, but the essence of it is
that it is in handwritten form, as
suggested by its roots in the Greek
word autographon: it is one’s own
writing.
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silhouettes and even hanks of hair.
More recently, there seems to have
been an increase in verse,
sentiment, innuendo, and “in
jokes” shared with the owner of
the book.
By contrast, the scribbled brevity
of entries in books collecting the
autographs of celebrities, such as
film stars and sports personalities,
tends to reflect the hurried way in
which such material is provided.
The pages sent in by Julia Dent
(Dyer) date to the middle of the
20th century, and go beyond such
brevity without indulging in what
might be seen as the excesses of
the Victorians.

every Lord Mayor from 1659 to the
present day, including
representations of their Coats of
Arms.
It is at this point that it is worth
noting that there are many other
ways in which an entry in an
autograph book may be enhanced,
perhaps in order for an individual
to add detail and complexity to the
presentation of his or her identity.
As might be expected, the
Victorians in particular could not
be content with a mere signature,
but would embellish their entries
with sentimental phrases, poems,
calling cards, needlepoint,
sketches, water colours, inks,
tooled leather, scissor‐cut
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The page from Bernice, who was
a Prefect, shows the influence of
advertising even in those days.
Perhaps the nature of School food
led Bernice into fantasies involving
Bisto.
Anna Sargant, sister of Naomi
(whose obituary appeared in last
year’s Magazine), drew a sketch of
her toy Koala, “Wonk”.
In those days, when pupils left
home in order to go back to
School, trunks were packed with
food as well as clothing.
It appears that on one occasion
Wonk was packed into Anna’s
trunk rather too close to a tin of
treacle, and by the time that the

trunk had been unpacked, the tin
had leaked, and poor Wonk had
become very sticky.
Apparently it took a long time
before he was nearly as good as
new.
Susan Fry and Mary Ball (whose
sketch of the back of the School
suggests that little has changed
since then) were also friends of
Julia who, as one might expect, has
many more pages in her autograph
book...
Richard Gilpin
with thanks to Julia Dent
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OPEN MORNING AT THE SCHOOL
On Saturday 13th October 2007 the School held an Open Morning, which
was really aimed at prospective parents. They were joined however by the
Magazine’s Editor, who was keen to see the School as it is today
and find out how it has changed through the years.

A

lthough Old Scholars’
reunions had
occasionally drawn me
back to Saffron Walden,
I had usually split my time
between cricket and the Eight
Bells, and had never gone too
deeply into the workings of the
School. A proper visit was clearly
overdue, and I arranged to come
back for the October Open
Morning.
Having arrived and parked the
car, my first move was to make
myself known to Reception and,
wearing a very smart Editor badge
(thank you Martin Hugall), I
reported to the Assembly Hall.
This was much as I remembered it,
but the walls had been rejuvenated
through the years by the
application of many coats of paint.
Tours of the School were being
offered to parents, and when I
asked to go round the Junior
School campus (which in my day
did not exist), I was given two
young students as my tour reps.
They were Yasmin and Harry,
and their pride in the Junior
School was clear to see as they
took me from room to room,
building to building. The two of
them were positively buzzing with
eagerness (and also a fair measure

The Editor’s tour reps, Yasmin and Harry

of competitiveness).
Every classroom, starting with
the Nursery, and continuing
through the Infants department to
the Junior department, was well‐
equipped and visually
stimulating, each with an
enthusiastic member of staff on
hand to answer questions and
discuss issues such as progression
to the Senior School.
Yasmin was particularly keen to
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(did we really race around there in
BBJ’s end of term “monkey house”
chases?).
From here we went to the Science
blocks, and I am able to report that
the repairs carried out on the
chemistry lab following the fire
fifty years ago seem to have lasted
well...
A large screen display of weather
satellite imaging from the internet
in real time was the centrepiece of
the Geography room, where
another computer was showing
ways in which digitised Ordnance
Survey maps can be manipulated
on screen in order to enhance
learning opportunities relating to
topography and land use.
As the School has widened its net
in recent years, it has had to
respond to English language
difficulties experienced by a small
number of students from other
countries. It has established a
flourishing ESOL department
(English for Speakers of Other
Languages), where students from
many different language
backgrounds and diverse cultures
are not only able to use English as
their common tongue, but do so
with great enthusiasm.
The School has also widened its
net rather closer to home, and now
provides transport to bring in over
ninety students living in from
surrounding towns and villages.
Areas covered by the School’s fleet
of minibuses include Cambridge,
Bishops Stortford, the Dunmows,
Royston, and Audley End Station.
Meanwhile, the Games Hall and

