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From the Head
There are 28 nationalities represented at
Friends’ across staff and pupils and there has
undoubtedly been an international feel to the
Spring term. Many aspects of this are reflected in
this edition of The Avenue, be it in the account
of the Sixth Form visit to the vibrant ‘Eternal
City’ or the hugely contrasting pilgrimage of a
different sort to Auschwitz. We were also proud
to be represented at the Holocaust Memorial Day
service in St Mary’s, Saffron Walden, at which
some of our Year 9 were able to reflect on the
darker side of ‘internationalism’.
Far less gloomy was the wonderfully entertaining
‘International Evening’ at school which was held
shortly before half term, when our international
students celebrated the heritage and cultures of
their native countries, reminding us of the diversity
of their experiences as well as allowing us to sample
some delicious ‘home cooking’. ‘International
Evening’ is undoubtedly one of the highlights of our
year and our thanks go to Linda Langford Powell,
Jane Henfrey and all the pupils and staff who put so
much into rehearsals and preparations.
Not surprisingly, our international students make
a significant contribution to the boarding life of

Friends’ and we were able to witness first hand
the benefits of living in a special kind of close
boarding community.
A less exuberant event than ‘International
Evening’, though one that still provoked lively
debate, allowed the Sixth Form to consider the
United Kingdom’s place in the European Union
when speakers from ‘Civitas’ made their cases.
Are Friends’ students pro-Europe? The answer
can be found in the article below.
The Junior School, too, reminded us of their
international awareness when they raised money
for a school in Chidobe, Zimbabwe.
One of the school’s aims is to ‘foster a sense of
community’ and, as you can read in this edition
of The Avenue we encourage all of our pupils
from the youngest to the oldest to look beyond
themselves, their family, friends and school to
learn about the world beyond. With this in mind,
it was entirely fitting that both performers and
audience joined voices to sing ‘We are the World’
to close ‘International Evening’.
Exactly!
Graham Wigley

Josephine Exhibits at
the RBA
Sixth Form artist, Josephine
Lohoar-Self got the chance to
rub shoulders with politicians,
film-makers and well-known
artists this term when she
attended the opening of the
Royal Society of British Artists’
exhibition at the Mall Galleries
in London. Josephine, who was
a joint recipient of the The John
Ingram Memorial Prize for a
Young Artist for her painting
‘Sirens’, accepted the award from
the President of the RBA, James
Horton. The painting was selected
and submitted to the RBA by the
Saffron Walden NADFAS Society,
which saw her work chosen and
exhibited alongside artists such as
Ken Howard.
Serena O’Connor, head of Art
said, “It was again wonderful
for Friends’ to be represented at
this prestigious exhibition, and
we are so proud of Josephine
and her achievements”.

Art on the Hill
Artwork by over 30 local artists was
displayed in the Watson Hall during the
PTA’s Art on the Hill exhibition in March.
With a wide range of art, including framed
and unframed paintings, prints, ceramics,
sculpture and jewellery, the new venture for
the PTA proved a great success, including
well attended art activities for children and a
very popular café.
With thanks to Jude Hannam, Chair of the Art
on the Hill committee, and her team for the
organisation that went into this new event on
both the school and community calendar.

www.friends.org.uk

From the Junior School Head
It does not seem five minutes ago that we returned keen and eager,
to school at the beginning of the Spring term. The weather was
cold and miserable and it has only been in the last few days that the
temperature has risen and the sun shown its reluctant head.
We are still settling in to the new Gibson building and learning
how to use the new rooms effectively. As the outside space
becomes clearer we have looked to develop the areas around the
school. Lines were drawn on the playground (compass, alphabet
dragon, number ladder, chess board and compass points) over the
Christmas holiday. The games shed has been moved to its proper
position and over half term the adventure trail has been put back in
place and it will be in use before very long. I have asked the school
council to help us look at the area behind Leicester. The mosaic,
which had a starring role in the opening ceremony, has been a big
success and Jim Anderson has already visited us and talked to the
children about their ideas to create two mosaics for the front of the
Leicester building.
Years 3 and 4 have already begun rehearsing for their production
of “The Blue Bottle” and preparations are underway for the Middle
School Band trip to Yorkshire in the summer term. We will be spending
two nights staying at Helmsley Youth Hostel and playing concerts at
Ackworth, The Mount and Bootham schools over three days.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to the PTA art
exhibition which is being held in the Watson Hall and has attracted
twenty eight local artists who will be presenting their work over
the weekend of the 9th/10th of March and the biennial Comic
Relief Red Nose Day which will feature an array of staff dressed as
Superheroes! It is such a pity that no pictures will be available in
time for the Avenue.

Holocaust Memorial Day and Service
William Kaczynski, author of Fleeing from the Führer, visited Friends’
this term to spend a morning with students in Year 9. He spoke
about his family’s experiences before and during World War II in
Berlin, as well as his internment in the UK as an ‘enemy alien’. We
thank him for his signed copy of his life story which he presented to
the school and which can now be found in the school library.
A number of Year 9 pupils also took part in the Holocaust
Memorial Service at St Mary’s Church in Saffron Walden where all
the local schools were represented at this very moving event. The
address was given by the Reverend John Fieldsend, an Anglican
vicar, who was born into a Jewish family in Czechoslovakia and
was sent away to England as a child, with his brother.
The final music of the service was a 1926 recording of Edith
Bach, the mother of William Kaczynski; she had been a wellknown opera singer in Germany until the Nazis put a stop to her
singing and recording career, because she was Jewish.
“This is the duty of our generation as we enter the twenty-first
century – solidarity with the weak, the persecuted, the lonely,
the sick and those in despair. It is expressed by the desire to give
a noble and humanising meaning to a community in which all
members will define themselves not by their own identity but by
that of others.” (Elie Wiesel)

Finally congratulations to all those Junior School children who were
offered places at the Senior School and in particular Ione Thrower
who won the Academic scholarship, Harriet Willmott the Sport,
Indigo Collecott the Drama and Max Powell and Jo Dadson who
were joint winners of the Art scholarship. Well done.
Wishing you all a very Happy Easter and restful break.
Andrew Holmes

Sixth Form Vote on the EU
The Sixth Form were asked to consider Britain’s position regarding the
European Union during a thought provoking debate earlier this term.
Civitas (the Institute for the Study of Civil Society) provided speakers,
Andrew Smith, who spoke for the motion, ‘Britain would be better off
outside the EU’ and Stephen Robinson who spoke against it.

