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FRIENDS’ SCHOOL OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
SUMMER NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Dear Old Scholar  

 

I hope everyone has been enjoying the summer or now that we are at its end perhaps you now 

have a moment to sit down with the Friends’ School Saffron Walden Old Scholars’ Association 

Summer, or rather due to delays, autumnal, Newsletter. This edition brings news from the AGM, 

updates on the school site, archive treasures, achievements of Old Scholars past and present, 

reunion reports, contributions, and, sadly, obituaries. As always, we wouldn’t suggest printing it 

out  because there are still a lot of pages and images. Before the contents, just a quick word on 

the Annual General Meeting 2026 and OSA  Accounts.  

 

Annual General Meeting 
2026  
Old Scholars are warmly 

invited to   

the Annual General Meeting 

of the Old Scholars' 

Association in 2026. The 2026 

AGM is scheduled for 25 April 

2026 at 2pm at Friends’ 

Meeting House Saffron 

Walden and online. The 

Committee is still working on 

organising a tour of the former 

school site. The AGM will be a 

chance to reconnect with Old 

Scholars and staff, and to 

reminisce over refreshments. 

 

We invite Old Scholars to arrange Year Group reunions for this day!  
We hope this could work similarly to how reunions used to work at Friends’ and Families’ Day.  

You could, for instance, come to the AGM, stay for tea and biscuits and then head off to the pub 

for the rest of the afternoon. 

 

Old Scholars’ Accounts  

Old Scholars can find audited accounts up until 31st August 2024 on the Old Scholars website 

here, but you have to log-in to view these. Thanks to our Treasurer and the Auditors for  their 

work on these. Email me at fsswosa@gmail.com if you don’t have your log-in details.  The next 

audited accounts are due in August 2026.   

Scan of whole school photo taken a year after the school opened in Saffron 
Walden. 

https://oldscholars.com/MinutesAndAccounts
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Update on The School Site – Martin Hugall 

 

If you are in Saffron Walden it is well worth visiting Chase New Homes’ sales office accessible 

from the car park off Mount Pleasant Road. It is open each day from 10am to 5pm, except 

Wednesdays and Sundays. They have various artist’s impressions (see above) and an 

impressive scale model of the development of the main site (see below and over).  
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The main building is being converted into 52 flats and most of the outbuildings have been 

demolished and replaced with blocks of flats or houses, most of which have now been completed, 

and many are also now occupied. So, it is increasingly possible to explore parts of the site from 

both Mount Pleasant Road and its southern boundary. As you will see the tennis courts (now 

hard surface) will be retained as will the Multi Use Games Area and the Biology pond which Form 

5 scholars helped to build with me in 1975 after their O’Level exams!   

 

However, as you may already know, the swimming pool will be converted into a Community Hall 

for the town.  The Water Tower was sold several years before the school closed and has limited 

uses apart from housing mobile masts, as it is a listed building and accommodation within is not 

possible without an external fire escape! A pity as it does have a beautiful internal cast iron spiral 

staircase.  

The developers 

are now 

concentrating on 

the main building 

as you can see 

from the 

scaffolding and I 

am assured that 

the whole roof will 

be renewed, as 

will all the 

windows with 

tasteful wooden 

frames.  

Some notable Old 

Scholars are 

being 
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immortalised in a few of the road names including Bawden Crescent and Erskine Place. (The 

OSA were not consulted). 

 

Plans are available for the main building and these will be available to download on our website. 

A bit of detective work will be needed to work out how the original layout has changed. 

 

As you will see in this section of the ground floor plans for the central part of the main building, 

that part of the dining hall will be retained as a communal area for residents and I am informed 

that the main entrance will be staffed by a concierge in the reception area.  I have recently learned 

that the clock on the south side of the main building will be removed and located in a glass case 

in the communal area. They also plan to frame some of the pupils’ artwork they found in the art 

room and hang these in the communal area. They did say earlier on that they would reinstate 

the analemmatic sundial in the front lawn, donated by the OSA on the school’s tercentenary in 

2002, and the Croydon gate but there is no evidence of this to date. 
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Update on the Development of the School Field 
We have just heard that 

on 1st September the 

Secretary of State 

granted planning 

permission for Chase 

New Homes to develop 

the School Field Site 

subject to certain 

conditions and changes 

from their last proposal. 