show me the Junior Library (which
was hardly surprising, given that
she was wearing a badge
identifying her as the Librarian),
and proudly took me through the
computerised process for
monitoring the movement of
books out and in.
In one classroom, slides of a
Junior School expedition to
Snowdonia had been made up into
a display, and it was clear from
their excitement how much
enjoyment Yasmin and Harry had
received from the trip, and how
much they had learned from it.
They also showed me rooms that
are currently shared with the
Senior School, including Cookery
(whoops! Food Technology),
Music, and Design and
Technology, before returning me
to the Assembly Hall in time to
hear Graham Wigley address the
parents.
His speech showed vision and a
commitment to the Quaker ethos
that still guides the School. His
invitation to some current pupils
to come up onto the stage and give
short speeches on their experiences
at the School showed an
inclusiveness and transparency
that I found wholly commendable.
When Graham had finished I
was handed to a pair of rather
older students, Ellen and Rebecca,
and they took me round the Senior
School.
My tour included a Drama class
taking place up in the old gym,
which had been converted into a
space suitable for theatre work
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encouraged that so many years on,
the School is flourishing and is in
safe hands.
Some might say: “oh, but it was
much better in my day”.
What I would say is: “if only I
could be at the School as it is
today”.
The School is understandably
proud of what it is doing, and I
strongly recommend other Old
Scholars to make contact and see
for themselves the quality of
education that is being given to
today’s students.

playing fields were constantly in
use, testimony to the fact that
although the School has made
great progress academically, it
continues to recognise the
importance of physical activities to
the well‐being of its students.
Throughout the morning I was
constantly aware of the School’s
vibrant atmosphere and of the
enthusiastic commitment of its
students and staff.
I was also impressed by the
confidence and vision of the Heads
of the Senior School and Junior
School, Graham Wigley and
Andrew Holmes respectively, and

Richard Gilpin

REPORT ON THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
Graham Wigley’s update report on the School
is included in the Minutes of the AGM.
Below is an edited version of the report on the
Junior School, given by Andrew Holmes to
parents and Old Scholars
at Friends and Families Day 2007.

A

ndrew Holmes took as
his theme a quotation
from Robert Lawrence
Smith, an American

both teach and inspire. It is a
school that is intent on turning out
good people who will help make a
better world”.
The Head proposed that many
schools would aspire to these high
ideals but felt that it was important
to examine how well Friends’
Junior School stood up these

Quaker:
“A good school is one that is
constantly engaged in self‐
examination, in improving itself,
in becoming wiser in its ability to
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testing criteria. He decided to do
this by looking backwards over the
past year, describing some of the
excellent work carried out in the
Junior School, reflecting on
progress, and taking a peek into
the future.
The curriculum at Friends’ Junior
School had been under constant
review, the aims of the school had
been revisited, and a critical look
had been taken at the things they
thought they did well and those
areas where they could improve.
In response to the newly revised
National Primary Strategy for
Literacy and Numeracy, the
curriculum focus in the latter half
of the year had been Mathematics,
with a large proportion of Junior
School teaching staff attending
courses in this subject area.
Following on from the inaugural
Quaker Junior Choirs event last
year, the Orchestra had been taken
on tour to visit and play a series of
concerts at the two Quaker Junior
Schools in York (Bootham and
Tregellis) in early June.
Another area that continued to
thrive was sport. The A and B
football teams at Under 9 and
Under 11 level had continued to
perform well and had enjoyed a
very successful time, only losing
one match all season. The Gosfield
Cross country cup had been
retained for the second year
running and the Junior School
Cricket team, captained by James
Taylor, had finished off the 2006
season by winning the Saffron
Walden Primary schools