International Evening
Our ever-popular annual celebration of international diversity at
Friends’ provided us with an evening of wonderful entertainment
and the chance to sample a feast of foods from around the world.

After lively, persuasive speeches, questions were invited and then
the vote taken, which resulted in a marginal win for pro-European,
Stephen Robinson. One student commented, “I was encouraged to
listen carefully to the arguments and as a consequence, I changed
my view on Britain’s membership of the EU. The arguments from
both sides really made me think!”
This event is one of a number of Sixth Form enrichment activities.
Pictured: Assistant Head of Sixth Form, Gill Kinnear (centre) with
speakers (left to right) Andrew Smith and Stephen Robinson, with
some Sixth Formers.

A Roman Holiday
Twelve Sixth Form students from Friends’ School spent their half term break in the Italian capital as part of their A-Level History and
Religious Studies courses. During their stay they were able to trace the changing status of Christianity, from persecution through its rise
to state religion. They were also given the opportunity to compare the different historical arenas of the ‘Eternal City’, from traditional
ruins and rubble of the Foro Romano and the Colosseum of Ancient Rome, to the EUR district representing a ‘Third Rome’ with its
austere, if not sinister white marble buildings, presenting students with an indication of where Fascism may have taken Italy.
The trip to Rome provided a wonderful opportunity for our Sixth Form students to experience some of the many facets of their subject,
whether it was History, RS or Critical Thinking, in one of the most fascinating cities in the world.

‘The Children of
Knowe’ Comes
to Life for Year 5
Hemmingford Grey
provided the setting
for Lucy Boston’s
book ‘The Children
of Knowe’ which
Year 5 visited this
term enriching their
understanding of the
story they have been
studying in class.
The children enjoyed
a tour of the the 900
year old Norman
building, especially
Tolly’s bedroom on
the top floor, as many
of the treasures from
the book could be
touched.
Year 5 also enjoyed the opportunity to use the class set of iPod
Touches to record both photographs and sound, of the Manor
House where author Lucy Boston once lived.

Visits to the Nursery
The children in the Nursery enjoyed a visit from Linton Zoo as part
of the Zoo’s Outreach Programme. They were introduced to a
range of animals including a snake, a lizard and an eagle owl. The
interactive, memorable and hands-on lesson helped the children
identify the differences between mammals, animals with scales, and
those with feathers.
Year 10 Product Design students visited the Nursery this term to
research Child Development for their GCSE coursework project.
All involved enjoyed the session and discussing ideas of possible
designs and children’s toys.

Congratulations to our Junior
School Cross Country Team
who have enjoyed another very
successful season. One highlight
was the event which 16 of our
runners attended at Thorpe
House Langley Preparatory
School in Norwich, to compete
against seven other schools. We
did extremely well and left with
a number of medals and two
trophies. Congratulations to the
U11 Girls’ team and U11 Boys’
team who both finished in first
place and to those who gained
individual medals; Max Godfrey
(1st), Indigo Collecott (1st), Lily Godfrey (2nd), Rosie Bromell (3rd),
and Barnaby Knight (3rd).
Senior School student, Hannah Irwin (Year 10) also had some
excellent results this term. In January she finished 7th in the
Essex County U15 Championships then went on to run for North

West Essex Schools’ team in the Essex Schools U17 cross country
championships. In extremely muddy conditions Hannah finished
1st in her team and 9th overall. This result gained her the place
of 1st reserve to represent Essex schools in the national schools’
competition in March. Well done, Hannah. A great achievement.

Netball News
Esther Roberts (Year 10) shows effort and commitment to school
netball games and training sessions and always works hard to
improve her game. She demonstrates an excellent skill level and
plays for the school’s U18 team.
Esther also plays for a very large and competitive netball club in
Harlow (Crosskeys). She regularly trains with the club and also
attends satellite training, which provides a high level of netball
and looks at developing individuals to play at county level.
Esther recently received the Jack Petchey award at her netball
club, which is awarded for commitment and achievement.
Congratulations Esther.

Alex Ruffell Swimathon
Our pupils again did an amazing job of gaining sponsorship for their swimathon which
took place last term. In January, Sue Ford visited the Junior School to receive the most
impressive amount of £901.70, raised in aid of the Alex Ruffell Memorial Fund.
Sue Ford set up the fund in memory of her son, who was a student at Friends’ School,
and has raised thousands of pounds in support of a school in Chidobe, Zimbabwe. The
money raised from the swimathon this year will go towards buying more chairs and
tables for the classrooms.

Hockey News
The U15 team finished 3rd in the Bishops
Stortford and District Cup Competition
and the U12s made the semi-finals. Becky
Westerhuis (6ii) who was selected for the
U18 JRPC continues to excel in this sport
playing for Saffron Walden Women’s 1st
team in the premier division of the Ladies
East League
Boys’ hockey continues to do well with
Ed Candler, Jake Game, Will Turnbull and
Byron Dean all playing for the county in
their respective age groups.
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