The main changes 

involve 75 dwellings 

instead of the 91 

proposed, with 30 being 

affordable homes, and 

improved public access 

to the open spaces.  As 

in the original plans 

there will be a multi-use 

sports pitch (full size 

cricket pitch in summer 

and either1 adult size 

football pitch or 2 youth 

size football pitches in 

the winter) and a single 

storey club house with 

182 car parking spaces. The proposals include various biodiversity measures such as 146 new 

trees, areas for wild plants, bird and bat boxes etc. 

 

Look online for S62A/2025/0107 to find out more: 

Planning permission granted: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b5d0c53f3e5483efdba8a5/S62A_2025_0107

_Decision_Notice_and_Statement_of_Reasons.pdf 

Above plan in colour: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e8baff3dab997751fc/23110__D__007A_

Proposed_Site_Layout_Coloured_A0_Size_29_April_2025-CH.pdf 

Detailed plan of layout: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e9a599d03a16bff41a/Travel_Plan_April_

2025_Appendix_A_-_Proposed_Site_Layout_Redacted.pdf 

More documents can be downloaded at:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/section-62a-planning-

application-s62a20250107-former-friends-school-field-mount-pleasant-road-saffron-walden-

cb11-3eb#full-publication-update-history 

 

Martin Hugall 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b5d0c53f3e5483efdba8a5/S62A_2025_0107_Decision_Notice_and_Statement_of_Reasons.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b5d0c53f3e5483efdba8a5/S62A_2025_0107_Decision_Notice_and_Statement_of_Reasons.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e8baff3dab997751fc/23110__D__007A_Proposed_Site_Layout_Coloured_A0_Size_29_April_2025-CH.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e8baff3dab997751fc/23110__D__007A_Proposed_Site_Layout_Coloured_A0_Size_29_April_2025-CH.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e9a599d03a16bff41a/Travel_Plan_April_2025_Appendix_A_-_Proposed_Site_Layout_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682f08e9a599d03a16bff41a/Travel_Plan_April_2025_Appendix_A_-_Proposed_Site_Layout_Redacted.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/section-62a-planning-application-s62a20250107-former-friends-school-field-mount-pleasant-road-saffron-walden-cb11-3eb#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/section-62a-planning-application-s62a20250107-former-friends-school-field-mount-pleasant-road-saffron-walden-cb11-3eb#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/section-62a-planning-application-s62a20250107-former-friends-school-field-mount-pleasant-road-saffron-walden-cb11-3eb#full-publication-update-history
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Annual General Meeting 
2025 
The 154th Annual General 

Meeting of the Old Scholars’ 

Association was held on 26 

April 2025 at the Friends’ 

Meeting House, Saffron 

Walden, and online via Zoom. 

Nigel McTear (YG 1980) 

chaired the meeting (joining 

virtually due to a broken leg), 

with 14 members present in 

person and 7 online. It was a 

well-attended gathering, and 

we were very pleased to see 

so many Old Scholars taking 

part both in person and online.  

 

Reports noted: Reunions 

remain a strong focus, with the 

1982 Year Group reunion recently held and others planned for later in 2025. Communications 

remain lively: newsletters, emails, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. Over 260 archival 

documents have been digitised in the past year. The Association’s finances remain stable thanks 

to investment income, though donations are gradually declining. Ethical investment was raised 

as an area for review. School site updates are included above.  

 

The 2025 meeting concluded with a screening of the 1977 BBC film School Day, documenting 

the tradition where pupils ran the school for a day each year — now available on the OSA 

YouTube channel. Old Scholars can read the minutes of the 2025 meeting on  the Minutes and 

Accounts page, but you have to log-in first. Email me at fsswosa@gmail.com if you don’t have 

your log-in details.   

 

From The Archives – Martin Hugall 
Before the last batch of archives went to the Essex Record Office in Chelmsford, I was able to 

scan a number of photos.  The following 2 pages of photos were taken from a 1922 album, so 

none are later than 1922 but some are obviously earlier such as the early photo of the lime trees 

on the Avenue.  