competition for the second year
running.
The Junior School’s work in
raising awareness and not
inconsiderable sums of money for
charities had also been impressive,
with significant funds going to a
range of good causes, including on
breast cancer, deprived children,
East Anglian Children’s Hospices,
Book Aid International and Red
Nose Day. The Swimathon had
involved all the pupils in the
Junior School swimming well over
68 km (which is the same as
crossing the English Channel to
France, and more importantly
getting back), raising £3,000, which
went largely to the Alex Ruffell
fund to support a school in
Zimbabwe and to the NSPCC.
The Head advised that the Junior
School was looking to create a
sustainable education, one that
had an impact on children now
and in the future, which enriched
their lives, and where creativity
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Rachael Cooke had joined as
School Secretary and was coping
well with all the information and
tasks that had come her way, and
Tiffany Johnson would be leading
the Nursery from September 2007.
The Head was looking to extend
modern language provision into
Key Stage 1 and the Early Years
and was in the process of
upgrading the ICT suite and
embedding this technology further
within the school. September
should see a shiny brave new
wireless Apple world open up for
the Junior School.
He was looking forward to the
impending Inspection, because of
the Junior School’s broad and
balanced curriculum, and its calm
and purposeful atmosphere.
Children were encouraged,
supported and helped to work to
the best of their ability, they
learned to care for the people
around them, and they cared for
the environment.
They were encouraged to treat
others as they would like to be
treated, they learned how to learn,
and enjoyed being at school.
Finally, the Head revisited his
initial quotation in the light of the
evidence he had presented, and
concluded that, yes, the Junior
School was constantly engaged in
self‐examination, in improving
itself, and in becoming wiser in its
ability to both teach and inspire.
It was indeed a school that was
intent on turning out good people
who would help to make a better
world.

and individualism were fostered
within a framework of concern,
compassion and understanding of
the world around them.
Imagination, generosity,
cooperation, perseverance, and
humour were valued and he
hoped that these life skills would
stay with children as they grew,
matured and became adults.
Teachers were at the heart of this
process. While taking on new
methodologies, techniques and
technologies, they would always
need to display the older but no
less valuable virtues of skill, care,
patience, understanding and love.
He had to report with great
regret the departure of three long‐
serving members of staff: Christine
Noakes, June Linscott and Ellie
Parry. All three had committed
themselves wholeheartedly to
Friends’ School over a number of
years, all three have sent their
children to the School, all had been
professional and loyal, and had
become part of the fabric of the
School.
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THE SCHOOL’S GOVERNING BODY JANUARY 2008
Martin Holmes (2005‐08)
Lorraine Lee (2005‐08)
Shaun O’Callaghan (2005‐08)
Martin Dickinson (2005‐08)

An Old Scholar of FSSW, a farmer, and Treasurer of the Board.
A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW, and former FSSW parent.
A Financial Director and FSSW parent.
A Quaker and recently retired Head of Ackworth School.

Sue Fellows (2006‐09)

A Quaker, an Old Scholar of FSSW and a Librarian.

Sue Collins (2006‐09)

A Quaker, and a retired teacher.

Anne Brereton (2007‐10)

A Quaker, currently Vice President of the Herts Dyslexia
Association.

Jane Dawson (2007‐10)

A Quaker, has worked in the voluntary sector; latterly based in the
Recording Clerk’s Office.

Jenny Marks (2007‐10)

Former Secretary to the Governors of FSSW, has worked as clerk to
Governors in a number of LEA schools.

Tony Watson (2007‐10)

An Old Scholar of FSSW, Clerk to the Board, parent of a former
FSSW pupil, and a retired Solicitor.

Sheila Brignall (2007‐10)

A Quaker, Deputy Clerk to the Board, Co‐Clerk of Saffron Walden
Meeting, and a Director of Cambridge Water Company.

Katie Frost (2007‐10)

A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW and current parent, working as a
Consultant to the recruitment industry.

Alison Whitfield (2007‐10)

An Old Scholar of FSSW who is a current FSSW parent and PTA
Member.

Mario May (2007‐10)
Tim Holding (2008‐11)

A Quaker, a teacher at St Christopher’s School, and Warden of
Letchworth Meeting House.
A Quaker and a retired teacher.

Barry Wilsher (2008‐11)

A Quaker (Monthly Meeting Clerk), a retired actor, and parent of
three former FSSW pupils.

Douglas Kent (2008‐11)

An Old Scholar (1979‐86), and architect working for a charity
protecting and renovating old buildings.

Chris Hayward (2008‐11)

Parent of two pupils in the Junior School. A Chartered Accountant
working in London.
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STAFF LIST JANUARY 2008
Head
Bursar
Senior Teacher

Graham Wigley, BA (Nottingham), MA (Open Univ), NPQH , PGCE
Jane Corwin, BA (Aberystwyth), ACIB
Martin Hugall, BSc (Bristol), PGCE

Assistant Head (Curriculum)

William Mullen, PhD, BSc (London), CChem, MRSC

Assistant Head (Pastoral and
Marketing)
Head of Sixth Form

Sarah Westerhuis, BEd (Brighton Polytechnic), MEd (Cantab)
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster), PGCE

Year Heads: Years 10 ‐ 11
Year 9
Years 7 – 8
Art

Artist in Residence

Guy Martin, BSc (North London), PGCE
Richard Moss, BTEC (Norfolk College of Arts and Technology), PGCE
Alison Ainsworth, BA (Leeds), PGCE
Serena O’Connor, BA (London), PGCE
Phillip Richardson, Dip AD (Chelsea), ATC (Sussex), PGCE
Matthew Miller, BA (Buckinghamshire), BTEC, PGCE +
Maria Derrick, BA (Loughborough)

Business Studies

Carolyn White, MEd (Chelmsford), BEd (Newcastle‐upon‐Tyne)

Critical Thinking

Brigid Vousden, BA (Univ of Wales, Lampeter), MPhil, PGCE +

Drama
Drama Assistant
DT ‐ Product Design
DT ‐ Food
English

ESOL

Film Studies
Geography
History
ICT
Library

Richard Smith, BA (Trinity College, Carmarthen), PGCE
Katie Stephens, BA/Sc (Derby) +
John Cowell, BEd (Exeter), CertEd (Chelsea and Plymouth)
Jessica Armitage, BA (Central St Martin’s College of Art), PGCE
Catherine Whyte, BEd (Bath College of Higher Education) +
Rosamund Burlinson, BA (Open Univ), CertEd (Worcester College) +
Gillian Kinnear, BA (Loughborough), PGCE
Graham Wigley, BA (Nottingham), MA (Open Univ), NPQH , PGCE
Sue Lock, CertEd (St Osyth’s College) +
Joanna Matthews, BEd (South Glamorgan) +
Michelle Gillmore, BA (Portsmouth), PGCE
Sarah Joseph, BA (Hull), PGCE
Jane Henfrey, BA (Hatfield Polytechnic), PGCE +
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster), PGCE
Alison Ainsworth, BA (Leeds), PGCE
Guy Martin, BSc (North London), PGCE
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster), PGCE
Charlotte O’Neill, BA (Anglia), PGCE
Carolyn White, MEd (Chelmsford), BEd (Newcastle‐upon‐Tyne)
Jessica Armitage, BA (Central St Martin’s College of Art), PGCE
Judith Brown, MA (Open Univ), BA (Middlesex)
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Mathematics