 

You might find it interesting to see similarities with the buildings when you were at school but 

also differences such as the boys’ asphalt.  Also, they show that girls and boys were taught 

separately (until 1910), although one later photo shows a mixed class.  Before the Assembly Hall 

was built the Centre Library was a lecture theatre and the main meeting point for the school.  The 

boys’ washroom is very much as I remember it in the 70’s and the dining hall looks much grander 

with the gallery at the south end linking the boys’ and girls’ boarding. Classrooms, including the 

science labs were in the main building.  

 

I hope these photos will act as a stimulus for reminiscences and comment? A good snapshot of 

the history of the school can be found on Roger Buss’ Calendar of the School which is on our 

website at https://www.fsswosa.org.uk/fsswosa/history/docs/rb~history.pdf 

Here are some of those present at the AGM, including Tom Robinson (YG 
1968) who was able to join us - former President of the OSA and organiser of 
the memorable mass reunion in the summer of 1996 - many will remember 
this. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Qev0YA3rwY&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Qev0YA3rwY&t=3s
https://oldscholars.com/MinutesAndAccounts
https://oldscholars.com/MinutesAndAccounts
https://www.fsswosa.org.uk/fsswosa/history/docs/rb~history.pdf
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News from Old Scholars & Staff  
We have news of two Old Scholars who have been awarded MBEs, Chris Bowden (YG 1978) 

and Hilary Halter (née Hockley, YG 1952). Congratulations to both of them on the recognition of 

their significant achievements and contributions to the world. 

 

Chris Bowden 

MBE (YG 1978) 

 

Chris, who was 

at Friends’ from 

1971 to 1976, 

has pursued his 

lifelong love of 

birdwatching 

and travel, 

working in 

conservation for 

over 40 years 

with the RSPB 

and BirdLife 

International. 

He has lived in 

Morocco, 

Cameroon, and India for around half that time, focusing on threatened species such as the 

northern bald ibis and Asian vultures. Chris, who is married to Farah and has a thirteen-year-old 

daughter, Minla, was recently awarded an MBE for services to the environment and vulture 

conservation. 

 

Hilary Halter (née Hockley, YG 1952) 

 

Hilary, who was President of the OSA in 2002–3, 

has been awarded an MBE for Services to 

Vulnerable People. Hilary writes: “Much to my 

astonishment, on the first of May this year I 

received a letter from the Cabinet Office informing 

me that I am to be awarded an MBE for Services 

to Vulnerable People. When I retired from work, 

in the mid-nineties, I decided that I could not just 

sit in front of the television all day. I began offering 

my services to care homes and started leading 

discussion groups. Over the years, I have built up 

a library of sets of pictures covering what has 

happened, the history of advertising, money, 

entertainment and more. I now lead five groups 

per week. I do what I do because I enjoy it and, 

apparently, other people also enjoy it – what a 

bonus!” 
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Malcolm Macqueen (YG 2010) 

Once the angelic Southwark Cathedral choir 

boy, Malcolm developed at Friends’ into a 

grungy/emo teenager, covering bags, 

planners and desks with band-related graffiti. 

How they scolded him then, and look where 

he is now: cultural hero of the south-east 

London underground. 

 

The Observer recently profiled Malcolm and 

the cooperative studio he co-runs in south 

London. The piece paints it as a refreshingly 

anti-establishment space: no wild walk-ins, 

but rather a curated, appointments-only 

studio where artists work as often (or as little) 

as they like. 

 

In the spirit of the history of left wing 

radicalism (something the Quakers and 

Malcolm share), the article describes the 

studio containing political pamphlets with 

titles including A Glorious Liberty: The Ideas 

of the Ranters. ‘Malcolm is fascinated by 

dissidents, from the Chartists to the Diggers, 

and his art champions the underdogs of 

Britain’s national story. It’s also a means of examining his own feelings about his nationality. 

“Being British and being, you know, slightly embarrassed about British history,” he says. “Trying 

to understand what it means to love cask ale and butter pies and the rolling hills of Kent at the 

same time as not liking flag-shagging and the royal family and the Conservative party.”’ 