Modern Languages

Music

Colin McCrea, BEd (Worcester), MEd (Sheffield)
Richard Moss, BTEC (Norfolk College of Arts and Technology), PGCE
Geoffrey Curtis, BSc (Bristol), PGCE +
Heather Douglas, MSc (Edinburgh) +
Carolyn White, MEd (Chelmsford), BEd (Newcastle‐upon‐Tyne)
Gisèle Searle‐Barnes, Licence, MA (Lyon), PGCE
Peter Fasching, BA (London), PGCE
Jane Pearce, BA (Aberystwyth), PGCE +
Max Ford, BA (London), PGCE +
Gavin Greenaway, BA (Anglia Polytechnic Univ), PGCE
Martin Wilson, BMus (RNCM Manchester), ARCM, ALCM +
Mary Richardson, BA (Leeds), Dip ABRSM, PGCE +

Peripatetic Music Teachers

Jason Meyrick, FTCL, LRAM, LTCL, Professional Certificate +
Edward Dodge, MA (Cantab), GRSM (Manchester), ARMCM, PGCE +
Alison Townend, BA (Anglia Polytechnic Univ), LLCM, LGSM, LTCL +
Nicky Ogden, BA, (Lancaster), LRAM, PGCE +
Philippa Hopewell, BSc (Warwick), CT ABRSM +
Mark Townend GRSM, LRAM, Dip RAM +
Steven Hynes, BTEC National Diploma) +Louis Thorne, BSc (Leeds) +
Sarah Clark, BTEC National Diploma (Guildford) +
Angela Lesslie, BMus (Royal College of Music), PGCE +
Amy Klohr, BA (Yale University), LRAM +

Physical Education

Nicholas Batcheler, BEd (Otago NZ), DipTeaching (Dunedin College of
Ed NZ)
Jennifer Allwood, BEd (Bedford)
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)

Psychology
Religious Studies

Glyn Huskisson, BA (Open Univ) +
Helen Golden, BA (University of Kent), PGCE +

Science

Christine Sleight, BEd (Nottingham), CPhys, MInstP
Martin Hugall, BSc (Bristol), PGCE
Leonard Mead, BA (York), DPhil (York), PGCE
Julie Anderson, BEd (Herts College of Ed)
William Mullen, PhD, BSc (London), CChem, MRSC
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)

Speech and Drama

Susan McConnel, BDS (Otago NZ), ALAM, LRAM +

Gap Students
Careers
Study Centre

Kirah White (PE and Boarding)
Dimitri Karatamoglou (PE and Boarding)
Julie Anderson, BEd (Herts College of Ed)
Heather Carter, BA (Portsmouth), MA (Open Univ), PGCE
Vivien Spencer, DipSp LD (Hornsby), RGN
Nell Hibbert, CertEd, DipSpLD (Dyslexia Inst) DipAMBDA +
Heather Douglas, MSc (Edinburgh), Jane Bull, BSc TaCert III +,
Brigid Vousden, BA (Univ of Wales, Lampeter), MPhil, PGCE,
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Caryn Pepper, Teresa Shepherd, Matthew Pack,
Fiona Glickman +, Katherine Blackmore, BA (Chichester),
Kirsten Batcheler, BA (Otago NZ), Dip Teaching,
Joanna Wilkins +, Jacqueline Parnham +
Head of Junior School
Deputy Head
Head of Early Years & Infants

Junior Department

Learning Support
Teaching Assistants

Nursery Co‐ordinator
Nursery Assistants
Director of Music
Music Teacher
Peripatetic Music Teachers
PE/Swimming
Junior School Secretaries
House Staff

Assistant Bursar
Accountant
Marketing Manager
Clerical Staff

Andrew Holmes, BEd (Kent), CertEd (Bristol)
Sally Meyrick, BA (Warwick), PGCE
Sally Manser, CertEd (Saffron Walden College)
Robyn Doyle, BA, CertEd (Canterbury, NZ)
Claire Milner, BSc (Manchester), RN (Child)
Susan Westgarth, BEd (University of East Anglia, Norwich)
Kate Richardson, BSc (London ), PGCE
Jacqueline Branch, CertEd (Portsmouth College)
Jane Manley, B.A. (Lancaster), PGCE
Deborah Ballingall, BEd (College of St Mark and St John, Plymouth)
Sue Powell
Jessica Armitage, BA (Central St Martin’s College of Art), PGCE
John Cowell, BEd (Exeter), CertEd (Chelsea and Plymouth)
Peter Fasching, BA (London), PGCE
Gisèle Searle‐Barnes, Licence, MA (Lyon), PGCE
Janet Bethune, BSc (Sheffield), Cert SpLD (OCR) +
Lucy Barnes, TaCert III, Beverley Young, Dip CLA Fd,
Cindy Monk, Cert Ed (Cambridge Inst),
Zoe Copping, BTEC NatDip Social Care,
Lorraine Harlow, Sue Louden, Maeve Wigley, Andrea Owen,
Amanda Cameron, Maureen Graham, Sarah Goodwin
Tiffany Johnson, NNEB (Bristol)
Catherine Armstrong, NNEB (Harlow), Jane Baird
Martin Wilson, BMus (RNCM Manchester), ARCM, ALCM +
Angela Lesslie, BMus (Royal College of Music), PGCE +
See above list
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)
Rachael Cooke, Rachel May
Stephen Staerck, CertEd (Sussex), AdvDip Counselling & Welfare
(London)
Barbara Askew
David Wood, ACIB +
Ann Boatman
Alexandra Cox, HND (Anglia Polytechnic)
Kathrin O’Sullivan, Lynn Robinson
Anne Fear, Carole Springthorpe +, Alison Stanbury +,
Marion Grainge +, Debbie Peck +, Karon Chappell
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Technicians

Medical
Matron
Catering Manager
Cleaning Supervisor
Maintenance
Gardens & Grounds
Medical Officers

Barbara Nicholson (Science) +, Lynn Cargill (Science) +,
Oliver Hoar (ICT, AVA) +, Louise Plant (Art) +,
George Barrow (DT) +, Juliet Clark (Science) +,
Dawn Jaffray (Food) +
Sharon Rose, RGN +
Louise Burgess, BA (Manchester), RGN +
Judy Camp
Vivian Stansfield
Barry Melhuish
Ashley Daley, Andrew Sully, Dean Camp
Matthew Wright, Simon Keyte, David Allison
Clive Paul, BSc, MBBS, DRCOG, MRCGP (London) +
Cathy Cowley, BMedSci, BM, BS, DCH (Nottingham) +
+ Part‐time

REMEMBERING JAN
This contribution came in just as the Magazine was going to press...
Jan – we met as near to her
birthday as was possible ‐ and,
secondly, to celebrate/commiserate
having reached the age of sixty
and, for some of us, retirement.
Having had a great weekend, full
of memories – both sad and happy
– and establishing that very little
had changed except our outward
appearances (some of us
unfortunately more than others),
we felt that we’d like to get
together again.
So, if any other 1965ers would
like to come to our next reunion –
time, date and place still to be
decided (but sometime in 2009) –
please contact me at
gsharland9@aol.com or by letter
(address in OS list).
Sue Harland (Mitchell)

In May 2007, a small group from
1965 had a reunion. Most of us
had met up the previous April at
the funeral of Jan White (Hopkins)
and, as it was she who had been
responsible for keeping us in touch
with each other since FSSW, we
decided that we should try to
maintain that contact.
So, the purpose of our meeting
was two‐fold. Firstly to remember
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FRIENDS’ SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN
OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION
Past Presidents

2007-08
2005-07
2004-05
2003-04
2002-03
2001-02
2000-01
1999-00
1998-99
1997-98
1996-97
1995-96
1994-95
1993-94
1992-93
1991-92
1990-91
1989-90
1988-89
1987-88
1986-87
1985-86
1984-85
1983-84
1982-83
1981-82
1980-81
1979-80
1978-79
1977-78
1976-77
1975-76
1974-75
1973-74
1972-73
1971-72
1970-71
1969-70
1968-69
1967-68
1967-68