 

Malcolm stands out not just for his specialty in historical-artefact tattoos: medieval coins, Bayeux 

Tapestry figures, Mesolithic sculptures — many of his clients bring in small items, such as hag 

stones, buttons and jewellery, to turn into tattoos. One client described collecting his tattoos as 

akin to collecting art: “If Malcolm made paintings, I would buy them.” 

 

The full article can be read here: The Observer – The Secret Life of a Tattoo Parlour. 

 

Julia Whatley (YG 1972) 

Julia Whatley was recently interviewed in Cherwell (Oxford’s oldest independent newspaper) 

about her art practice. Julia is described by the interviewer as captivating: “the white-haired, eye 

patch-wearing, (table-hogging?) artist I sometimes glimpse, hunched over her notebooks, in 

Blackwell’s Nero.” Julia, after leaving Friends’, attended Winchester School of Art and 

Goldsmith’s College. She pursued a career as a professional illustrator in the course of which 

https://observer.co.uk/style/features/article/the-secret-life-of-a-tattoo-parlour?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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she has illustrated 
the Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia orchestra 
and rehearsals of 
prestigious 
ballerinas at the 
Royal Opera 
House, including 
Sylvie Guillem. 
The journalist 
writes that thee is 
something of 
Degas’ ballerinas 
in Julia’s work. 
 

The article continues: At 70, Julia says, she is no longer interested in commercial illustration. 

What drives her now is not financial, or even reputational, interest. It is something far more 

altruistic: humanitarian and vaguely spiritual.  

 

The journalist writes: ‘A critic once wrote that Julia’s art comes from a gentler age. It is easy to 

see what they meant: Julia’s pieces are buoyed by the fantastical and carnivalesque, relics from 

a world of childhood imagination. Is this the somewhere else Julia never left? Reflecting on her 

own childhood, she remembers looking out at the reality from a realm of fantasy; to Julia and her 

siblings: “Alice in Wonderland was our world”, and she remembers being captivated by John 

Tenniel’s illustrations of Lewis Carroll’s classic novel.’ 

 

The proceeds from the sale of Julia’s next project are going to fund art supplies for children 

across the world. For further information on this and for more on Julia’s world view. The full 

interview can be found here: Cherwell – In Conversation with Julia Whatley. 

 

Following on from her interview, Julia has also been working with Oxford University Careers 

Service to ensure her Gadfly vision has a lasting legacy. Her aim remains that all proceeds from 

her art will go towards providing children with drawing paper and art materials, from their earliest 

years, in perpetuity. 

 

At a meeting this summer, practical steps were discussed, including: bringing scans of her work 

together on one website, promoting her art (and book) more widely, establishing a trust to 

distribute proceeds, and partnering with charities such as School in a Bag. 

 

Oxford’s Crankstart Careers Mentoring Programme has offered to provide interns to help carry 

this work forward, which could make a real difference in turning Julia’s vision into a sustainable 

reality. If you'd like to know more about the project, Julia's has said she is looking for help from 

computer literate people and her email is: whatleyjulia6@gmail.com 

 

Matthew Robinson (YG 1962) on Richard Gilpin (YG 1960) 

Matthew Robinson has shared some wonderful material relating to the late Richard Gilpin (YG 

1960). Richard wrote comedy sketches for the school’s End-of-Term entertainments, including 

parodies of television shows of the time such as Tonight with Miff Clichelmore, Junk Box Jury, 

and spoof Adverts. Matthew has kindly passed on several pages of these scripts, which we are 

delighted to include below. He notes they were probably performed in December 1959 or April 

1960. Thanks to Matthew for preserving this piece of Old Scholars’ history. 

https://www.cherwell.org/2025/02/24/who-is-oxfords-coffee-shop-artist-in-conversation-with-julia-whatley/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:whatleyjulia6@gmail.com
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Tonight 
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Junk Box Jury 
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Adverts 
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Contributions!  
If you would like to include something in the Winter 2025 Newsletter, please do email me  

following these instructions:  

 

We welcome emails with contributions to the next newsletter from Old Scholars. Please send  

future contributions to fsswosa@gmail.com bearing the following in mind.  