*

*

*
*
*

*

1965-66
1964-65 *
1963-64 *
1962-63 *

Richard Gilpin MA Lond
John Weinman
Mary Mileson GRSM, LRAM
David Hills BEd Sussex
Hilary Halter BA
Tony Newton (Lord Newton of Braintree)
Simon Clapperton
Wilfrid Hayler MCLIP
Mark Bertram CBE, MA Cantab, RIBA
Sarah Westerhuis BEd Brighton, MEd
Cantab
Nigel McTear ASFA, ALFP, CFP
Tom Robinson
Judith Foster
Malcom Pim Dip Soc Admin (Lond), CQSW
David C R Hadley BSc Lond, AIA
Roger C R Bertram MA Cantab, MB, BChir
Jean R Plant BA Lond
Patrick C B Coleman BSc Manc
Katia Herbst MA Newcastle, PhD Lond
E Anthony Watson
Martin Holmes
Derek C Barbanell BSc Lond
Iorwerth John BSc Wales
John F Cadman DLC
Graham Errington FCA
Jack Turnbull OstJ
Margaret R Ball FSBT, FIPS, AISW
Eric Brown ACIS
John C Woods BA Manc
Michael Connolly FCA
Brenda Burns DipPE Dunfermline
Joy Dupont GRSM Lond, ARCM
Richard A Wright BA Cantab
Alan G Risdon
R Raymond Dobbin
Richard L Sturge BMus Oxon, ARCM
Mary Probert JP
James E Dutton BA, DipAgric Cantab
Alan W Thompson FCA
Cyril A Mummery MA Oxon
H A Farrand Radley MBE, MA Oxon,
FInstAM
Alan P Carlton Smith MA, LLB Cantab
Kenneth L Whitlow
Muriel J Rigby
Donald Peverett ARPS

1961-62 *
1960-61 *
1959-60
1958-59
1957-58
1956-57
1955-56
1954-55
1953-54
1952-53
1951-52

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1950-51 *
1949-50 *
1948-49
1947-48
1946-47
1945-46
1943-45
1942-43
1941-42
1940-41
1939-40
1938-39
1937-38
1936-37
1935-36
1934-35
1933-34
1932-33
1931-32
1930-31
1929-30
1928-29
1927-28
1926-27
1925-26
1924-25
1923-24
1922-23
1921-22
1920-21
1919-20
1917-19
1915-17
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*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Jennie Ellinor MA Dunelm
Richard Eric Holttum MA, DSc Cantab, Hon
ScD Singapore, FLS, VMH
Walter W Baldwin MA Oxon, BA Lond
Hilda Shippey MBE
Basil G Burton
Bernard B Jacob MA Cantab
Eric Peverett
Kathleen E Skelton
Reginald W Montford
Gerald Littleboy MA Cantab
Henry B Rowntree BScEng Manc, CEng,
FICE, FIWE
Reginald A Reynolds
Leonard Copeland Watts ACGI, CEng,
FIMechE, PPIHVE
William R Bennett
Margaret G Yapp BA Brist
Frank A Cadman FRICS, FAI
G Stanley Pumphrey BScEng Manc
Anthony Skelton
Harold B Holttum
Arnold Brereton BA Lond
Annie Murray
Paul V E Mauger RIBA, FRTPI, DipTP Lond
Norman S Eames FIMT
Charles Danels
Amy Montford BA Lond
Charles M Ball
Stanley G King Beer BA Cantab
J Owen Clover
Thomas Francis
Gertrude Rowntree
John H Quinn
J Penrose Whitlow BA Vict
Alfred T Carr
Howard Diamond FCA
Florence D Priestman BA Lond
James Watts
Leslie R Hart BSc, PhD Lond, CChem, MRIC
Violet M Tozer
W Arnold Green MA, BSc St And, AMICE
James S Lidbetter BA Leeds, MA Cantab
Lucy Fairbrother
Gurnell C Green
C Brightwen Rowntree BA Lond
M Ethel Crawshaw Morland

FRIENDS’ SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN
OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION
Past Presidents (continued)

1914-15
1913-14
1912-13
1911-12
1910-11
1909-10
1908-09
1907-08
1906-07
1905-06
1904-05
1903-04
1902-03