 

1. Please be sure that anyone you mention by name is happy for you to do so (same  with named 

photos).  

2. For photos, please include the full names of anyone pictured and any context that  might be 

needed!  

3. For text, please send 250 words (up to 500) written in the way you would like it to appear  in 

the newsletters. If you have written a longer piece which you would like put on the  website, then 

please send this alongside a condensed version.  

 

Please note I may have to do some editing to fit everything in! OS can send in memories,  current 

news, news of other OS’s successes and pretty much anything else related to the  school or Old 

Scholars!  
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Reunions  
We’re delighted to 

report that the 

1982 Year Group 

held a reunion in 

April 2025.  

 

Having been in 

contact with Lucy 

Finzi, Vanessa 

Collings, Adam 

Butcher and 

Anthony Bufton, 

we have the 

following account 

and series of 

photos of the 1982 

Year Group 

Reunion! 

 

"On the weekend of April 12th/13th 2025, the Class of ‘82 descended on Saffron Walden for a 

reunion and good ol’ catch up. There were about 30 of us, with some travelling from Spain, Ibiza, 

Switzerland, Belgium and Sweden to attend. 

 

We started off on the Friday evening at The Old English Gentleman. On Saturday afternoon we 

had the use of the Quaker Meeting House, and we then went on to The Cross Keys who fed us, 

accommodated some of us and did a fantastic job. It was lovely to catch up, reminisce and look 

at old photos and Avenues. Sometimes simply recognising each other proved very difficult! 

 

Some of us went up to the school and had a look at one of the show homes. This was a mixed 

experience as relating what is there now to what we remembered of the school raised mixed 

emotions. Despite this a great weekend was had by all.” More photos are available here. 

Looking ahead, the 1993 Year Group is planning its reunion later in 2025, and other year groups, 

including 1972, are making plans. If you’re considering a reunion, the OSA can help with 

communications and, where needed, some assistance with travel costs.  

https://oldscholars.com/frmProfile.aspx?S=4f25424


September 2025 | www.oldscholars.com 

 

19 

Obituaries  
We are sad to announce the following deaths since our last newsletter: Royston Lloyd-Baker 

(YG 1954); John Osborn (YG 1960); Margaret Watson (née Pilgrim, YG 1954 – announced in 

previous newsletter); Roger West (YG 1962); Roderic Dutton (YG 1960) and Marion Crawly 

(Staff). 

 

I have only received longer obituaries for those I’ve included below and so if Old Scholars have 

any information they would like to share in order to write a longer obituary for any deceased Old 

Scholar, or notify the OSA about an Old Scholar’s death not been recorded, could they email me 

at fsswosa@gmail.com.  Longer obituaries are available on the Old Scholars website here. 

 

Royston Lloyd-Baker (YG 1954) 

Royston died aged 88 on 20 December 2024. He attended Friends’ from 1949 to 1953 and 

always spoke with warmth of his time at the school. 

 

John Osborn (YG 1960)  

John Kelvin Osborn, born 29 September 

1941, attended Friends’ from 1952 to 1960 

and died in Rijeka on 6 September 2024. 

John, Jean (Chaplin, née Osborn, YG 1960) 

and Maggie (YG 1963) were the children of 

strict FSSW teacher Kelvin Osborn. 

Undiagnosed dyslexia made school difficult, 

but John developed coping strategies and a 

lifelong love of books. At Friends’, he also 

discovered mountain climbing and built a 

canoe he later paddled in a Cornish storm. He 

had a mischievous streak, too, engineering 

pranks on the cricket pitch. After training as a 

teacher, John married, had children, and 

became active in politics, CND, and jazz. 

Later life took him between Prague, Brno, 

Bratislava, the mountains, and the Croatian 

coast, where he died. 

 

Margaret Watson (née Pilgrim, YG 1954) 

Margaret was born in 1936 and attended Friends’ from 1943 to 1953. She died peacefully on 28 

December 2024 at a care home in Saffron Walden.  

 

Margaret's husband Tony Watson (YG 1954, current Trustee the Old Scholars' Association 

(OSA) and former Governor of the school) and daughter Sarah Westerhuis (née Watson, YG 

1982, current Committee Member of the OSA and former staff of the school) have provided the 

following account of Maragaret's life. 

 

Margaret Anne Watson was born in 1935. Her childhood was marked by the upheaval of the 

Second World War. During these formative years, her father, Jack Pilgrim, was in the Navy and 

then worked as a mining engineer in Ghana, which meant that Margaret saw him for only six 

months out of every eighteen. She lived with her mother in Saffron Walden and went to Junior 

House at Friends’ School from 1943 and stayed at the school until 1953. The later years were 

spent with her grandparents as her mother moved out to Ghana.  

John could also be a prankster. In the summer term the in-
crowd rolled the cricket pitch in a daily ritual. John and his 
mates created for them the practical challenge shown in the 
photo. 

https://oldscholars.com/Obituaries
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During her time there, she quickly distinguished herself through both academics and 

extracurricular activities. Margaret excelled in athletics, breaking several school records. She 

also participated in hockey and sang in the school choir, revealing a wide range of interests and 

talents. 

 

After leaving school, Margaret trained as a PE teacher at Dartford College. She began her 

teaching career at Diss Grammar School and later moved to Bottisham Village College. Her 

enthusiasm for hockey flourished during these years, leading her to represent both Norfolk and 

Cambridgeshire County teams. She became Head of Girls PE at the County High School in 

Saffron Walden, where she inspired countless students. She later served as a Governor at 

Chrishall School. Margaret’s professional journey reflected her enduring passion for sports and 

education. 

 

On 9 April 1960, Margaret married Tony Watson. Together, they raised two children. As her 

family grew, Margaret became the grandmother of four, and later, a great-grandmother. Her 

home became a lively centre of activity, with her children and grandchildren learning to swim in 

her pool. The grandchildren particularly remember evening swims (seen as ‘midnight swims'), 

shared meals, and overnight stays. The garden hosted equestrian pursuits and various sporting 

events, fostering a spirit of togetherness and fun. Her support extended beyond the family home 

as she encouraged her children and grandchildren in their athletic activities, particularly at 

Saffron Walden Hockey Club. 

 

Singing was a lifelong passion for Margaret. She began with school choirs and continued with 

the Saffron Walden Choral Society, church choirs, and other groups. Her love for music led to 

memorable performances at prestigious venues such as Kings College Chapel and the Royal 

Albert Hall. Gardening was another source of pride for Margaret. She maintained a productive 

vegetable garden and took great pleasure in nurturing it year after year. 

 

During the Covid lockdown, Margaret began to experience memory loss and was diagnosed with 

dementia. In late 2023, her health declined, resulting in hospital stays followed by a brief period 

at Hatherley House. Margaret died peacefully just after Christmas, on 28 December 2024, at the 

age of 89. She leaves behind a legacy of love, dedication, and community spirit, fondly 

remembered by her family and all who knew her. 

 

Roger West (YG 1962) 

Roger West, born 7 June 1944, died on 22 

November 2024. He was part of a long family 

connection to the school: his mother, Ruth West 

(née Stubbs, YG 1934), her sister Jean (YG 1936, 

later staff), and his grandmother Margaret Stubbs 

all had ties to Friends’. Roger’s brother Jeremy 

(YG 1967) also attended. 

 

After Cambridge, Roger worked with the Medical 

Research Council, later moving to Edinburgh, 

where he met and married Carol. He retrained as 

a teacher and worked in local schools. He pursued 

lifelong passions for railways and botany, joining 

the Botanical Society of Scotland and the Friends 
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of Fairmilehead Park. He also wrote poetry, puzzles, and children’s stories, often featuring family 

members in scientific adventures (sometimes with a bang — experiments being another Friends’ 

legacy). 

 

Roger and Carol shared a long and happy life until her death in 2023. Roger’s health declined 

soon after, but he remained engaged with poetry, politics, and world affairs until his final days. 