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1901-02
1900-01
1899-00
1898-99
1897-98
1896-97
1895-96
1894-95

Henry Bedford Lemere Hon FRPS
Leonard A Farrington
James Backhouse Crosfield
Frank Rivers Arundel
James Tyler Harrod BA Lond
James T Fairbanks
Charles Milnes Willmott
John Edward Walker
E Arthur Williams BA Lond
Joseph W Martin
Mary A Townson
William Robinson
Bedford Pierce MD, FRCP Lond,
MRCS Eng

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Samuel Bland JP
Bedford Marsh JP
John Butler
Alfred Sawer
Isaac Sharp BA Lond
Bedford Lemere
John Farley Rutter JP
John G Armfield

*

Deceased

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2008
Saturday 10th May

Friends and Family Day

Saturday 8th November

Annual General Meeting

2009
Saturday 9th May

Friends and Family Day
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THE SCHOOL’S DEVELOPMENT PLANS

I

spoke about the School’s need for
development and its contribution
to the local community.
Despite the harsh outcome of the
meeting, Councillors subsequently
invited the School to an informal
discussion of the application, and
at a meeting in January it became
clear that there was latent support
in the Development Control
Committee for the School
provided that the enabling
housing development on the site
could be at a lower density. The
School is currently taking
professional advice on how best to
proceed.
It is possible that there will need
to be some alterations to the
School’s proposals for its own
buildings (which were not
criticised by the Committee) but
the School would still expect to
provide a new junior school,
boarding house and theatre space,
and to refurbish the main building
so as to provide for its educational
needs now and for the foreseeable
future.
The School is likely now to select
and proceed with a development
partner, submitting a further
planning application later this
year, in order to realise sufficient
funds to enable the School’s future
educational needs to be met.

n April 2007 the School
submitted final revisions to its
planning application. After
extensive discussions with the
Officers at Uttlesford District
Council, all of the objections from
the statutory consultees were
overcome, and the Planning
Officers recommended that the
Development Control Committee
should approve the project at their
meeting in November 2007.
The School was therefore
extremely disappointed that the
application was turned down by
that Committee at the end of
November.
The Committee’s main concerns
were twofold: development on
part of the old Young Farmers’
Field was inappropriate, given that
it is now designated (some older
Old Scholars will be intrigued to
learn) in the Uttlesford Local Plan
as a Protected Open Space of
Environmental Value; and the
density of some of the proposed
enabling housing development
was too high.
There was a considerable
number of objectors from Saffron
Walden at the meeting, but the
School was fortunate to have
excellent support from local
friends of the School and in
particular Old Scholars Mark
Bertram and James Hawkes, who
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Payment by Standing Order through your bank if possible please – easy to administer,
impossible to forget, and simple to cancel should you wish to do so.
Otherwise, send a cheque payable to FSSWOSA.
I wish to apply for membership of the Old Scholars’ Association.
My details are as follows:
Name _________________________

Maiden Name (if applicable) _____________

Address ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone/Fax ______________________

Email _________________________________

Years at School __________________

Year Group* ______________________

*Year Group is the year in which you left or would have left 6ii, even if you did not stay
on to the end.
I understand that £10.00 will be deducted by standing order mandate now and on 1st
April each year (delete NOW if applying between January and April).
I agree/do not agree for my details to be available to other members.
Please complete and send this form to:
OSA Membership Secretary,
Friends’ School, Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3EB
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
TO:
Name of your bank ______________________________________

Bank plc

Address of your bank ____________________________________________________
___________________________________________

Post code _______________

PLEASE PAY TO BARCLAYS BANK, SAFFRON WALDEN (Sort code 20-74-05) for
the credit of FSSWOSA A/c number 20389609
The sum of (in figures) £ __________
(in words) _____________________________ pounds,
now and on 1st April each year until further notice.
Signature ___________________________________

Date __________________

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS please): _________________________________________
A/C Number (Your Account number at your bank): _____________________________
For other methods of payment, including the use of credit and debit cards, please
contact the OSA Membership Secretary at the School, or the School’s Accountant.