 

Roderic Dutton (YG 1960)  

Old Scholars will be saddened to hear of the death 

of Roderic Dutton at the end of May 2025. Roderic 

was at Friends' from 1953–1960. He died after a 

two-year battle with Parkinson's.  

 

Roderic was born in 1942, the youngest of five 

children, and grew up on the family farm at 

Wivenhoe, near Colchester. At Friends’ he soon 

established a reputation for being sensible and 

reliable: indeed, his nickname was Dobbin. A keen 

sportsman, he was Head Boy in his final year. 

After school he spent a year with Voluntary Service 

Overseas in The Gambia, teaching sciences and 

playing cricket, even joining the Gambian national 

team for their international match against Sierra 

Leone. He then read Natural Sciences at Christ’s 

College, Cambridge, where he shared digs in 

Malcolm Street, joined Societies, and had an 

active social and intellectual life. 

 

After Cambridge, he worked briefly in Libya and was drawn to the idea of improving the lot of 

impoverished rural communities in the Middle East: this would give him a real purpose in life. 

Roderic studied economic geography at SOAS, learned Arabic and French, and gained a PhD 

on farming in Tunisia. In 1971 he married Esther Haynes, a senior social worker, with whom he 

had two sons, Jake and Joss. 

 

In 1972 he joined Durham University’s Geography Department and soon spearheaded the 

Khabura Development Project in Oman. Living on-site with Esther and their sons, Roderic trialled 

innovative approaches to crops and livestock, characterising his work as “action research.” 

Trusted by the local community, the project continued in other forms until 1994. 

 

In 1981 he became Director of Durham’s new Centre for Overseas Research and Development 

(CORD), coordinating major projects in Oman and Jordan. Most notably, he led the Wahiba 

Sands Project (1985–87) and later the Jordan Badia Research and Development Programme, a 

12-year collaboration between the Jordanian Government and the UK. 

 

Roderic retired in 2002, having secured over £10 million in grants for CORD. In 2007 he returned 

to Oman to direct an environmental education initiative at the Sultan’s request. He was appointed 

OBE in 2010 for his work in the Middle East. 

 

He and Esther continued to live in Durham until his death. The hospitality of their family home in 

Albert Street was enjoyed and valued by friends and colleagues, old and new, as well as by 
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others working on Roderic’s projects. Many of the latter folk, staying for prolonged periods, 

benefitted also from Esther’s steadfast support and encouragement. There were inherent 

difficulties in sustaining family life in such a career as Roderic’s but full tribute to his and Esther’s 

partnership has often been paid by those whose lives were enhanced by their efforts. 

 

Roderic endured the inexorable effects of Parkinson’s Disease with dignity and grace, and died 

in fulfilment of his wishes at home with Esther and Joss by his side. 

 

Marion Crawley (Staff) 

With great sadness we have just heard that Marion Crawley (Staff) died peacefully in her sleep 

on 14th September 2025. She had moved a few years ago from Saffron Walden to Woodbridge 

to be near her daughter, but we understand the funeral will take place in Saffron Walden. Known 

affectionately as Miv by her friends Marion was a well loved ‘mother’ to the many boarders for 

whom she cared for in her time at Friends’ assisted by her husband Joe. 

 

From the School Annual Report in 2000/2001 

"Marion’s time at Friends changed much during the 24 years she served there. She began 

working at Friends’ as Linen Matron in 1976, became Girls’ House Matron in 1986 followed by 

Girls‘ Housemistress and then took over responsibility for Boys’ House as well. 

 

Miv will be remembered for her involvement in all aspects of school life, from rounders matches 

to fairies in pantomimes. She was one of the first boarding staff in the country to study for the 

new Boarding Schools’ Association certificate. She was a lynchpin of the boarding, a second 

mother to the pupils and guide and mentor to parents and staff as well. 

 

Marion retired from Friends’ in December 2000." 

 

This brings the OS Summer Newsletter to a close. Wishing everyone an enjoyable Autumn. 

 

If you no longer wish to be contacted by us, please email fsswosa@gmail.com.   

 

In Friendship,  

Roland (YG 2010)  

Secretary to the Old Scholars’ Association  
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